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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Am obliged to fortune, for the papers 1 now 
Mer to the publick. I little imagined, when 
I bought an old buroe, that I was purchaſing a 
work of fancy; for ſuch I muſt ſuſpect this biſ- 
tory to be, though it contains many incidents that 
bear ſo much the appearance of reality, that they 
might claim ſome ſhare of our belief. IT have 
not been able, by any enquiry, to find out the 
author, or the lady to whom it was addreſſed ; 
but I bope I ſhall not give offence to either of 
them by the publication; for if the flory is fickiti- 
ous, in all probability, it muſt have been deſigned 
for the preſs, as it is unlikely any one ſhould 
put their invention on ſo laborious a taſk, merely 
for their own amuſement ; and if the flory 15 
real, it is pity adventures ſo new and entertain 
ing, ſhould be buried in oblivion, eſpecially, 
when they, and the refleftions ſcattered through- 
out the book, are as well calculated for inſtrutti- 


on as amuſement. 
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0 OUR ahn had little eben 
either on yourſelf or me; hen you 
deſired me to write you an exact account of 
every circumſtance of my life, and even of my 
thoughts, or you did not conſider the long 
detail into which this led me; a detail too 
tedious for you to read, and difficult for me 
to write. You expreſly deſire to know the 
impreſſions I received, from the firſt view 
of cuſtoms ſo unlike what I had ever ſeen, at 
a time when: they are become ſo familar to 
me, that I almoſt forget many of them 
were ever otherwiſe. But .your commands 
can meet with nothing but an implicit obe- 
dience from me; and when I mention the 
difficulties which may occur in the execution, 
it is not with a deſign of diſputing them, 
but to excuſe my ill performance of the 


taſk. 


A 3 You 


vi INTRODUCTION. 


Tou ſay I muſt firſt account for the igno- 
rance in Which Lwas educated. This is o- 
bliging me to trouble your ladyſhip with 
more adventures than my own; and is ſcarce- 
ly in order, ſince it makes me begin with 
the relation of circumſtances, which, I was 
not acquainted with, till a conſiderable time 
I after my hiſtory of-myſelf will end. 
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Y father whoſe name was Lenox, was the 
M ſon of a Scotch nobleman ; his future for- 
tune depended on his riſe in the army, 

wherein he was only a captain, when he married his 
colonel's daughter: the colonel was then in the laſt 
ſtage of a conſumption, of which he expired in leſs 
than two months after his daughter's marriage; be- 
ſides her, he left another daughter, and they equal- 
ly ſhared four thouſand pounds, which was his whole. 
fortune. My father died in the third year of his 
marriage, leaving his wife with child of me: her 
grief for the loſs of her huſband was ſo great, her 
friends feared it would prove fatal both to her and 
myſelf; but a little before the uſual time, I entered 
the world alive, contrary to their expectations; but 
my mother expired before the end of her month. . 

My father's family were too far off London, the 

place of my birth, to think of ſo poor an orphan as 
myſelf; for my mother's fortune was conſiderably 
impaired, and of her fide I had no near relation but 
my aunt, to whoſe care I naturally fell, and her hu- 
manity readily undertook the office. My aunt was 
about twenty-two years old ; and was juſt- then de- 
ſerted by an officer with whom every preliminary of 
marriage was agreed, when her father's death put a 
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ſtop to it, tho? he had a better fortune than is com- 
mon to gentlemen of his profeſſion ; it then appear- 
ed that her charms had leſs influenced her lover than 
the hopes 'of obtaining preferment by her father's 
intereſt, for in a feigned obedience to a pretended 
command from an uncle, he broke off the match. 

As my aunt had conſented to marry in compli- 
ance with her father's inclination more than her 
own, her indifference afforded her fufficient conſo- 
lation; her lover's behaviour filled her with con- 
tempt, and independance gave her pleaſure; but 
this was not long uninterrupted ; ſhe had beauty to 
excite love, and tho* her underftanding was uncom- 
monly good, it could not render her inſenſible to 
the charms of a young nobleman, who became ena- 
moured of her. A woman's heart is never in ſo pe- 
rilous a ſituation, as when vanity joins with a lover's 
perſuaſions in attacking it. My aunt at laſt grew ſo 
great a ſlave to her paſſion, that ſhe conſented to a 
private marriage, which her lover earneſtly intreat- 
ed, as the only means of reconciling his impatient 
fondnefs with the fear of his father's anger. 
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not diſcover, ſhe mu to get at the lette 
. . hadlaſt received,from Bug appy in. the thoughts 
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this place we lived till I was, two years old; m 
on wi pac bat the. fole FR POR of her lit ; 
a to ale. her huſbang, ſucceeded ſo we 
for Hough his affin yas viſibly abated,” yet ftill 8 
Per 5 ble ed, and Affe Kionate; hut ane 
e y. rad Ns 255 this felicity..  Aﬀterrecey- 

ng a .pack ket from 7 land, ſhe perceived him 

2 a. unealy : earing ſome inte had 
_Vefallen him, fh e preſſed to know the 7 8 
the age the e it, Wet mere þ 
er 4. Two, or th ee. days p 6 is en 

ben which were moſt Aeg on) "es, ws 27 I 

ved in his ſmiles. The Nene he bfgt 150 mage 
her apprehend that the news ena concerned 
dae, and judging of his heart by her own, ima - 


his great pain was, how to impart it to her,. 


3 


J * to ſupport her under it; \ſenfible that while * 


was well, nothing could make her. wretched; 


- deſire of relievinghisuneaſineſs. was greater than —d 
fear of any jmpenging evil which her imagination. 


could repreſent :: and finding ſome invention was ne- 
oeſſary, to come, at the knowledge of whathe 5 
he 


of putting an end to. 75 "ps 5 by bewigg m 


how wel ſhe. cgnld f upport any moto while. 


wee wh eee ard 
In this temper of mind ſhe. opened the, only fet- 


ter he had not communicated to her; already pre- 
pared. to acquaint him with the effects of a curioſi- 
ty, Which if ever it can be laudable was ſo in this 
caſe, e ſhew her affeRion, by her uk = 
compoſure; but, du was her ſu 
read the following words. 


fie. e 


„Do not imagine. Ian going 1 N tbe man 
whoſe perfidiouſneſi I muſt, ever deſpiſe; that 


0 ge l, leave 1 to 2 9 conſcience, which | muſt lng, 


6 without 
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e without my awakening it, have performed this duty, 
©, 600; its admonitions. ae bad no eſſedl on bim Th | 
4 can break through. all ties, dip ine and human. I 
am above 1 of. 77 1. can eh! * and 
i only.urite to inform you, that I will ac mi yo | 
1. father with our marriage, and) your 2. equent be 7 
4% dicur, - unleſs you, immediately, an the receipt af 
&« this, declare it to bim, and do me the juſtice for 
« which I patiently waited, till jour neglet? 6 ne, 
| & and attachment td the 72 wha now ſbarts eur 
15 bed, changed all m into rage and refentment. 
; Dit nat to intimidate me with the. effeis .0 Jour 
b. % Halber s anger, bis pride cannot infeci any thing /o 
* cruel as your ft 2 5 bath made me uf 
yo 5% Fer. My charagter will | be cleaned, and my inju- 
ries revenged, which' are the blind wats the - 
; heart of your much injured wife,” Py BY 
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Pour ladyſhip will eaſily believe chit no Aiſtteſs. 
| could exceed what my aunt elt at the peruſal of this 
fatal letter. It was long before her grief and aſto- 
niſhment would ſuffer her to go through the whole; 
frequently was ſhe obliged to leave off, and give 
vent to paſſions which for ſome time rendered her 
unable to proceed, when every line ſeemed armed 
with freſh daggers to pierce her ſoul. My uncle did 
not come home the whole day, and ſſie employed the 
time of his abſence, after the firſt burſt of he her grief 
was abated, in obtaining a command over herſelf, 
and a compoſure of behaviour, which might conceal 
her knowledge of his treachery, till ſhe could get 
into her hands the anſwer to this letter, from whence - 
ſhe ſhould more certainly judge of the truth of the 
affair. She was not long obliged to put this cruel 
force upon herſelf; a ſhip was to fail for England in 
two days, and the diſpatches deſigned to go by it, 
were to be ſent the day before: my aunt had laid 
her plan, and it ſucceeded ; but the nn, | 
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her curioſity was to be always painful to her. With 


far different ſentiments from thoſe with which ſhe 
ned the former letter, ſhe now broke the ſeal of 
her huſband's, though yet a ray of hope ſhone u 
on her afflited mind, and told her that poſſibly: 8 
might not be ſo guilty as the other had painted him; 


but this ſmall and flattering conſolation was ſoon ex- 
tinguiſhed by reading the contents, which were as 


follow. | 


"OC AN fo much "cruelty and beauty dwell PF 2 
and can the unavoidable conſequences of an 


ce afflifting abſence extinguiſh the remains of love in 


* that once fond breaſt * my own ruin I would ſmile 
i at, if it gave you — He A did not yours depend 


&© upon it. will you blaſt all my endeavours towards 
% raiſing you to a ſplendid fortune, by an untimely diſ- 
6 covery# I ſhall ſoon: leave this place; ſlay then, my 
* angel, but till my return to England, and [ will ge- 
1 knowledge you as the choice of my "beart, and 7 my 
&« intreaties, united with the force of your charms, 

* ſball make a haughty father confeſs you were made 
&« 10 adorn the rank, ⁊bbich avarice might wiſh to re- 


127 5 * fuſe you. -., That my ſincerity in one great fone may : 


e prove the confidence you may venture to have in my 


66 word; [frankly confeſs, 1 bave a woman here, but 


„ ſbeis only the amuſement of my idle moments, while 


© all my ferious hours are ſpent in lamenting your ab- 


"7+ 17 K. and ſludying your advancement. I cannot de- 
2 , fend the incenſlancy of my actions, but my heart has 


never wavered : let youth and this forced ſeparati- 
© on from pu, plead ; in my favour, and incline you 
* to forgive the man who henceforward will live only 


2 3, 107 you, . and be ever your moſt tenderly il | 
& buſband.?? 
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A FY aunt now convinced of her misfortune, and 
b ſpurred on by reſentment, carried the two 
letters to the governor, and threw herſelf under his 
protection. As ſoon as her huſband became ac- 
quainted with all that had paſt, he endeavoured to 
perſuade her that his letter was framed to pacify a 
deſperate woman, for whom he never had but a 
childiſh fondneſs, which ended with all his other boy- 
ifh fancies; but that to gain his preſent purpoſe, he 
was reduced to profeſs to her the ſentiments he only 
retained for my aunt ; he aſſured her, that at his re- 
turn to England he would have their marriage ratifi- 
ed, and prove the other woman's claim was not le- 
gal; of the falfehood of this, his letter was a ſuffi- 
cient teſtimony ; my aunt, though ſhe had at firſt 
ſuffered the imputation, could not bear the _ 
of vice; ſhe abſolutely refufed to return to a houſe 
where virtue would no longer permit her to inhabit: 
ſhe demanded her fortune and mine, which had been 
put into his hands; but only five hundred pounds. 
remained unfpent ; that, by the governor's authori- 
ty and influence he was obliged to pay her. 

With this little ſum, my aunt determined to fl 
all human kind; deprived of the object of her af= 
fections, her peace, and reputation, what charms. 
could the world have for her? She would relinquiſh: 
all at once, and left the country, with no compani= 
on but myſelf, in ſearch of a retreat far from the 

ſight of human kind. We landed in the Weſt; my 
aunt's romantic deſpair led her into Valet, where 
he found a ſmall cottage ſituated on the ſide of a 
hill, commanding a beautiful, though a wild and: 
mountainous proſpect; at the foot of the hill was a. 
- delightful valley; to which, from our cottage, we 
were led by a fine grove of trees; on the ſide of the 
grove 
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grove ran a clear brook, with ſeveral ſmall cafcades. 
intermixed, deſcending into the. valley, where it 
flowed in beautiful meanders, till it loft itſelf in a 
little wood. This place was too well ſuited to a love- 
+ ſick deſpaig to excite my aunt's envy. She went to 
it, and found it inhabited by an old man, and two 
young women, his daughters; ſhe offered him what- 
ever price he would require, if he could be tempted 
to ſell it. His daughters preferring the human ſpe- 
cies to the vegetable creation, had, for above a year, 
been endeavouring to prevail on the old man to leave 
a cottage, which was ſituated above twenty miles 
diſtant from any other houſe; their ſucceſs continu- 
ed doubtful, when my aunt's offer added weight to 
their perſuaſions. That one ſound of a little more 
than the value, will tempt an old man to ſell eve 
remaining bleſſing. Avarice in the mfe-of life ab 
ſorbs all other paſſions; it is no wonder, therefore, | 
if ſo ſtrong a'motive, united with the earneſt endea- 
vours of the two girls, procured my aunt the ſuc- 
ceſs ſhe wiſhed. 'The greateſt part of our little pit- 
tance was laid out in the purchaſe of this cottage, a 
garden belonging to it, the adjacent grove, alt the 
paſture land, with the goats it fed, and fome poul- 
try. My aunt, beſides neceſſaries for herſelf and 
me, carried ſeveral books, materials for writing, 
and for various kinds of work. The impatience of 
the old man's daughters conquered the tediouſneſs 
of age, and my aunt got into fall. poſſeſſion of her 
little purchaſe, without more delay than was neceſ- 
fary for her to learn to milk her goats, and the other 
parts of rural bufineſs, fo new to her. When the 
former inhabitants left the place, and my aunt faw 
nothing about her but the animals to whom ſhe was 
to give her care and attendance, and from whom ſhe 
was to receive the grateful return of ſupport and ſuſ- 
tenance, except myſelf, then as ignorant of evil, 


and almoſt as dumb as. they ; began to enjoy a- 
greater 
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greater compoſure of ſpirits; deſpair was ſoftened 
into melancholy, and air, exerciſe, and all-healing 


time, by degrees alleviated her ſorrows, and at 


length raiſed her to content and tranquillity, My 
auntꝰs firſt amuſement was the adorning her cottage ; 
it was her laſt, likewiſe, for ſhe was continually or- 
namenting it during the whole time ſhe ſtayed there, 


taking pleaſure in beautifying it, though no one was 


likely to-behold either her or her habitation. The 


care of my education ſoon ſhared her leiſure, and 
in time became her principal employment. But de- 
ſirous not to leſſen my innocence and ſimplicity while 


ſhe diſpelled my ignorance, ſhe gave me no account 


of the manners and cuſtoms of a people with whom 


ſhe hoped I ſhould never have any intercourſe. 'The 


books ſhe had brought into Wales, were chiefly 
books of divinity, and ſuch hiſtories as ſerved to en- 
large and inſtruct the mind of the reader, without 
informing him of the exiſtence of vices, which a 


pure imagination, untaught by obſervation and ex- 
perience, cannot repreſent to itſelf. 


My aunt would frequently beguile the time, with 
reciting the hiſtory of ſome of her intimates in the 
earlier part of her life: one of her narrations, in 
particular, made a ſtrong impreſſion on my memory 


by the entertainment I received from it; and, as the 


ſtory may afford your ladiſhip the like amuſement, 
I ſhall inſert it juſt as my aunt, who was well ac- 


quainted with the parties, related it to me. 


Euclio who at the age of fil ty, was as remark- 


able for his avarice, as others are at eighty, was e- 


to all his reſolutions, and having determined to 
marry his fon Pau PHIL Us to MzLIssA, a young 
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qually diſtinguiſhed. for the moſt ſteady adherence 


ou 


lady of great fortune, and by no means defective in 
perſonal accompliſhments: Pamrnirus, . who 
knew his. father's temper, thought himſelf re- 
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© duced” to the ſad alternative, of either being ob- 
* Higed to marry againſt his inclinations, or being 
diſinherited by a tyrannical parent. MxLISSsA in- 
deed had merit ſufficient to make any other man 
* Happy ; but the affections of PAMSY⁵HILUS 
were pre- engaged; the beauteous SorHIA had 
© entirely captivated his heart, and though greatly 
© ſuperior in perſon and qualifications to MxLISS A, 
had one defect, for which he knew no merit 
could compenſate in the opinion of his father, 
w ho had often declared that he looked upon mar- 
. <6: prages for love, as the ſtrongeſt examples of the 
© folly and indiſcretion of: youth. So ardent was the 
„love of PAMPHILus;- that he preferred the in- 
© tereſt of his-paſſion to every other conſideration, 
and immediately married SopRIA in private; re- 
© ſolving to defer his marriage with MxLiss a upon 
various pretexts; and in the mean time, endea- 
vour to procure from his father, by ſtratagem, that 
cConſent which he could not hope for from his pa- 
rental indulgence. Accident made the firſt care 
ſuperfluous; Mliss A, being at that time oblig- 
ed to go into a diſtant country, to viſit her grand- 
mother, who had been given over by the phyſici- 
ans. The young gentleman therefore determining 
to avaib himſelf of this favourable: opportunity, Had 
recourſe to the advice of Euboxus, who, though 
a batchelor, and a man of a philoſophical diſpoſtti- 
© on, had often ſhewn, himſelf able to direct both 
© huſbands and lovers. He had been all along pri- 
© vy to the paſſion of PAMPHILUS; whoſe father had 
a great eſteem for him, for Eupoxus was of 
ſuch a diſpoſition, that his converſation appeared 
equally engaging to perſons of the moſt oppoſite 
tempers, and his acquaintance was equally ſought 
after by all. PameniLus and EuDoxvus in con- 
*- cert, ſoon formed a ſtratagem, which thoꝰ not very 
promiſing in appearance, proved in the 70 ‚ ul 
uctive 
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ductive of the defired effect. It was agreed that 
Eupoxus ſhould preſent Sor la, to Eu clio, as 
© the daughter of an intimate friend of his who had 
lately —— obliged by an unſortunate affair, to retire 
beyond ſea, and had left her to his care, intreat- 
© ing him to do his beſt in order to procure her an 
aſylum. The old gentleman, readily granted his 
of requeſt, and SoPpHIA was introduced to him 
by Eupoxvus: no ſooner did Everio. falute her, 
© but the awe with which ſhe-was ſtruck, at ſeeing- 
. © her huſband's father, whoſe conſent to their mar- 
©; riage ſhe almoſt deſpaired of obtaining, made her 
fall into a ſwoon, from - whence being recovered 
by the care of Kuerio, Eupoxus, Paurhr- 
© Lus, and her maid EsTITHANIA, who all exert- 
© ed themſelves with equal concern in her. behalf; 
© the old gentleman ſeeming io diſcover ſome curi- 
. © ofity, to know what. this accident could be owing, 
to; EsTIPHANIA ſaid archly, Lord fir, do you: 
think any one could embrace Tack a gentleman as 
* you without emotion? This pleafantry however: 
vas juſtly applied; for it appeared ſoon after, that 
_ © EvcLio, at fifty, was coxcomb enough to think. 
- © a. fine- woman ſuſceptible: of a. paſſion for him. 
The old gentleman, was indeed capable even then 
* of catching the amorous flame, and ſoon ſoplain- 
© ly diſcovered his inclination- for SoPHIA by: his be-- 
- © haviour, that the following verſe of —_— * 


be properly applied to him, 


Qnaerto bor” 'pargologgia, a verchio amante. 
Cax r O.. 
Turns bey, and plays the lover cuben i in eur. 


© 'This was. not taken notice of by Sor HA, whoſe- 
reſpectful behaviour was by Eu cio looked upon as 
© an indication of love; PAmPHiILUs and his friend; 
* were overjoyed at perceiving this, — that 
6 jt⸗ 
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it could not fail of proving highly advantageous to 3 
their ſcheme. Pd 6 0955 2 © 165, eh; FO BA 

© Tt ſeems indeed highly probable, that it owed 
its ſucceſs to this very circumſtance; Everio 
having at length ſo far yielded to his paſſion, as 
to diſcover to Eupoxus his deſign. of propoſing 
marriage to SoPHIA: the former told the old gen- 
tleman, that he did not doubt, but the father of 
SorPHIA would be overjoyed that ſo advantageous 
a match ſhould offer for his daughter; but ſeeme! 

to inſinuate that the diſparity of age might - 
bly render the young 4 averſe to it. Seeing, 
however, that Beeler ike the Moor of Venice, 
had too good an opinion of himſelf, to draw from 
his own weak merits, the ſmalleſt fear or doubt 
concerning the lady's affection; he promiſed to 
ſound her, and prepare her for an interview with 
him. He-accordingly made a full diſcovery to 
SorhlA, in the preſence of PaueniLvs, of all 
that had paſſed between EucL1o and him; and it 
was agreed by all three, that there could not be a 
properer time for SorhiA to confeſs the whole 
truth, to aſk his pardon, and beg to be received 
into favour by him. It was however judged pro- 
per, that Eupoxvs ſhould continue to appear ig- 
norant of Sor RHIA's marriage with PAMPHILUS, 
and ſhould affect ſurpriſe, when made acquainted 
with it. Thefe preliminaries being adjuſted, 
ESTIPHANIA was difpatched to the old gentle- 
man to inform him, that her miſtreſs had ſome- 
thing of importance to impart to him; Eu- 
DOXUS having juſt before returned, and given 
him to underſtand, that he had ſought for 80 HLA 
every where, and not being able to find her, con- 
cluded that the was gone out to pay a viſit. 
EvucL1o having juſt after heard the meſſage de- 
livered by Es TIPHANIA, anſwered in a tranſport 
of joy, that he would be proud of the honour of 

| receiving 
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receiving her miſtreſs's commands. The interview 
was not long delayed; an interview which to both 
parties appeared to be of equal importance; and 
was 1n both, attended by the throbbings of hope 
and fear, though the flutter in old Eucrt1o's - 
breaſt, ſeemed to ſpring chiefly from the palpita- 
tions of hope, that in the breaſt of SopHiA from 
the bodings of fear. The latter began the con- 
verſation, and ſaid with a low and interrupted 
voice of timidity, — Sir, I hope you will hear 
me with indulgence ;— to which EucLto imme- 
diately replied, with a vivacity not uſual in him, 
Madam, you can ſay nothing that will not 
be highly acceptable to me. I never, Sir, 
continued ſhe, aſpired to the honour of being ad- 
mitted into your family; and if the choice — 
Here, EvucL11o thinking that ſhe dived into his de- 
ſign, anſwered briſkly Madam, it 1s my fa- 
mily, that will be honoured by your alliance, 
which would reflect a luſtre upon the nobleſt fa- 
mily in the land. SorHIA not yet ſufficient! 

encouraged, began to lament that the ſmallneſs 
of her fortune, ſeemed to lay an obftacle in the 
way of her happineſs; whereupon EucL1o, whoſe 
ſordid avarice had been ſucceeded by the moſt gal- 
lant ſentiments; aſſured her in the warmeſt terms, 
that he thought beauty and worth more than ſuf- 
ficient to attone for the want of fortune, eſpecial- 
ly as his eſtate was an ample proviſion for both. 
He continued to diſcant with ſo much earneſtneſs, 
upon the little weight that ſhould be laid upon 


wealth in love-affairs, that SorHIA thought this 


the favourable moment to proceed to the eclair- 
ciſſement; and throwing herſelf at EucLto's feet, 
owned her marriage with his ſon, and in the moſt 
pathetic terms implored his favour and forgiveneſs. 
So great was the ſurprize of EucLto, that he 
never once interrupted her, but ſtood motionleſs 
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as a ſtatue, until ſhe had made an end of ſpeak- 
ing; and then pauſed for ſome time, with the 
utmoſt perplexity viſible in his countenance. 'At 
length, he ſaid with ſome confuſion, Madam, I 
do not complain of you, but the diſobedience of 
my ſon deſerves the ſevereſt puniſhment., SopHIA 
hereupon, pleaded his cauſe with the moſt tender 
eloquence, and the old man, ſeemed at laſt to be- 
gin to relent. When men are once prepoſſeſſed 
in favour of a perſon, they ſeldom immediately 
paſs to the extreme of hatred; in like manner as 
when they have once conceived a reſentment, 
though upon unjuſtifiable grounds they are not 
often ſuddenly reconciled. Evucrio was ſo far 
affected by the remonſtrances of SopHIA, that he 
yielded in ſome meaſure, and ſaid, Madam, if 
© I forgive PameniLvs, it will be entirely upon 
your account, and not upon his. PameniLus, 
© who from the anti-chamber, had heard all that 


had been ſaid, entered juſt at that juncture, and 
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* throwing himſelf at his father's feet, implored 
his bleſſing and forgiveneſs. So HI in the ſame. 
poſture, feconded his entreaties; the old man, 
whoſe paſſions had been thus gradually wrought 
to the higheſt pitch,. burſt into tears, and giving 
them his bleſſing, wiſhed heartily that their union 
might prove laſting and happy. Having after- 
wards informed Euroxus of what had paſled, 
the latter affected great ſurpriſe, but at the ſame 
time acknowledged that the match between PAu- 
pHinus and SOPHIA, was much more ſuitable on 
account of the equality of their age; this Rucrio 
readily acknowledged, and having by paying his ad- 
dreſſes to SopHIA, fo far diveſted himſelf of his for- 
mer character as to loſe ſight of his avarice; he now 
totally dropt it, by acknowledging he had been 
once in the wrong. MxLISs A, who ſoon after 
returned from the country with her father, * 
bomoflu: | 9 


* ed information of what had happened, and was 
© greatly rejoiced at it, as her heart was pre-en- 
© paged; when her father would have had her give 
© ner hand to PAMeHiLus.. Thus was a double 
© tyranny avoided, and all parties made happy by 
* an unexpected event.” 


My aunt ſo artfully diverſified my employments, 
that, fond as I was of reading, I had nat peruſed 
all her little library when I left this ſolitude, where 
I could for ever have contentedly, remained. Her 
tender affection and reaſonable indulgence, filled my 
heart and ſatisfied-my defires. We made our nights 
very ſhort, and yet our days, were never too long. 
The vernal beauties of the finer ſeaſons charmed 
our eyes, the tuneful choir of birds enchanted our 
ears, and both united to raiſe our contemplations to 
their creator; we were - grateful for general bleſſ- 
ings, not leſs eſteemed by. us for being common 


to all mankind, we wanted no partial favours; we 


ſaw much to admire, much to rejoice in, and no- 
thing to envy. Bs hs 
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Job happy trait 1 lived with my aunt, | 


till one evening that we were juſt returned from 
walking by our little brook, and admiring the re- 
flexion of the moon, then at the full, and which, 
ſhining on the water, a new heaven in its fair boſom 
ſn 5 Before we entered the houſe we were great- 


| 22 to hear a human voice, à ſound ſo 


range to us, that we could not fufficiently recover 
our ſurprize to return an anſwer to the call; nor 
was our wonder abated at ſeeing ourſelves accoſted 
by a young gentleman whoſe cloaths outſhone the 
gentle luſtre of the moon, at leaſt to eyes ſo unac- 
TX | cuſtomed 
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euſtomed as mine to any but the plaineſt dreſs. At 
firſt, ſurprize had fixed me to the ground; but as 
began to recover from the ſudden impreſſion, the 
firſt effect of my abated fear was to fly from this 
ſtrange phantom, for ſuch it appeared to me. I 
was directing my trembling ſteps to the houſe, when 
the ſtranger, with accents of the greateſt earneſt- 
neſs and diſtreſs, cried out, ſtay! beauteous angel, 
ſtay! Whether the harmony of his voice, or the 
ſweetneſs of the flattering appellation was - moſt 
powerful I know not, but my feet ſlackened their 
pace, and looking round, I faw him bending to- 
wards me in the moſt ſuppliant poſture, with geſ- 
tures, which I thought almoſt profane to addreſs to 


.a mortal being, yet was the humility not diſpleaſing. 


The Moon ſhone full upon him, and was bright 
enough to ſhew me a face, which, notwithſtanding 
female _— the only innate principle for which 
I contend, ſeemed to me far more beautiful than 


my own; a tranſcendency that before I could not 


conceive, having had no rtunity of comparing 
myſelf with ine thin bor thy . faded charms, 
worn with age, and blaſted by misfortunes. Nor 
was my admiration confined to the ſtranger's coun- 
tenance; in his perſon appeared that elegant pro- 
portion, that delicacy blended with dignity, of 
which the mind can judge without rule or compa» 
riſon. It is not ſurprizing that, as I had never 
ſeen any of my own ſpecies but my aunt, and a few 
times ani old man who had been at our houſe, on . 
occaſions neceſſary to our rural life, I ſhould be 
ſtruck with beauty which I have not ſeen equalled 
ſince I lived in the midſt of mankind, and which 
had no bad foil in the harſh groteſque features of 
a Swiſs attendant, who at that time accompanied 
him. My aunt, with a politeneſs, ill agreeing with 
our rural appearance, addreſſed the ſtranger whoin- 
formed us, that having made a viſit to an a- 
.  quaintance 
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4 quaintance on the borders of Wales, the face of. 
* the _ had ſo charmed him, by its wild and 
natural beauties, that he had been tempted to 
ſpend a little time in viewing more of it; ac- 
cordingly he left his friend's houſe two days be- 
fore, and travelled where his fancy led him, with- 
out having been under any difficulty for neceſſa- 
ry accomodations till then, Fine woods and 
winding rivers, had attracted him to ſome diſtance 
& from the road, and he had purſed the way thoſe 
« beauties led him, without having ſeen, even an in- 
© habited hut ſince morning; but had not till then 
„given up the expectation; when finding that 
in an extenſive proſpect his eye could diſcover no 
houſe but ours, he was induced to apply to our 
hoſpitality for a little refreſhment, not imaginin 
* that by doing ſo, he ſhould behold charms that 
not only ſurpaſſed all the rural beauties which 
had captivated his fancy, but the moſt admirable 
part of the creation; ſuch as muſt for ever 
make him forget that Wales or even the world, 
contained any other treaſure.” 
Flattery was ſo new to me, that I did not under- 
ſtand myſelf to be the treaſure he meant, though 
his eyes, which ſpoke nature' oh univerſal 
diale& wherein even the ſavage can want no inſtruc- 
tion, told his admiration in terms more intelligible 


to ſimple nature's ſcholar; but my aunt's care in- 


formed me of the full extent of his expreſſions; no 
uncommon effect of prudery, which often diſcovers 
more than the moſt conſummate aſſurance. With 


a look of indignation; * fye, ſir, ſaid ſhe, can you 


t expect hoſpitality from us, when yoy, with more 
* than ſavage cruelty endeavour to pervert with 
6 pernicious flattery, a mind hitherto educated in 

6 purity and truth?“ 
This rebuke, and the ſtranger's defence of bim- 
ſelf, which (realy increaſed the, crime laid to his 
5 9 4 charge; 


8 
charge; for it was only begging pardon for the ſud- 
den effe& made on his ſenſes by the moſt ſtriking 
beauty he had ever beheld, left me no longer in 
doubt for the application of his compliment: but I 
could not find in myſelf any ſparks of my aunt's re- 
ſentment; I was ſurprized to find moroſeneſs and 
want of benevolence in a temper which TI before 
thought all gentleneſs, love, and compaſſion : how- 
ever, ſhe was pacified by the gentleman's aſſuran- 
ces of reſtraining his ſentiments within the bounds of 
ſilence; and after many intreaties, in which I at 
laſt joined, was prevailed upon to admit the ſtranger 
into our cottage. | 

If he was ſo ſuſceptible of wonder, or ſurprized 
at the ſight of a pretty woman, it 1s not extraordi- 
nary that he ſhould be very ſincerely aſtoniſhed at 
entering a little hovel, and finding 1n it neat rooms, 
furniſhed with the greateſt elegance, and ſo much 
in character that even the embroidery of the chairs, 
curtains, bed, fc. was in a rural taſte; and eve 
part of the houſe ornamented with things for which 
we had been indebted purely to nature, and ſo pe- 
culiarly diſpoſed as to excel all the efforts of 
art; nor had the outſide of the houſe, the gar- 
den, and the reſt of our little territory been negle&t- 
ed. The ſtranger, to whom, I think, I muſt, to 
avoid circumlocution, already give his title, and call 
him lord DoRxcHESTER, though I knew it not at 
that time, was amazed beyond deſcription, on en- 
tering the houſe. He began by an exclamation 
which made my aunt ſmile, and I found ſhe did 
not think compliments ſo dangerous when applied 
to herſelf, as when her darling neice was the ſubje& 
of them. But I muſt do her the juſtice to own, 
that the more places I have ſeen which the art of 
man has been exhauſted to adorn, the more I am 
convinced that, on this ſubject, no expreſſions could 
exceed what her ingenuity juſtly deſerved. - Sallads, 
f | milk, 
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milk, and eggs, were all our houſe afforded; theſe 
we ſet before our gueſt with a cleanlineſs and ſimpli- 
city, the novelty of which delighted him, and with 
truth he declared that the, whiteneſs of our wooden 
bowls and platters ſcarcely were excelled by the li- 
nen they were upon, and were in his opinion far pre- 
ferable to ſilver or china. The ſame compliment 
he made to the freſhneſs and ſweetneſs of our 
fare, of which, though he might well be ſuppoſed 
hungry, we could not for a long time get him to 
taſte, his attention was ſo entirely engroſſed by all 
the wonders, as he expreſſed it, around him. He 
aſked us ſome queſtions concerning our way of life; 
I was ſo ſtruck with the novelty of the adventure, 
and ſo abaſhed with the preſence of a ſtranger, and 
his continual gazing at me, that I was quite dumb, 
but my aunt freely anſwered him and as our ac- 
tions were too innocent to require concealment, he 
received full ſatisfaction. He made my aunt ſome 
compliments on her good ſenſe and reaſon, declared 
the admiration her way of life had excited in him; 
and, added with a ſmile, that if ſhe would excuſe 
him, he muſt juſt obſerve that ſhe had abated his 
aſtoniſhment, at finding ſuch a heavenly form in 
that place, ſince he now underſtood her 00 to be 
no more than one might expect; for, from angelic 
food, an angelic life, angelic innocence, and the 
wiſe and virtuous inſtructions of a parent of more 
than human underſtanding and conduct, how could 
leſs excellence be expected. He found that the 
uniting my aunt in his compliment would not ex- 
cuſe it; ſhe knit her brow, and awed him with 
ſilence on that ſubject; but his eyes became ſo much 
more eloquent for the reſtraint laid on his tongue, 
that my confuſion was inexpreſlible. | 

His curioſity was ſo happily tempered with po- 
liteneſs, that though he at laſt enquired, how a per- 
fon, whoſe qualifications ſhewed her to have 2 
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bred where every improvement of taſte and under- 
ſtanding was to be acquired, firſt came fixed in ſuch 
a ſolitude, ſo little impertinence appeared in the re- 
queſt, that my aunt, though ſhe concealed the cir- 
cumſtances, gave him ſuch a general account, as 
ſerved at leaf to quiet his curioſity. The greateſt 
part of the night was ſpent in converſation ; but, at 
length, my aunt, in compaſſion for the fatigue her 
gueſt had undergone, offered him our bed, theonly 
one our cottage contained; but he inſiſted on our 
keeping it, and aſſuring us he could ſufficiently re- 


poſe himſelf on a couch that ſtood in the room where 


we then were; we left him to his reſt. 


S 


A TER a ſhort ſleep, riſing to our morning's 

4 A employments, we found lord DoRcHESTER 

- before us, and employed in examining our 
rary. : 

My aunt expreſſed her concern at not having had 

ſufficient conveniencies to afford his 5 the 


neceſſary refreſument the night required; he aſſured 


her, That was not the reaſon of her finding him 
* waking, but that his ſpirits were ſo agitated with 
* ſurprize and pleaſure, ariſing from ſo extraordi- 
nary an adventure, as he eſteemed the finding 
two perſons, whom his imagination continually 
repreſented as the divinities preſiding over that 
charming country, that he had not been able 
to compoſe himſelf to reſt:“ adding that, at 
the dawn of day, he aroſe to admire new won- 
ders, which he muſt call ſo valuable a collection 
** of buoks, whoſe merit made up for the ſmall- 
% neſs of their number, but more ſtill the extracts 
from, and the obſervations upon them, which he 
* imagined were done by me, from ſome. Hitle 
corrections 
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* correQtions in another fine hand, which ſeemed 
% to have been the model of that wherein thoſe 
**. tranſcripts and obſervations were written.” The 
confuſion this gave me, ſevere y puniſhed my negli- ' 
' gence, in not having removed my miſerable per- 
formances into another room. He ſoon made us 
underſtand by ſome polite compliments, that he had 
examined into all the papers, among which were 
many ſhort eſſays on ſubjects my aunt had given 
me -as exerciſes for my underſtanding, and ſeveral 
things of that ſort which had ſerved as a profitable 
employment, or as an amuſement for -our leiſure 
hours, 1 
His lordſhip deſired we would permit him to ac- 
company us in the buſineſs which called for our at- 
tendance at that time. He went with us to our 
goats, our poultry, and through all our domeſtic 
cares. We then ſhewed him our garden, grove, 
Sc. the elegance and order with which they were 
diſpoſed charmed him as much as the ingenuity that 
adorned them. The ſeats, the bowers, the ruſ- 
tick ornaments at the outſide of the houſe, excited 
his admiration. At our return, he begged leave to 
ſtay with. us till the next day, that he might have 
time © to come a little to his ſenſes, for that he 
* could ſcarcely believe all he had feen was any 
* thing but enchantment.“ TY NE" 
My aunt had preſerved ſo much of her reſent- 
ment againſt the ſex, and was ſo greatly alarmed at 
every hour I ſpent with one ſo amiable, that he 
could obtain no other permiſſion than what he might 
gather from her ſilence. He put his own conſtruc- 
tion upon it, and then acted accordingly. My 
baſhfulneſs wearing off by degrees, during the courle 
of that day, I got courage to join in the converſation, 
and, muſt confeſs, I never thought the gift of ſpeech, 
peculiarly beſtowed on man, ſo great a bleſſing. 
My aunt, notwithſtanding all her prejudices, f 
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could ſee was pleaſed with our gueſt; his juſtneſs of 
thought, his elegance of expreſſion, and the liveli- 
neſs of his imagination, afforded us the higheſt en- 
tertainment.” I have'fince been told, that my aunt 
would not ſuffer him' to ſtay, but on condition, 
that he ſhould ſay 17 45 which might tend to leſſen 
my ignorant ſimplicity, having taken = a 7 oh 
upon my leaving the room of acquainting him wi 
her reaſons for bringing me up in'a happy ignorance 
of evil, which ſhe hoped would never be diſpelled. 
He then repreſented 'to her, the impoſſibility of my 
_ «© continuing my Whole life in that ſolitude, unlefs, 
* contrary to the courſe of nature, I ſhould die be- 
fore her; urged the erueſty of ſetluding me from 
** the pleaſures I might enjoy, and from the univer- 
* fal adoration yo which my perſon,” he was 
pleaſed to ſay, ©* intitled me, and to ſtrengthen his 
** arguments, offered my aunt any aſſiſtance of ſor- 
e tune, if want of it had been her inducement for 
** flying from mankind.” She replied, “ that was 
a generoſity for which ſuch ſimplicity as mine, 
might thank him, but a perſon as well acquaint- 
* ed with the world as herſelf, would doubt what 
« gratitude it deſerved, but muſt refuſe it without 
ve Raſttation'” Of this converſation I could not 
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then have the Teaſf ſuſpicion, and fo well did he o- 
bey, ch inſtructions he had received, that I got no 
© knowledge though much amuſement; by his ſtay 
| With us. "Ar night be again took up with his couch; 
and if the dejection which appeared in his counte- 
nance the next day might be believed, he had not 
enjoyed more reſt on it, than the night before; but 
finding it improper to intrude himſelf any longer 


i 


upon us, about noon. he took his leave, which he 
often attempted before he could execute; and, at 
laſt, he could not do it without the greateſt appear- 
ance of force on liis inclinations. At parting, he 
laid aſide his fear of my aunt's anger, and took ſo 
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tender a farewell of me, mixing ſuch very high 
flattery, with his affectionate expreſſions, as then 
rendered me incapable of returning any anſwer; and 
now prevents my repeating them. While he re- 
22 being obliged to bid me eternally adieu, a 
ew tears ſtole down his face, and melted me fo 
much, that I was almoſt ready to accompany them 
with ſome of mine. He looked back, till diſtance 
depriving us of each other's ſight, I grew penſive; 
and I remember my aunt ſeemed diſturbed at it. 
She endeavoured to amuſe my thoughts, but they 
were entirely engroſſed by the ſtranger: whatever 
ſubjeQ ſhe began, the converſation was immediate- 
ly turned to him. I own my former amuſements 
became .leſs pleaſing to me; I found leſs attention 
to what I read, leſs joy in the vernal beauties which 
before delighted me, and innocently told my aunt 
the change I felt; who with amelancholy, though a 
gentle forgiving air, ſaid, ** ſhe perceived her com- 
_ * pany' was not ſo ſufficient to my hapineſs, as 
« mine was to hers,” BEN ER W 
This kind reproach had the deſigned effect, it firſt 
rendered me ſilent on the ſubject, and making me 
think myſelf ungrateful in not returning an equal af- 
fection, I took my heart ſo ſeverely to taſk, that I 
conquered, or thought I had conquered, this ſudden 
attachment, and was reſtored to my tranquillity, en- 
joying all the charms of our ſolitude, in leſs than two 
months after lord DoRCHESTER's departure. This 
victory was uſeleſs, for my deſtiny had decreed that 
I ſhould not abide there much Jonger. 
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CHAP, V. 


O * the evening of a very hot day, I accompani- 
| ed my aunt to a ſeat, we had placed under the 


ſpreading ſhade of venerable oak. The ire 
| 4 
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of the air made us unwilling to leave it, and with no 
other light than what the twinkling ſtars afforded us, 
we ſat ſinging of hymns, inſpired by true gratitude 
for the bleſſings we enjoyed; when ſuddenly we were 
ſurprized with the ſound of the trampling of horſes; 
my aunt immediately ſhrieked out, caught my hand, 
and we were running with our utmoſt ſpeed to our 
cottage, when I felt ſome one ſeize me, but it was 
too dark to diſtinguiſh the face of the perſon, M 

poor aunt kept faſt hold of me; begged, intreated, 
and uſed every argument to prevail on him to let me 
go; we both kneeled to him, ſhe beſeeching his 


/ compaſſion, I joining in the ſuppliant poſture; but 


more frighted with the terror in which I ſaw her, 
than with any danger I could apprehend; had not 
power to ſpeak; and was re ſurprized to hear 
her addreſs him as our late gueſt, reproaching him 
with cruelty, ingratitude, and the greateſt breach of 
hoſpitality in thus returning the reception we had gi- 
ven him. I could not om moths ohm could ſuſ- 
pect him of an action that deſerved ſuch imputations; 
I thought it impoſſible he ſhould be guilty of any bad 
thing, or that he who ſeemed to Have conceived à 

reater affection for me, than I could account for, 
in ſo ſhort a time, ſhould wiſh to do me fo irrepara- 
ble an injury, as ſeparating me from my beloved and 
tender aunt, which I now found was the intention of 
the perſon who held me. She has ſince ſaid that ſhe 
perceived lord DoRcHESTHER's paſſion for me to 
be ſo violent, that from the time of his departure, 


ſhe had been apprehenſive of ſome ill effects from it, 


and had never got a dread off her ſpirits; this made 
her immediately attribute the preſent attempt to 
him. But how could I, ignorant of the force of an 
unruly paſſion, ſuſpeQ it! my aunt's reſiſtance and 


mine no longer availed than till another perſon came 


up, who forced her to let me go, and, notwith- 


ſtanding the exclamations of fear and diſtreſs which 
| * P 4 ws 1 B 3 1 I dF S Sew a2 : we 
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we both uttered, one of them took me in his arms» 
and ſetting me before him on horſeback, rode away 
as faſt as the intricacy of the way would permit 
een, fares 
At firſt my terror rendered me almoſt ſenſeleſs; I. 
was frighted without knowing what I feared. I had 
indeed read of murders, but then ambition had been 
the inducement: what had I to tempt. any one to 
rob me of my life? /Such wickedneſs could not be 
perpetrated without temptation or reſentment. 
My life had injured no one, nor could my death be 
of any benefit to them ; therefore I could not ap- 
prehend'being murdered; but my ignorance of the 
nature of the dangers which threatened me, gave no 
eaſe to my mind. A pannic is ſtronger than a rea- 
ſonable fear, and ſuch mine was. After a time, 
grief ſucceeded to terror, and then I found ſome re- 
lief from tears. The misfortune of being ſeparated 
from my beloved aunt, of loſing the pleaſures of 
her ſweet indulgence and tender affection, was more 
than my, heart had fortitude to ſupport; and how 
was my affliction imbittered, when I reflected on 
what ſhe would ſuffer, deprived of her only compa- 
nion, the object of her love and care; and anxious 
for the fate of all that was dear to her on earth! I 
wept her ſorrow, I wept my own unhappy fate, in 
an exceſs ſo ſuitable to the occaſion, that when day- 
light diſpelled a little of the terrors of my ſituation, 
I was ſcarcely able to receive any advantage from it, 
being almoſt blinded with my tears. And it was 
more from the ſound. of a voice once fo pleaſing to 
me, than from any diſtinction my eyes could make, 
that I perceived I was accoſted by lord DoxcHxs- 
TER, Who addreſſed: me with every expreſſion , of 
kindneſs and humility. The harſh notes of a croak- 
ing raven could not have been ſo grating to my ears, 
as the voice I before thought ſo harmonious. 
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could not but greatly have reſented the injury 
done me, bad it been by a perfect ſtranger; but my 
anger was much encreaſed, when I found the injurer 
was one who had worn the maſk of a peculiar regard. 
Hypocriſy was a crime of which I had never heard; 
this was my firſt acquaintance with deceit; and 
hatred ſprung up with it. e 
U was angry with myſelf for having ever conceived 


a a favourable impreſſion of ſuch a wretch; and al- 


though this was, I believe, the firſt paſſion I had ever 
been in, it had none of the weakneſs of a new emo- 
tion. A perſon bred up in the continual exerciſe 
of her rage could not have expreſſed herſelf more 
ſtrongly than I did to his lordſhip, who endeavoured 
to ſoothe and pacify me; and he ſo far ſucceeded, 
tat I loſt all utterance, from the violence of my 
tears: he ſeemed to feel my ſorrow and wept with. 


me. [I then hoped compaſhon had melted him and 


ſeized the favourable moment (as I thought it) to 
prevail on him to reſtore me to my afflicted aunt: 
it appeared to me impoſſible that an heart where 
Pity had ever dwelt, could refuſe my requeſt ; the 
ardent deſire of obtaining it, the excefs of my ſor- 
row and deſpair, made me eloquent; I beſeeched, 
as a favour, what without the higheſt cruelty and 
injuſtice could not be denied me, and all the reſent- 
ment of an injured perſon was loſt in the humility 
of the afflicted ſupplant. 3 10 

I painted my wretchedneſs in ſuch ſtrong colours, 
that I at laſt became dumb with horror at the me- 
lancholy proſpect; but yet ſo little did it avail, that 
I could not obtain one flattering hope of being car- 
ried back. I could perceive he was extremely agi- 
tated, which made me continue my intreaties, as 
long as I was able; but when I ſtopped, I learnt the 
little ſucceſs they had, by his crying out, Oh! my 


* fairefl, my lovely OpHELIA] ceafe to diſtreſs the 


& fondeſt heart that ever was contained in an human 
2 “ breaſt, 


* * ” 


re 
* breaſt, by aſking what it muſt refuſe you: with 
* what joy could I comply with any requeſt that 
did not deprive me of you! aſk my fortune, my 
<< life, any thing but yourſelf, and it ſhall be yours. 
Could I have ſupported life without you, I would 
* have forborn this violence. Your happineſs ſhall 
* be all my care, believe me, my deareſt angel; 
** though your preſence is more neceſſary to my 
“ exiſtance than the light of the ſun; yet would I 
« reſtore you to your aunt, was I not ſure that in a 
% little time you would confeſs yourſelf happier 
* with me, than in the dull ſolitude from whence I 
% have brought you, to introduce you into a variety 
4% of lively and inchanting pleaſures.” 
I know not your pleaſures,” nor your cuſ- 
5 toms,” I anſwered, © in my little cottage were 
all my deſires gratified; and can I think that man 
e wiſhes me happy, who tears me from every joy 
% on earth. My dear aunt's tender goodneſs and 
4 faithful friendſhip, is a bleſſing nothing can equal. 
C You would perſuade me that you have ſome af- 
4 fection for me; are the greateſt injuries proofs of 
cc love? does your affection lead you to affli the ob- 
ce ject of it? when you reſtore me to my cottage, I 
will believe I am not hateful to you; this is the 
« only way you can convince me. If my heart 
“ was capable of feeling hatred, I could not wiſh to 
« torment the object of it; nay, even you, whom 
«© I deteſt, I would ſooner defend from pain than 
«inflict it, had I the power over you which you 
% have unjuſtly aſſumed over me: can you be ſo 
& different then, as to wiſh me miſerable, who ne- 
«© ver offended you? who would not if I could.” 
My tears would not ſuffer me to Te nor 
hr lord DoRcHESTHER's kindeſt aſſurances, and 
moſt ardent vows afford me the leaſt conſolation. 
After travelling half the day in this uneaſy manner, 
we came to a beaten road, where there ſtood a _ 
r | in, 
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hut, as I thought, with two horſes faſtened to, it; 
into this, they put me; I had obſerved, that the 
outſide, was fine and gay; very different from the 
little hovels I had ſeen: the inſide hkewiſe was neat 
and pretty, but ſeemed better calculated for beauty 
than convenience; for there was hut juſt room for us 
to ſit. I did not envy the owner his gaudy habitati- 
on, which T-imagined muſt be very yncomftortable to 
live in; when to my great amazement I felt it move 
very ſwiftly. M fright would have proved very 
dangerous to me, had not lord DoxcnesTER's care 
prevented the effects of it; for the exceſs of my ſur- 
prize and fear, made me attempt to get out at the 
window; but his lordſhiy held me faſt, till he rea- 
ſoned me into compoſure on that account, explain- 
ing the ſtructure and deſign of. fuch vehicles; as well 
as. their ſafety. , Though my body had ſuffered too 
much from the agitation of my mind, to feel edſe 
from any thing at that time, yet, I ſoon after grew 
perfectly well reconciled to this molt agreeable in- 
vention of the luxurious: I did not immediately pro- 
ceed far in it; for at night, my lord found me 
ſo much diſordered, that he declared, he would re- 

main at the cottage, where, for wart of better ac- 


commodatiqn, we were obliged to ſtop, till ! ſhould 


be more able to proſecute my Journey. Meg n ee 
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TER day after Be re at the cottage, in- 
Dede eee Nn 

-}izad-of being refreſhed, I appeared in a high 


. 
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ener, which in a few days der tao grogt = 
degree, as made mie expect from the quiet hand of 


death, a, releaſe from all, my troubles... I was toa 
uphappy to be afflicted at this expeQation. Grief. 
bor what I had loſt, and fear for, what might enlue, 
tortiied my mind. Can the wretched behold ſhe 
i tid. Eng ige Te 
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grave with terror? that eternal ſleep from which 
no worldly troubles can awaken, them? that ſecure 
aſylum from the injuries of man, and the frailty of 
their own nature! in this pleaſing light, I then be- 


held it. Lord DoxchrsrER was d fferently af- 


1 did from fickpeſs., He was ſcarcely; out of "my 
chamber, and attended me with a ,watchful' care, a 


T1 


had diſguſted me, as is common in the petulant im- 

atience of youth yet unbroken by the reverſes of 
3 that I belived this conſolation came too late; 
and relieved from my fears, by my. expeQation- of 
an approaching end, I grew. more eaſy, and had lei- 
ſure to attend to the be ders of lord DoR- 
„enksrkn's tender anxiety. Tho I could pat gam- 
a peeßene how a deen ee ul grow in ſo 
ſhort a time, nor how ſuch cruel effects couſd be 
produced by love, yet I began to feel ſome compalti- 
on for his affliction; I ſaw him ſuffer ſo much, that 


l 1 almoſt forgot he had been the occaſion of my diſ- 


treſs. Even my reſentment was weakened by fick- 
neſs. My moſt turbulent paſſions ſeemed buried in 

the grave before me. His forroW, his paſfionate la- 
mentations, his tender agonies and bitter remorſe, 


melted 


. » 


ä 
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melted a heart ſoftened by the general decay of na- 
ture; and believing my own pains near their end, I 
pitied his, which appeared then more acute, and 


likely to be more laſting. Every look, every word, 


and action expreſſed his love in ſuch legible charac- 


ters, that J ſometimes was ready to believe is pro- 
feſſions, though I thought his affection muſt be of a 


ſtrange contradictory nature. But if all his care and 
tenderneſs anly proceeded from à return to hu- 
manity, . of which his firſt action declared him at 


that time void, I could not help owning to myſelf ! 
never before ſaw that virtue appear ſo very amiable. 


A fortnight paſſed before my fever began to abate, 
and it left me ſo very weak and low, that I thought 
myſelf neareſt death, when I really was out of all 
danger of dying. Above a month more, was ſpent 
in reſtoring me to ſufficient health and ſpirits, to 
proceed on my, journey by gentle ſtages. The na- 


tural ſtrength of my ſpirits and nerves, which had 


then never felt any of the diſorders, that ina degree, 


afflict almoſt every conſtitution in this country, and 
dy which, even mine has ſuffered ſince, returning, 


I bid adieu to my native ſimplicity of life. Theſe 
natural ſpirits, with the turn of thoughts my fick- 
neſs had given, as I have already mentioned, which 


had rendered me liable to receive' tender impreſſions 
from my lord's affectionate attentions, together with 


his promiſe of ſuffering me to return to 'my cottage 


in a tated time, for I could not doubt but T ſhobld 
Chuſe to do ſo, greatly abated my afflition, and I 


became capable of converſing with tolerable Eaſe, 


=> h mycheart was ſtill opprefſed with ſorre w. 


e evening of the day we left the cbttage was 


come, before we ſaw any houſe of more noble ſtruc- 
ture than that which had laſt harboured us. The 
x: firſt we drove by, appeared to me a moſt ſtupendous 
building, though I have ſince learnt it was but a mo- 
derate fixed houſe; and before night, we ſtopped, at 


wha U 


ni 


what I thought a ſumptuous palace. The hoſpita- 
lity of the inhabitants charmed me; they received 
us at their door, and pleaſure ſat on their counte- 
nances; all their words OR a deſire of accom- 
modating us agreeably: I could even have found 
fault with the imperiy of their will, had 
not the motive to which I attributed it excuſed, I 
might almoſt ſay endeared, the inconveniences it oc- 
caſioned. The fize and colour of the maſter and 
miſtreſs of the houſe, made me tremble for the ſlen- 
derneſs of my waiſt, and fairneſs of my ſkin, in a 
country which ſeemed ſo great an enemy to the ſhape . 
and complexion; but before the end of my journey, 
my vanity was pacified, by obſerving, that this ex- 
traordinary bulk and redneſs of face, was almoſt pe- 
culiar to perſons in their way of life. 
I admired no part of our hoſts ohliging behaviour | 
more than their leaving us as ſoon as we were ſeated. 
I felt myſelf too fatigued to make all the returns my 
gratitude ſyggeſted, and I imagined they left me to 
ſeek ſome repoſe from ſilence. Supper was ſoon 
after brought in, and the maſter of the houſe fol- 
lowed, inquiring if we were ſerved as we choſe. I 
up and brought him a chair, making room for 
him to fit down; and was ſhocked to ſee lord Dor- 
CHESTER endeavouring to hide a ſmile, but giving 
the old gentleman no encouragement to make uſe of 
the ſeat I had placed for him, who, with a humili- 
ty which hurt me, inſiſted, on waiting behind my 
5 This made me extremely uneaſy, and I was 
aſtoniſhed that my lord would fuffer it.. 
When our hoft and ſupper were both withdrawn, 
I could not forbear expreſſing my approbation of his 
indefatigable hoſpitality, in ſacrificing the eaſe and 
quiet of his life to the convenience of others, for I 
found we were not the only gueſts; and touched a 
little on the outward civility I thought due to him, 
.- whole kind reception entitled him to our * 
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and gratitude, I began to find my apprehenſions a 
little relieved by ſeeing there was ſo much bene vo- 
lence to be found in a people among whom I had 
been ſo forcibly introduced. Lord DoRcRHESHER ſoon 
put an end to this pleafing imagination, by telling 
me, that the reception I admired, was the effect 
© of their covetouſneſs, not their generoſity, and 
© that their hoſpitality was a mere trade, by which 
e they gained a ſubſiſtence; and practiſed by none 
&© in this country from other motives.” I at firſt 
exclaimed againſt the general brutality, but recol- 
lecting that, my firſt, and hitherto only, misfor- 
tune in life, had been brought upon me, by our not - 
acting with the ſame churliſhneſs, I told my lord, 
I was leſs ſurprized ſince I heard this, that he had 
&© not learnt how to make a proper return to a vir- 
© tue ſo unknown to him, as hoſpitality; and 
* which, I ſuppoſed, had been baniſhed the king- 
«© dom, from ſome ſuch ill conſequences -arifing 
* from it, as I had experienced.“ eh 
Fatigue and the relief my ſpirits began to feel 
from the diſſipation of my mind, by all the novelty 
which ſurrounded me, made me inclinable to Teſt 
2 early. Lord DoRcH ESTHER, ſtudious to o- 
lige me, and CR to prevent my uttering 
a wiſh by his great readineſs to comply with it, be- 
fore I had time to expreſs it, but by my eyes, took” 
leave, of me, ſaying, that“ Hough kd could con- 
ts yerfe with, and look on me for ever; yet he had 
* rather put a force on his inclinations, than lay any 
« reſtraint on mine.” And afteraſking my rp fry 
ſion, kiſſed my hand with more pleafure than'Tima- 
gined it could beſtow. Becauſe he was pleaſed I was 
aſhamed, I know no other reaſon for my bluſhes, 
for it before appeared to me, too inſignificant to 
raiſe any. He then bid me a good night, and left 
me to take ſome reſt, as I ſhall your ladyſhip, bid- 
ding you adieu for a little time. 
OY 5 CHAP. 
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THOUGH the relation of a journey is often 
moxe tedious than the journey itſelf, yet I wifl 
/ ſuppoſe your ladyftip's mental fatigue to have been 
of no longer duration than my bodily wearineſs, and 
that after a ſhort reſt, you are ready to proceed with 
me on my journey. My aunt had accuſtomed me to 
great ſimplicity of dreſs, I ſuppoſe, foreſeeing the in- 
convenience ſhe, ſhould find, in ſupplying us with 
that train of variety uſed by people who live in 
the world. I had never worn any thing round my 
waiſt, but thin, waiſtcoats, nor any cap in the day- 
time; my hair was extremely long, and curled na- 
turally, bor I knew no art, and fell in ringlets about 
my neck, reaching behind below the middle of my 
waiſt, and in ſome places incroaching on my fore- 
head, enough to ſet off my complexion by the con- 
traſt, without hiding the ſhape of it. This peculi- 
arity of dreſs, your nyt may eaſily imagine, 
fixed the obſervation of all who ſaw me; I ſoon be- 
came ſenſible of the occaſion of the exceſſive gazing 
ſo very painful to me, though accompanied by ex- 
preſſions of admiration, _ even to exclamations of 
aſtoniſhment; ſo fond are people of novelty, to 
which, no doubt, I owed the greateſt part o the 
compliments paid me. I begged lord DoRCHISTER 
to procure me. a proper head-dreſs, with which he 
unwillingly complied ; ſo that before the end of my 
journey, I made a decent and common appearance. 
Though I was amufed by the novelty of the ob- 
jects which paſſed before in ſo quick a ſucceſſion, 
and by lord Do Rc e and entertaining 
converſation, yet I was not ſorry when he told me, 
that our journey was at an end; and that the houſe 
to which we drove, through a long and very wide a- 
venue of venerable oaks, was his own; and the place 
N | where: 
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where our travelling was to ceafe. T he aps 
cence of the building firſt ſtruck my eye; but when 
J entered it, the elegance of the furniture. pleaſed 


me ſtill more. The carving and the pictures charm- 
ed me; the country repreſented in theſe, appeared 
more enchanting than nature itſelf, as the painter's 


imagination aſſembles deauties, in reality never 
found together. My raptures were not filent, my ad- 


miration broke forth into exclamations. I ran from 


one room to another, deſirous of ſeeing more, 


though not weary of what I had ſeen. Lord Dox- 
CHESTER, with difficulty, prevailed with me to go 
with him into the garden, before the ſun ceaſed to 


guild the proſpect. | I'was unwilling to leave a houſe, 
which preſented: ſuch various beauties to my eyes, 


but I could not regret it, when he led me to a terras, 
beneath which runs a rapid river of a conſiderable 
breadth. ' On one ſide it commands a very extenfive 
and beautiful proſpect, on the other is the river, the 
banks beyond which are very high, and covered with 


4 hanging wood, ornamented with ſome fine build- 
ings, moſt judiciouſly peed itt, in lo ant et. 
| 8 


From the end of thi e we entered into a 


wood cut into various walks, all terminated with fine 


views, or ſome agreeable objecls, and many of them 


opening in different parts, to let in either proſpects 
of the country, or views of the river, which runs 
through part of the wood with great rapidity, falling 
down a rock of a conſiderable height at the end of 
one of the walks. Aittle beyond this caſcade, it is 
hid from ſight for ſome. diſtance, and when it again 
appears, its form is much altered, for it is deep, 
and yet fo clear, that one plainly” diſcovers wt 


pebble at the bottom; its ſurface is ſmooth as glaſs 
In this wood, eien, are many — _ ad- 


N 


The garden is divided a the paid hu yby 2 


In ba, ——— to which deception, I . 


chere 
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there was no ſeparation, till on the brink of it. The 
eagerneſs of an inraptured fancy, charmed with all 
the beauties around me, made me long to paſs theſe 
boundaries, but the evening was ſo far advanced, I 
was obliged to defer this gratification till the next 
day, and only to admire at a diſtance, the mixture 
of fine lawns and venerable groves, verdant vallies 
and wooded hills. The extent of it is conſiderable, 
-and the variety of grounds gives it an air of wildneſs, 
which greatly charms in the midſt of a country ſo 
diligently cultivated, that one expects to fee there 
more of the beauties of art, than of nature. 
When night obliged me to return to the had. 
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lord DoRCHESTER conducted me to an apartment. ] 
deſigned for me. The bed chamber elegantly furn h-+ 
ed; but the dreſſing- room moſt ſurpriſed me, it con- Pp 
4 tained ſo many things that were new to me, that 1 1 
could ſcarely gueſs their uſe. The ornaments. and f 
the toilette engaged my affections for ſome time, lc 
though had I been more accuſtomed to ſuch things, 1 h 
ſhould have been ſtill more ſenſible of the richneſs fr 
and elegance of them. Every thing in the room had kc 
its ſhare of my admiration; but after the momenta- ly 


wonder was paſſed, all theſe nice efforts of the arts of 

the ingenious, fell far ſhort of my eſtimation of the 
ee I beheld from the windows, under which 
were parterres of the fineſt flowers, mixed with the = 

moſt fragrant ſhrubs, and beyond them the river,. A 
the wood, and the park. When every thing elſe had 
paſſed my examination, lord DoRCHESTER opened | 
ſome drawers, and ſhewed me that, they were filled ſu 


with linen, clothes, and trinkets, ſuch as are cuſto- 


mary in this country. Having never had a notion of a” 
any thing in dreſs beyond neatneſs and cleanlineſs, in = 
the homelieſt garb, I could not help being ſtruck at — 
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the reſplendency of all the ornaments I beheld. 
The fineneſs of the linen I thought curious, but the ple 
Laces rang) me; they appeared-to me of a delis; 
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cacy beyond human workmanſhip. Had I been at 
liberty to have indulged my vanity, I ſhould that mo- 
ment have tried the effect of things which I ima- 
gined, muſt prove ſo ornamental. But 'my lord's 
preſence awed me, and being told ſupper was on the 
table, I was obliged to accompany him to another 
room, where we ſpent the remainder of the even- 
ing, till the hour of repoſe parted us. & 


i. 


\ 


CHAP. VIII. 


THAT night experienced, what people who 
live in grandeur often find, that pomp will not 
give tranquillity, which alone diſpenſes quiet reſt. 
The agitation of my mind allowed me very little 
ſleep. I had too much matter for reflection from 
lord DoRcHESTER's reſpectful and affectionate be- 
haviour, which I could by no means think my due, 
from my enforced ſeparation from my aunt, and my 
former habitation, dragged into a new world, whol- 
ly ignorant of the reaſons of my being ſo, or the 
conſequences of it, and from the pleafure I had con- 
ceived at the ſight of every thing now offered to my 
enjoyment; which my lord even aſſured me, was 
my property, affirming, all I beheld was: my own. 
A gift I could not ſuppoſe real, as the little I ſaw of 
the Engliſh in my journey, gave me no reaſon to be- 

lieve them ſo generous and diſintereſted, as to make 

ſuch preſents. In refle&ing on theſe ſubjeQts, I paſſ- 
ed = night, and had ſome moments of pleaſure 
mixed with my grief, but they bore little proportion 

with each other; my ſorrow ſeemed deeply rooted, 
though its violence was abated, while the contrar 

ſenſation appeared only a ſudden flutter, whic 
played round my head, but came not near my heart, - 
and would not admit of reflection: however, I 
ſound it ſa,comfortable a reſource, that! ro nts 
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ed to encourage it, and, prompted by curioſity, at 
break of day, I aroſe to examine more minutely the 
things which had ſo charmed me the night before. 


If I believed any one was ever formed without vani- 


ty, I might be fearful of expoſing myſelf by confeſl- 
ing mine; but I may hope to meet with indulgence 
from one of my own ſex, who will candidly imagine 
herſelf in my place; by her my youth may be re- 
ceived as ſome excuſe, and if I am convicted of hav- 
ing had more than a common ſhare, may J not alſo 
claim ſome title to unuſual ſincerity in giving room 
for the accuſation, and hope that virtue may obtain a 
pardon for my frailty ? I ſearched every drawer, and 
after admiring the things they contained, felt a deſire 
to try the effect of this profuſion of ornaments, 
The night - gowns, and common undreſſes were 
grown familiar to me, during my long journey, 
therefore I laid them aſide as not exciting my curio- | 
ſity, and ſelected the molt reſplendent part of my 
apparel and trinkets. . | | 
Fer my firſt trial, I choſe a white luteſtring gown 
and petticoat, flounced with pink and filver gauze, 
each flounce edged with a pink and ſilver fringe. I 
wove flowers and jewels in with my hair, letting the 
ringlets fall down my back, which I had lately con- 
fined under a cap. I put a ſmall garland of the 
flowers and jewels.round my head, and a larger a- 
croſs my waiſt and neck, paſſing. it over my ſhoul- 
der on one, fide, and fixing it to the bottom of my 
waiſt on the other. I omitted nothing which [ 
thought could adorn my face and perſon, and put on 
every ornament that I could contrive to place becom- 
ingly. Finding my gown too long without a hoop, 
I put on the ſmalleſt as a neceſſary diſtortion, not as 
a pretty part of dreſs; but immediately threw away 
the ſtiff ſtays which ſeemed to me invented in per- 
verſe oppoſition to nature, and one of the proofs with 
which I thought this country abounded, that my 
15 
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his folly had-declared open war with ber, and dy pre- 
tending to improve, had ſo ſpoiled her works, tad 
ſcarcely any traces of the'divine artificer remained. 

Thus equipped, the employment of ſome hours, 
was ſo engaged in admiring my ſweet perſon, in 
the looking glaſs, doing honour to every beauty I 
could diſcover, and making myſelf full amends for 
the trouble J had taken, by the ſatisfaction with 
which I beheld the effects of it, that I did not per- 
ceive lord DORCHESTER, who paſſed by my win- 
dow, and ſeeing me, your ladyſhip will eaſily ima- 
gine, was tempted to take a nearer view of ſo di- 
verting a figure. He came into my room without 
my perceiving him: when he entered the chamber, 
he was beginning to excufe his coming in ſo abrupt- 
ly: but on my turning round, ſurprized to hear his 


voice, and aſhamed at being thus caught in the ridi- 


culous indulgence of my vanity ; he was ſtruck ſi- 


' lent, perhaps, more from wonder at my folly, than, 


as he pretended, from admiration at ſeeing me ſo 
* much furpaſs myſelf, thus attired ; having be- 
fore, he ſaid, thought me beyond the poſſibility 
of improvement.“ I was ſenfible of the flattery 
couched in this ſpeech, for with all my partiality to 
myſelf, I could not believe I had beauty to ſurprize, 
though I fancied I had enough to pleaſe. He laviſh- 
ed every expreſſion that could ſhew me how-much 
he was delighted with my perſon. My complexion; 
my eyes, my hair, every feature, received new 
praiſes; my air and ſhape, were not paſſed over in 
ſilence. He kiſſed my hands a thouſand times, and 

would not part with them ont of his. Surely no eyes 
ever expreſſed ſuch a mixture of tenderneſs and ad- 


miration; every look increaſed my confuſion: His be- 


haviour put me more out of countenance, than the re- 


flection of having been found fo fooliſhly employed. 


1 believe it was near two hours before I could pre- 
vail on lord DokcnesTER to ceaſe his flattery, or to 
take 


r 


take his eyes off me; till at laſt I was reduced to 
tell him, that I ſhould be glad to be left to undreſs, 
for that I was very hungry, and wanted my break-.. 
faſt, but could not appear before his ſervants, thus 
apparelled. BY % 
Hie ſtarted at my ſaying this, and cried out, how 
* happy are you, OPHELIA, in that inſenſibility of 
heart, which ſuffers. you to think of ſuch trifles! 
« but how miſerable does it make me.“ I, who 
thought breakfaſt a ſerious conſideration, was ſur- 
prized to find him ſo hurt at my mentioning it; and 
told him that I could not comprehend how it ſhould 
either excite envy or diſtreſs: But as he begged I 
would not undreſs till after breakfaſt, on which con- 
ſideration, he would, himſelf bring it into my dreſſ- 
ing- room, to humour my deſire of not being ſeen; 
I complied, glad to reconcile. a difference of inclina- * 
tion to which ſo ſerious an air had been given. | 

My lord immediately kept his word, but during 
the whole time, his thoughts and eyes were fo fix- 
ed on me, that he did not well know what he did. 
He ſcalded his fingers, ſpilt his tea, let fall his 
bread and butter; and in ſhort made ſuch a confu- 
ſion, that I could not forbear laughing, though I 
had endeavoured it to the utmoſt of my power: he 
at firſt bluſhed and ſighed, but at leaſt joined with 
me, and complimented me, in ridiculing himfelf. 
It was almoſt dinner time before I could prevail on 
my lord to leave me, to put on clothes more proper 
for common wear, which at laſt he did, I dare ſay 
not alittle pleaſed at finding that what he muſt have 
defigned for captivating a childiſh fancy, and cor- 
rupting by glaring follies a mind bred in ſimplicity 
and reaſon, had ſucceeded fo well. 

The remainder of this day, and the next, were 
ſpent in ſeeing lord DoRcHRSTER's park; the ex- 
tent of it, and the variety it contained, made it a 
full employ for that time. 11 
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Two days more paſſed in ſeeing ſome neighbour- 
ing places, which were fine enough to merit atten- 
tion, though by no means equal in beauty or mag- 
nificence to my lord's. In this time I had ſome op- 
portunities of obſerving inſtances of his humanit 
and good nature, which contributed more — 4 
abating my fears, than his continual endeavours to 
amuſe me, to obtain my pardon, and merit my af- 
fection. | 0 | 

I could not believe that he had torn me from calm 
happineſs, for the chance of making me happier, as 
he pretended : what he had done was a myſtery hi- 
therto to me inexplicable; but I hoped the man who 
could be humane and kind to others, would not be 
cruel to one who had the greateſt tye on his genero- 
ſity, that of being within his power, unfriended 
and defenceleſs: encouraged by this hope I became 
able to converſe with eaſe, and ceaſed reproaches, 
which might exaſperate; but I had, by melancholy 
experience,, found were unavailing. | 


CHAP. IX. 


'F HE ſecond Sunday. after our arrival at this 
houſe, lord DoxcHEsTER propoſed my ac- 
companying him to church, to which I readily con- 
ſented ; though I had been taught to look on all ſpace 
as the temple of the great creator ; yet my aunt had 
informed me that in populous places there were edi- 
fices erected for public worſhip. When the ſervice 
was ended we walked over it; the building is pretty; 
but then appeared to me too much calculated to 
| pleaſe the eye, and to fix the thoughts on the arts 
of men's hands, to be a proper place for divine 
worſhip; where the ſuppliant ſoul ſhould be intire- 
ly filled with adoration of the ſupreme” being to 
which it is dedicated. The little fabrics the church 
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tained, by the beauty of the marble, and of the cary- 
ing, pleaſed/me greatly, as objects, but not as or- 
naments for ſuch a place, till my lord told me their 
ſolemn purpoſe, informing me that they were ereQ- 
ed to the memory of his anceſtors. | 
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This made me more particularly obſerve them, 
and I was ſoon deeply engaged in reading the cha- 


racters which I found engraven on them: This 
peruſal filled me with admiration; ſuch exalted vir- 


tue as by thele teſtimonies I underſtood had deſcend- 


ed through ſeveral generations, was a pleaſing ſub- 


jeQ for contemplation. The little time I had been 
in the inhabited part of this kingdom had taught 
me that ſuch merit was not univerſal, My Heart 
was filled with a reſpect approaching io adoration, 
at thinking I trod on ground ſanctified by being the 
repoſitory of the ſacred remains of - ſuch god-like 
men. I could not forbear addreſſing their departed 
ſouls with a zeal and reverence little ſhort of wor- 


ſhip; and praying for the influence of their great 


examples, towards enabling me to imitate their 


virtues. 


Lord DokchEsTIHR cruelly broke in upon ſo 
pleaſing a rapture, telling me, that I gave too eaſy 


faith to the words of man; “ though theſe are my 
* anceſtors,” ſaid he, I muſt, confeſs: few of 


*© them had any of the qualities here afcribed to 
* them. I might have ſuffered you my dear 
* OPHELIA, to have continued in your miſtake, 
as it would, perhaps, have given you more fa- 
vourable thoughts of the deſcendant from ſuch 
5, worthies, had I. not found myſelf enviqus of the 


cc 


great ſhare'of your eſteem, which by theſe falſe 
cc 


characters they had gained. Envy makes me tell 
you, that epitaphs are formed on ideal characters: 
cc the writer collects together all the virtues, graces, 

and accompliſhments, that are ſcattered among 
% mankind; and when theſe are all blended to- 
1 1411 2}. 7.9; 6 ge 
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© gether, with all the elegance he is maſter of, 
“ he applies them to any one who, at his death, 
« wants that memorial of his goodneſs, which his 


„ life has not teſtified. To him whoſe actions 
* have raiſed no character, a tomb is erected to 
6e bear on it, that which an epitaph can give him. 
KReſemblance is never thought of; if the deceaſed 
* has not one of the qualities deſcribed, it ſerves 
* the purpoſe juſt as well.” | 

I was indeed inclined to ſuſpect my lord of envy ; 


I could ſcarcely believe what he ſaid ; but when he 


convinced me of the truth of this account, I fin- 
cerely reſented the pollution of theſe, innocent aſhes, 
in being made ſubjeQs of ſuch falſhoods; and pitied 
the pure marble, for having its fair outſide defiled by 
ſuch foul lies. But what made this practice appear ſtill 
more ridiculous to me, was lord DoRCHESTER's ad- 
ding, that this was now ſo commonly known, that no 
one gave the leaſt faith to theſe monumental in- 
ſcriptions; that it ſhould have loft its uſe, and yet 
be continued, increaſed my wonder. My lord 
likewiſe told me that many people left directions 
concerning their monuments. It is not ſtrange if 
this appeared ridiculous to me then, fince uſe has 
not yet taught me to ſee it in any other light, nor 
made me ceaſe to wonder that it ſhould ſhare the 
dying thoughts of people, who, I ſhould imagine, 
muſt all have ſomething to leave behind more wor- 
thy their care; and ſomething to expect more de- 
ſerving their attention, than their own miſerable 
carcaſes. 

I was not without ſelf-love, but had no notion 
that it could extend to the duſt into which we were 
to moulder, and make us deſirous to fix our claim 
to every particular particle. 

Though I had not, till lord DoxcHEsTER broke 
in upon my ſolitude, ever received a grain of flat- 

tety; 
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| tery; yet mere nature and conflitution had given 
me a little vanity, without the benefit of compari- 
ſon, unable to ſooth my fancy with excelling mul- 
titudes, ſince I had never beheld them, yet in a de- 
gree I was vain: nature alone fuffices to make us 
ſo; but this kind of poſthumous vanity was far a- 
bove my ſimple conception ; and I complimented 

myſelf on my humility, in being only reaſonably 
fond of a living form of delicate and curious com- 
poſition, abſolutely indifferent to any poor remains 
after delicacy of complexion, ſymmetry of features 
and elegant proportion ot body that ſhould be con- 
founded together in one little heap of duſt. 
Lord DoxchEs TER, to fave his anceſtors from 

my partial cenſure; led me into the church-yard, 
where he ſhewed me that the folly was univerſal, 
and that the poor were as tenacious of the little ſpot 
to which, after death, they are conſigned, as thoſe 
who aſſert their title to it, by nobler ſtructures. I 
confeſs, I was ſhocked at "this diſtinction of ranks; 
and to find that here the rich and the poor do not 
lie down together; this cuſtom ſeemed to me to 
deſtroy the equality of the grave, which ends greater 
contentions than thoſe of precedency. 

Upon reading the epitaphs of the meaner ſort, 
J found their vanity was often confined within the 
narrow bounds of having lived and died; they were 
little more than certificates of their former exiſtence, 
proud to aſſert their having been of the human ſpe- 
cies, for miny of their wooden monuments, more 
periſhable than themſelves, bear no other inſcripti- 
on than the date of their birth and death. | 
Though I was greatly diſguſted with theſe proofs 

of the folly of mankind, yet at this time the living 
were more diſagreeable to me than the dead. I 
liked better to be an obſerver, than the fübject of 
_ obſervation: though in my dreſs I had conformed 
to the cuſtoms ot the piace, to the utmoſt of my 
power, 
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wer, yet there certainly was a ſtrangeneſs in my 
look or 2 that drew all Mick upon me, and which 
for many years did not wear off, while I remained 
in the country: I attributed it to the curioſity na- 
tural to people who ſee ſew ſtrangers, but after 1 
left it, I found that by living in a more populous 
place I only had more eyes upon me. Curious ob- 
ſervation — the freedom of action, I lired 
under conſtant and painful reſtraint. My lord en- 
deavoured to make me eaſy by flattery, attributing 
it to reaſons which might pleaſe my vanity; but 
though I did due honour to my perſon, yet I could 
not give him credit; and though I might now the 
more excuſably believe it, that I have ſeen the ob- 
ſervation leſſen as my complexion has decayed and 


that fewer eyes have been upon me, ſince the luſtre 


of mine hath been abated by age; yet am I convinced 
that the only ſuperiority I had over many, who 
while I was preſent paſſed untegarded, was in the 
air of a ſtranger to every faſhion which ſhe ſtrove 
to follow; this gave the charm of novelty to a f 
and perſon which could boaſt no other excellent 
above a thouſand: others which were leſs obſerved. 
I would' not have your ladyſhip imagine that I 
am aiming to be thought humble; I am very ready 


to allow myſelf all the beauty: Jam conſcious I poſ- 


ſeſſed, but fafhian, or chance oſten exalts us above 
our real charms, If truth did not ablige me to make 
this confeſſion, I ſhould not venture to ſay it, ſor 
fear of being believed; ſor our ſex ate as vain of 
having been, as of being handſome; and though 
they, while young, live in juſt terror of the words, 
Sbe was z yet when that fatal period comes, their 
vanity retires into it as into a |fortrefs; and fecure 
in this ſtrong hold, from which nothing can 
it, it makes little excutſons and ſupports itſelf with 
the booty it obtains. One of our own ſex has told 
us with full as much truth as poetry, that, 
C * Noman- 
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* Woman-kind's peculiar Joys, | 
* From paſt, or preſent beauties riſe.” 


> 


How often does a woman's partial report emu- 
late in falſhood the lying epitaphs which ſhocked my 
innocent ſimplicity! After the ſmall-pox, which fre- 
quently is the grave of beauty, how many women 
have 1 heard boaſt the charms they never poſſeſſed ! 
and ſoften the mortification of ſeams and ſcars, by 
praiſing the former tclearneſs and ſmoothneſs of their 
complexions. | | 

But this ſubject, has led me from the order which 
ſhould be kept ina narration; I have wandered from 
the time to which I had brought my ſtory, and muſt 
correct my irregularity, by returning to it. 


CHAP. X. 


FH ORD DorcuxsrtR's deſire of giving me 
every pleaſure in his power, led him to make 
me a preſent of a ſum of money: I would have ex- 
cuſed myſelf from the acceptance of it, as it ap 
to me entirely uſeleſs: every thing I could want 
was provided for me; I therefore refuſed an un- 
neceſſary burthen; but he inſiſted, and I was ob- 
liged to acquieſce. | 
As I had learnt that money was a very neceſſary 
thing to thoſe who were not ſo amply ſupplied with 
all it could purchaſe as I was; I thought it a pity 
it ſhould 'be ſo ill employed, and determined to 
"diſtribute the ſum, to me ſo uſeleſs, among per- 
ſons who were in real want of it. . Accordingly, one 
morning, when buſineſs had called my lord a few 
miles from home, I walked out, in ſearch, of peo- 
ple who might be made happier by thoſe riches, 
which were to me intirely uſeleſs. I entered - 
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firſt cottage I ſaw, and bluntly aſked the inhabit- 
ants if they wanted money; 70 anſwered in the 
affirmative, with an eagerneſs which perſuaded me 
they were in extreme indigence. I now began to 
feel the value of the treaſure before deſpiſed, ſince 
it could give ſuch true heart- felt joy as I received, 
from being able to relieve wretches, of whoſe former 
diſtreſs I judged by their preſent extacies. When I 
gave ſome guineas to the mother, ſhe appeared 
quite frantic with delight; though my raptures 
were ſilent, yet I could not but think my ſenſati- 
ons were as 2504 I for ſome time indulged my- 
ſelf in the contemplation of her joy, but as my ig- 
norance of the cuſtoms of this country, ſo new to 


me, made me curious, I at laſt put a force on m 


delighted imaginations, and enquired into the uſe 
ſhe would make of the money. I had given her. 
Nothing but a full knowledge of my ignorant 
ive your ladyſhip a notion of my 
ſurprize, when I received for anſwer, * That ſhe 
* would buy herſelf and children handſome cloaths 
“ keep as good a houſe at the next wake as an 
* woman in the pariſh, and never again work for 
* a neighbouring farmer's wife, who was of mean- 
“er birth than herſelf.” I was ſhocked to find 
that I had been contributing to the increaſe of va- 
nity and lazineſs, which muſt have deen great be- 
fore, or the good woman could not have been ſo 
much overjoyed at obtaining the power of gratify- 
ing it. I had no way to ſilence the reproaches of 
my - conſcience. but by falſe reaſonings, arguing that 
when ſuch unreaſonable deſires are too deeply. root- 
ed to be conquered, they deſerve our compaſſion ; 
and that the monay was better employed in re- 
lieving wants, though they were but imaginary, 
than in being locked up in my buroe. 
A great proof of my ignorance of mankind, was 
my endeavour to reaſon this woman out of her 
(8s C2 | vanity ; 
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vanity ; reaſon is too precious a bleſſing to be in the 
gift of mortals; I could inſtill none into her mind, 


and was at laſt forced to give up my attempt, find- 


ing my arguments had much leſs influence on her; 
than the deſire of exciting the admiration of her 
neighbours. The diſappointment met with in this 
inſtance did not diſcourage me from continuitig my 
courſe: Such vanity of mind appeared to me a mon- 
ſter in nature;.I could not believe the world af- 
forded ſuch another; therefore fearleſs of meeting 
the like ill ſucceſs again, I entered the next, poor 
cottage. I found the man to whom it belonged, 
ſitting in the chimney corner, with all the marks 
of ſickneſs and decay in his countenance ; his wife 
induſtriouſſy employed, and ſeven children, the 
eldeſt helping her, the younger part playing about 
him. I looked ſome time with pleaſure on this 
little family, for. children were ſtill a kind of won- 
der. to me, who had never ſeen any till I was torn 
from my ſolitude; our own infancy, by the gradual 
increaſe of years, making little impreſſion on us: 
then put the ſame queſtion-to theſe cottagers as 
to the laſt I viſited, but with leſs impetuoſity was 
anſwered by the ſick man, that indeed they were 
© very poor, and muſt have ſtarved, had not his 
„ wife been one of the beſt women in the world. 
4 For he had been by ſickneſs diſabled from work- 
ec ing, above two months, without money to pur- 
© chaſe a cure.” © Purchaſe a cure,” TI replied, 
with ſome ſurpriſe, © is there any one who. is 
te poſſeſſed of the power of curing diſeaſes, would 
require to be paid for it?“ Vit F * 
Alas!“ ſaid the man, “nothing is to be ha 

« without money, our doctor muſt have his fee or 
cc ye can have no cure.“ An accuſation of ſuch 
inhumanity made me exclaim with tears in my eyes 
againſt this ſecond monſter, which I thought I had 
diſcovered. I aſked the man, Why, in ſuch ne- 
| © * ceſſity, 
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«© ceſſity, he had not applied to lord DoRcHESs- 
c TER.“ His anſwer was, That my lord's ſtew- 
« ard was his enemy, and therefore he had no 
«© hopes of receiving relief from him, as he was 
«© aſhamed to ſpeak to my lord himfelf.” 
I obſerved to him that Every one muſt be 
© well received by my lord, who gave him an op- 
© portuninity of exerciſing his bounty and huma- 
nity; that it could not be in the power of any 
of his dependants to prevent him from conferring 
* favours on the deſerving, and reheving the diſ- 
“e trefſed: but that had an application to his ſtew- 
* ard been neceſſary, whatever offence he might 
& have taken, his anger muſt have vaniſhed at the 
“ ſight of io much wretchedneſs.“ | 

The man ſhook his head, and ſaid, © Ah! ma- 
«© dam, you are very, very young, and I am a 
& fraid too good for this world; God grant you 


cc 


„ may not foon have reaſon to change your opi- 


«© nion of it“ | 

I did not then underſtand the force of thefe 
words. I have ſince learned that they 'muſt have 
proceeded from ſurprize at my ignorant belief in 
the virtue of mankind, When I had given money 


to theſe people, I enquired into the uſe they would 


make of it, of which they gave me ſo rational an 


account that I doubled the ſum with the greateſt 


delight. imaginable; happy in the amends this made 
me for the diſappointment I found in the unwor- 
thineſs of the Jaſt perſon to whom I had given ſome 
part of my burden. 


This ſucceſs encouraged me to continue my 
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The next cottage I went into pleaſed me by its 
neatneſs. I ſaw only one inhabitant in it; ſhe was 
a very pretty girl, extremely clean, tho? as coarſely 
dreſſed as poſſible; ſhe was buſy in her dairy, and 
nothing about her wore ſuch ſigns of poverty, as in 
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the other houſes I had been in; however deſirous 


to ſee whether the love of money was univerſal, 
I aſked her whether ſhe wanted any. p 


The girl, in anſwer, ſaid ſhe could not properly 


be ſaid to want, ſince her father and ſhe, by in- 
duſtry and hard labour were ſupplied with the ne- 
ceſlaries of life, but that ſhe confeſſed ſhe wiſh- 


ed for money, perhaps as much as the moſt neceſ- 


ſitous. | 

This appeared to me a ſymptom of a depraved 
appetite, but I enquired her reaſon. To which ſhe 
replied that, ** all queſtions were not to be an- 
« ſwered.” My curioſity was perhaps more pre- 
valent than my compaſſion, when I told her, * that 
« if I thought the motive of her wiſhes a good one, 
« I might gratify them.“ 

* If you will buy the ſecret, I am ſure you de- 
te ſerve it,” replied the girl; and then very honeſt- 
ly informed me, tho” not without bluſhes, ** that a 
* young man in. the neighbourhood had loved her 
from a child, and been equally beloved by her. 
That they were to have been married by the 
“ conſent of both their parents, when, a few days 
& before the appointed time, his father died, and 
« left debts behind him to the value of twenty 
* pounds; an immenſe ſum to a poor labourer; 
© on this account her father withdrew his conſent 
ce till ſuch time as the whole ſhould be paid. This 
de was ſuch a ſpur to her lover's induſtry, that he 
% worked far beyond his ſtrength, in order to raiſe 
« the money; and yet it was ſo much to fave out 
e of a labourer's ſmall profits, that notwithſtand- 
& ing his endeavours, it muſt be ſome years be- 
ce fore the debt could be paid off. She concluded by 
ce telling me, that had ſhe money ſhe would ſhorten 
& the time of her ſeparation ; during which, his affec- 
& tion for her might cool, and the more reaſona- 


« bly, as he might look on the immoderate 2 
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* which oppreſſed his mind, and overcame his 
4 health, as the conſequences of his love for her, 
* and it was grievous to her to have that appear 
“ in his eyes as the ſource of any evils.” . 

A few gentle tears trickled down the poor girl's: 
cheeks, while ſhe imparted her apprehenſion, 
which moved my compaſhon, as well as my rea- 
ſon, to a deſire of rclieving her. I inſtantly gave 
her the ſum ſhe wanted, and was over-paid by the 
delicacy and vivacity of her gratitude, from which 
I might not immediately have been freed, had not 
her lover paſſed by the window, bending; under a 
heavy load of corn; this ſight attracted her with 
all the ſpeed her -legs could uſe, and winged with 
love, ſhe was with hinf before I had moved three: 
ſteps from the ſpot where ſhe had left me. I ſtay- 
ed a little to ſee the various emotions exprefled in 
their countenances; ſhe more delighted to tell, than 
he could be to hear; as the fatigues he had under- 

one had more afflicted her than him, to whom 
they were ſweetened by the reward promiſed to 
their ſucceſs. 4 op 

When their mutual congratulations were over, 
I ſaw the young man was accompanying his miſ- 
treſs, as I imagined, to add his grateful acknow- 
ledgments to hers, and that they might not have 
their more pleaſing converſation broke in upon, by 
a return they thought neceſſary, I flipt out at 
another door, and wandered on with the ſame-a- 
greeable attention. 

I had not gone far, when my compaſſion was 
excited by the ſight of a hut whoſe outward ap- 
pearance bore every ſign of poverty; and when I 
entered I found the inſide perfectly correſponded: 
with it. It was one general ſcene of wretched- 
neſs; the inhabitants were almoſt naked,. and ſeem- 
ed expiring with hunger. 
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I was ſo much ſhocked at this ſight, that I could 
not ſpeak to them, till a few tears had rendered my 
compaſſion leſs painful. During my filence they 
begged relief, with all the clamour of extreme ne- 
ceſſity; but could not be more deſirous to receive, 
than I was to give, which I did liberally, rr 
ing my purſe into the lap of the mother of the fa 
mily, whom I thought the propereſt treaſurer for 

the whole. | 
Without ſtaying to make any acknowledgments, 
or leaving me time to put my uſual queſtion, the 
woman ran up ſtairs; upon this a young girl, who 
ſeemed on the verge of the grave, burſt into tears, 
and was accompanied in them by all the reſt, ex- 
cept an old man, who ſat by, and appeared inſen- 

ſible of all that paſſed. 
I I aſked the wretched meagre race, what oc- 
* caſioned this ſudden flow of grief, when I had 
6 hoped I had adminiſtred preſent relief to their 

&; neceſſities ? ks x 

The fickly girl anſwered, that, © to relieve them 
* was beyond the power of any being, but him, who 
could change the heart. My mother's avarice,” 
added ſhe, © will defeat the kind intention of your 
© bounty; ſhe is not the real parent of any of us. 
& My father was eſteemed rich for one in his ſtati- 
& on, which tempted the woman who has juſt been 
© the object of your generous pity, to marry him, 
and thereby to reduce us all, who were the child- 
* ren of a former wife, to the greateſt misfor- 
* tunes that can ariſe from extreme indigence. She 
* is ſo very covetous, that ſhe will not afford 
5 cloathing either for herſelf or us, or give us any 
* wholeſome food; the little ſuſtenance we obtain, 
& juſt ſuffices to keep us enough alive, to feel the 
© miſery of continual famine. . My poor father's 
* underſtanding was impaired by a ſtroke of the 
* palſy, in a year after ſhe married him, happily 
| & loſing 
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&« loſing thereby the quick ſenfe of his misfortunes. 
“ Before I was brought into ſo very bad a ſtate 
© of health, I ufed my utmoſt endeavours to pre- 
« vail on her to let me go to ſervice; but the ex- 
cc pence of cloathing me that was neceffary, if I 
left home, appeared fo formidable to her that 
« ſhe would never come into it.“ | 
I pitied this wretched family more than ever, 
and when the woman came down again, I tried 
all the arguments I could deviſe, to prevail upon 
her to ſuffer me to have the laying out of part of 
the money I had given her; but this attempt fo 
exaſperated her, that ſhe loaded me with abuſe, 
and I went away the object of her rage and fury, 
inſtead of her gratitude; but was fully reſolved to 
revail with lord DoxcHxtsTER to adminiſter re- 
ief in a more judicious manner to the reſt of this 
miſerable family. | | 
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CHAP. XI. 


IB AD now diſburthened myſelf of the riches 
I had felt an incumbrance, though they were 
a leſs evil to me than to many others, ſince they 
would have lain by me negleQed and unthought 
of, inſtead of betraying me into vice and folly, as 
1s too often the conſequence, But, greatly pleaſed 
with having delivered up a property of which my 
indifference to it rendered me unworthy, I returned 
towards home, ſtrangely perplexed with the unac- 
countable diſpoſitions I had beheld in this ſhort 
progreſs. This ſubject deeply engaged my thoughts, 
when they were called from it by the melancholy 
entreaties of a woman who begged of me. She 
was ſitting on the graſs, with two little children 
by her, whom ſhe was crying over. 12 
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I was now grieved that my purſe was empty, 


and reproached myſelf for my too laviſh bounty. 


Though I was barren of the means of relief, yet 
I could not forbear liſtening to the poor woman's 
ſtory, moved by an appearance ſuperior to ſuch 
degree of poverty, Her tale was affecting; an . 
of ſincerity in her ſorrow, would have convinced 
me of her truth, had I then been taught incredu- 
lity, by the obſervation of deceit; but, at that 
time, 4 ſhould have believed a more improbable 
ſtory, as nothing could have appeared fo incredi- 
ble to me, as that a perſon ſhould utter a falſhood, 
I found the poor woman was reduced by misfor- 
tunes from eaſy circumſtances, and that ſhe, her 
babes, and her ſick huſband, were really ſtarving, 
As her diſtreſs was ſo great, I deſired her to ac- 
company me home, where I hoped to be ſupplied 
with the means of relieving her, and aſſiſtance in 
carrying her children. A burthen too great for 
her enfeebled body. | 
Lord DoRCHESTER, who was returned before 
me, being told which way I was gone, came out 
to ſeek me, and met me in the park with one of 
the poor woman's babes in my arms, attended by 
her and the other, 15 
I did not leave him time to enquire how I be- 
came thus accompanied; for, as ſoon as he ap- 
proached me, I told him, I had been among 
* beggars, till I had learned to beg.” Adding, 


that, © after I had ſo much money, it was ſhame- 


« ful to aſk for more; but that I had ſpent all he 
© had given me, in buying experience, in making 
« my own mind wiſer, and that of ſome. others 
« eaſier.” | 3 

T then gave him an account of all I had done, 
excuſing my errors, by my. ignorance of the per- 
verkench of the tempers of his poor neighbours, 


by which I had been taught, that © charity does 


not 
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c not conſiſt alone in giving money; for that 


© thoſe who beſtow not time and care ſufficient 
© to diſcover the merit and neceſſities of the ob- 
& jets of their bounty, muſt often feed vanity, 
6 idleneſs, or avarice, and render themſelves un- 

able to relieve veal diſtreſs.”” n Ansa 
Lord DoRe HES TER, with; a look of ſincere affec- 
tion, told me, nothing could make him ſo hap- 
* py, as my affording, him any opportunity of 
giving me pleaſure. His fortune could in no 
* way, be ſo conducive to his happineſs; and he 
* thought I had laid out my money to the beſt 
* purpoſe that ever any one did, ſince ſo much 
© experience, was never, he believed, ſo cheaply 

o pro chaſed.” | 

e gave me a conſiderable ſum more, with, a 

e which ſhewed the ſincerity of his 
wor © ie. 
This ſupply afforded me the power of doing 
every thing requiſite for the: poor woman's re- 
lief, and of enabling her to avoid the like diſtreſs 
for the future. But though money gave me, in 
this way, great enjoyment,. yet. I could not be 
quite pleaſed with the invention of coin. I looked. 
upon it, as the means of unhappineſs, and, there-- 
fore, could not forgive it, though it purchaſed: 
me the ſatisfaction of relieving ſome of the. evils: 
it occaſioned, It appeared to me equally: a ſpur” 
to avarice,. and an incitement to luxury. The 
ready exchange of it for all commodities, is, to 
the vain and voluptous, as great a temptation.to 
laviſhneſs in expence, as the eaſineſs of laying it 
up is to the miſer, to indulge the avaricious deſire 
of accumulating. People, whoſe deſires are inſpi- 
red by reaſon - ou can ſoon ſay, Thave enough 
of every thing. But vanity, avarice, and luxury, 
have no bounds; they who are under their infſu- 
ence, ſuffer almoſt, as much pain from their un- 
gratified: 
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atified follies, as the poor can feel from indi- 
gence. I ſoon perceived that luxury was univer- 
fal, even the poorer people enjoyed ſuch a ſhare 
of it as ſurprized me, when I compared it with 
the plain ſimplicity in which I had been bred. 
I could not reconcile myſelf to manners ſo un- 
like my own; I was not ſoon acquainted with ma- 
ny of their vices, they were ſo unintelligible to me 
that I only accuſed them of folly: but yet I faw 
they were void of ＋ ſimplicity I found in my own 
heart. My lord's conduct ſhewed him poſſeſſed 
with many virtues: but till I accuſed him of in- 
conſiſtency, for I could by no means reconcile his 
cruelty to me, with his benevolence to every 
other perſon. Though I grew too partial to him, 
to continue inconſolable for being ſeparated from 
my beloved aunt, yet ſtill, often to myſelf, and 
ſometimes to him, I called that treatment cruel, 
and bewailed it with many tears; eſpecially when 
J reflected on what ſhe muſt have ſuffered from the 
time of my departure; for I confeſs, I grieved 
more for her than for myſelf: My lords converſa- 
tion had charms that afforded me great conſola- 
tion; but ſhe could have none. I could not doubt 
his affection for me; every look, every word, ex- 
preſſed it too viſibly to leave ary room for uncer- 
tainty. His eyes were filled with admiration and 
tenderneſs, he could ſcarcely endure abſence for 
an hour, all joy would forſake his countenance, 
the moment he loſt ſight of me. But the inſtant 
I appeared again, his eyes-ſhot raptures, and wel- 
comed me before his tongue could utter a word. 
It did not ſeem to me unnatural, that a perſon 
who loved another ſo entirely, as I was convinced 
lord DoRCHESTER did me, ſhould be deſirous of 
ſpending his life in her ſociety. Not that I could 
excuſe ſo forcible a method of procuring it, nor 
quite underſtand how ſo ſtrong an affection as 
| rendered 


6 3 ” hd Wis 


„ K ASS ac. AS ad. 0 §Üüꝛ̃ od Finn 


" oo nkwwowu mw; 


A. a 


GG 7 XS & #: # 61 


rendered my company neceſſary to his happineſs, 
could be conceived in that ſhort time; but I my- 
ſelf had found ſuch an attachment grow in ſo ſmall 
a ſpace, as made 1t not appear to me abſolutely 
impoſſible; and in no other way, could I form 
any ſort of excuſe for lord DoRcHEsTER's vio- 
lence, though my heart longed" to do it; for he 
had then got a ſtronger intereſt in it, than I at 
that time imagined. I could not ſuſpe& him of 


any ill deſign againſt my innocence; of all ſuch 


views J was totally ignorant, I knew not what they 
meant. The ſhadow of ſuch ſchemes had never 
been repreſented to my imagination, whoſe ſimple 
purity received no light from his behaviour; which 
was ſo modeſt and reſpectful, that equal innocence 
ſeemed to rule his thoughts. Since I learnt how 
his mind was corrupted by the depravity of cuſ- 
tom, I have often wondered at his command over 


himſelf; but, perhaps, he was fortunate in hav- 


ing none to obſerve him, but one ſo blinded by 
ignorance, that ſhe could not eaſily ſuſpe& him of 
ill. I thought his love more tender and. more ar- 
dent, than what my aunt and I had felt for each 
other; this I attributed to a warmer temper in 
youth, and to the probability that a friendſhip for 
one of equal age, might be ſtronger than where 
there was a diſparity in years, as the ſimilitude of 
taſte and diſpoſition muſt naturally be greater. 

A woman ſenſible of the dangers attending her 
ſituation, might, perhaps, have taken alarm fre- 
quently, when I ſaw no cauſe for fear; thus far 
my ignorance was convenient to his deſign, who 
wiſhed to engage my heart entirely, before I could 
ſuſpe& him. For this reaſon an elderly woman 
was appointed for my ſervant; a woman of ſenſe, 
and more improved education than any one ought 
to be, who could aſſiſt in ſo bad a purpoſe; for 


| the muſt have known the motive of all the inftruc+ 


\ tions 
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tions given her, to which ſhe ſo cloſely adhered, 
that I never received the leaſt hint from her, that 
there ever was known any criminal intercourſe 
between man and woman. Equal care was taken 
that no book ſhould fall into my hands, that might 
leſſen my ignorance in this particular. My aunt's 
hiſtory was kept as much a ſecret by my lord, as 
by herſelf, as that might have ſhewn how much 
our ſex had to fear from the other. To prevent 
my eyes from being accidentally opened, it I went 
much about in the neighbourhood, my lord took 
care, on one pretence or other, after the little ex- 
curſion I have mentioned, that I ſhould never 
out without him, or my ſervant, who, he deſired 
might attend me, when he was obliged to be ab- 
ſent. By ſuch means was J kept in an ignorance, 
that now appears to me, on reflection, almoſt in- 
credible; perhaps it will ſeem. ſtill more ſo to. 
your ladyſhip, for none can comprehend the dul- 
neſs of apprehenſion in the ignorant, who never 
knew that ignorance... ' 
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CHAP. X. 
3 G the remainder of the, ſummer, I 


” indulged my natural taſte for rural beauties ; 
taught to admire nature in all her works, I could 
want no better entertainment than what the fine 
ſituation of lord DoRcHESTER's houſe and park 
affored me; eſpecially when this was heightened 
and refined by his converſation. He. eontinued to 
inſtru& my reaſon, and pleaſe: my vanity, at the 
ſame time. Child as F was, he treated my under- 
ſtanding with deference, and appeared to me moſt 
happy when he converſed with me. He ſpent al- 
molt all his time with me, endeavouring to open 


my mind. When we walked out, or ſat together, 
| under- 
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under the refreſhing ſhades the park afforded us, 


he would turn the converſation to the objects a- 
round us, explain their natures and their uſes, 
would lead my thoughts from the leſſer to the 
greater, from the vegetable creation to the ani- 
mal oeconomy, and ſometimes riſe to ſtill ſubli- 
mer ſubjects. A taſk for which nothing but 
great affection for me, could render tolerable to 
one of an underſtanding ſo far fuperior. I could 
not but be delighted, when I obſerved how grace- 
fully he would, by letting down his own under- 
ſtanding, endeavour to raiſe mine, more to a level 
with it, and that with an air of tenderneſs and 
leaſure, not of condeſcenſion, which by a ſeem- 
ing humility affronts our pride. | 

I was ſometimes inclined to fancy, that he was 
not ſo ſenſible of my inferiority, as I was myſelf; 
if I made as poor a figure in his opinion, as in my 
own, I thought he could not look on me as a com- 
panion worthy of him, and was afraid of mention- 
ing my own conſciouſneſs, left I ſhould open his 
eyes to my folly. None admire knowledge ſo” 
much as the ignorant. My aunt was no philoſo- 
pher; my lord ſeemed mclined to make me one; 
and when I bluſhed at my ignorance, would tell 
me, that, tm removing it, he meant not to re- 
** preſent what he taught as neceſſary to be known, 
* only to open a field to my thoughts, which 
„ ſhould be productive of conſtant amufement, 
take from ſolitude all languor and wearineſs ; 
and by ſharing my mind in gayer fcenes, - ſecure 
* me from the dangers attending a total diſſipati- 
ce on;” adding that, © the pleaſure he received 
* from obſerving the quickneſs of my apprehen- 
„ ſions, and the clearneſs of my ideas, was no 
&« {mall inducement to him to continue, as a de- 
& light to himſelf, what he deſigned at firſt only 
« as an entertainment to me.“ Every thing that 
bears 
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bears the face of wonder, pleaſes a youthful mind. 
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I was charmed with all the novelty which he re- 
preſented to me, I was almoſt introduced into a 


new world, nature wore a different face to me; 


my whole mind was engaged in contemplating her 
works; and it was no ſmall proof of my complai- 
ſance that I ſuffered the acquiring the French tongue 
to divide my thoughts; but lord DoRcHEsTER 
deſired it; and to pleaſe him, I applied to it with 
as much earneſtneſs, as if it had been the higheſt 
gratification to myſelf. He encouraged me by 
flattery on the err progreſs I made, and, by his 
converſation, would enliven the dull ſtudy of gram- 
mar, and teach me the language in great meaſure 
by diſcourſe. 

My lord's endeavours to amuſe, were not whol- 
ly apply'd to my underſtanding. My heart was to 
have its ſhare of pleaſure. He made me the diſ- 
tributer of his favours; if he gave relief to the 


poor, it went through my hands; he enabled me 


to remove the diſtreſſes to which I had been a 


witneſs, and indulged me in my deſire of ſearching 


aſter wretchednefs, in order. to redreſs it; requir- 
ing me never to go unaccompanied by my ſervant, 
when he could not attend me; a care which I 
then eſteemed an additional obligation. I was more 
officiouſly obeyed in the houſe than he was; his 
ſervants ſeemed to have learnt from their maſter 
to watch every look that might ſignify my inclina- 
tion, which they would not give time to riſe to 
a wiſh. They found this the road to their 
lord's favour, to which I was certainly indebted 
for all their aſſiduity. Had real regard for me in- 


ſpired any one of them, he would have ſhewn it, 
more eſpecially by warning me againſt the baſe | 


views, which they who are- acquainted with the 
manners of mankind, muſt know their lord enter- 
tained. 


In 
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In this manner my time paſſed, till the begin- 
ning of winter; I was conſtantly employed, but 
never weary, fot every employment was made an 
amuſement; and J had nothing to prevent my be- 
ing really happy, but the loſs of my aunt's com- 
pany, and the melancholy refle&ions which would 
ariſe whenever I thought of her ſolitary ſtate, and 
the grief ſhe muſt feel on account of her uncer- - 
tainty concerning me. Theſe would intrude 
themſelves on my livelieſt hours; if I enjoyed any 
entertainment, the remembrance of her would 
check my pleaſure and reproach me for having gi- 
ven way to any one while ſhe was in affliction. 
Could I have baniſhed theſe reflections, I ſhould 
have been extremely happy. The change of ſea- 
ſon had not robbed me of all my pleaſures, it only 
varied them. The eaſe of my mind never depend- 
ed on the gay ſcenes of nature, nor can my chear- 
fulneſs be clouded by heavy ſkies, overſhadowing 
the ſun. Every.thing that is agreeable 1s not ne- 
ceſſary, the decay of all vernal beauties ſo little 
affected me, that I was ſhocked when my lord told 
me, we mult ſoon remove to London, TI felt a ſort 
of dread at the thoughts of a change of place; the 
cruel ſtate of my mind during the only journey I 
had ever taken, had made me aſſociate very pain- 
ful ideas with that of travelling. | 

My lord endeavoured to perſuade me that 1 
ſhould prefer London to my country habitation du- 
ring the winter: he told me of the variety of di- 
verſions, and crowd of company, which there, 
in conſtant ſucceſſion, invite to amuſements. 

This appeared to me no bad opportunity of re- 
newing a ſuit, from which I had for ſome time 
deſiſted; and accordingly, I told him, that fince 
that place afforded ſuch various entertainments he 
could not find the loſs of ſo poor a companion as 
myſelf; it would therefore, be the nobleſt proof 


of 
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of his affe ction, to comply with my ardent wiſhes 
of being reſtored to my aunt, whereby he would 
bind me in eternal gratitude to his generous hu- 
manity. | | 

Deſpair of ſucceſs had made me ſo long ſilent on 
this ſubject, that I believe my lord was the more 
ſhocked at hearing me renew my requeſt: I never 
ſaw greater diſtreſs in a countenance than was then 
impreſſed on his; he made me no immediate an- 
ſwer, till ſeeming a little to recover himſelf with 
a melancholy air, which improved the beauty of 
his face, then bedewed with tears, he preſſed my 
hand in his, and putting the other round my 
waiſt, “ can my lovely OrhELIA,“ ſaid he, 
** Wiſh to leave me? can you be inſenſible to the 
* misfortune it would be to me to loſe that ſocie- 
ty from which I can ſcarcely bear an hour's ab- 
** ſence? aſk any thing, but yourſelf, and judge 
of my love, by the pleaſure with which I ſhall 
« grant it: but life has no charms for me but in 
giving me the power of converſing with you, 
** and to relinquiſh one is giving up the other.“ 

I was ſo moved with the effe& of what I had 8 


already ſaid, that I could no longer urge my ſuit; 66 
I could not even wiſh to go while he ſeemed averſe 6 
to it, but told him, it vas not juſt to be offended 
“with me for a deſire to return to one, with al 
** Whom I had been ſo long united in affection, a 
conſequently ought to love better than he could Ic 
eme, in ſo ſhort a time.“ Ceaſe my deareſt life,” b 
interrupted he, © ceaſe to excuſe yourſelf by an ir 
** apology more cruel than the requeſt. Compare 0 
* not the cold, the dull affe ction of an aunt to 
„that you have inſpired me with; her heart is ki 
*© incapable of ſuch ſtrong ſenſations. In pity to m 
* the tortures your indifference gives me, conceal di 
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it; allow me a poſlibility of flattering myſelf a- 
gain, that you make me ſome return of affecti- N 
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6 on for all I feel for you; do not throw me any 
* more back to the pains of crueleſt diſappoint- 
© ment, as you have now done, by the renewal 


of a defire, to which I had hoped your heart 


* 


* had ceaſed to prompt you. Surely I am the 
“ molt miſerable of men, to be able to impart 
* and teach you every thing but that on which 
* my happineſs moſt depends. Can your mind only 
receive impreſſions? is the heart of my OrRHE- 
* LIA inſenſible to no diſtreſs but mine? will ſhe 
* who endeavours to relieve all other wretched- 
© neſs increaſe that which ſhe alone can cure.“ 

Tears accompanied his words, and his head 
ſunk on my ſhoulder: I could not forbear min- 
gling a few with his; I grieved for having afflia- 
ed him, and wiping his eyes with my handker- 
chief, endeavoured to repair what I had done, 
with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of my affection, which 
indeed I never felt ſo\powerfully as at that moment 
and, with a warmth which my heart inſpired, aſ- 
ſured him,“ that gratitude to my aunt for her 
care of and goodneſs to my helpleſs infancy, and 
** Pity for what ſhe muſt have ſuffered on my ac- 
count, were the only ſentiments that could 
“make me prefer her ſociety to his.” 

My unwillingneſs to give him pain, made me ever 
after ſilent on this ſubject: I thought ſuch tender 
affection deſerved my gratitude; and ſhould have 
looked upon the urging this requeſt, as a greater 
breach of that duty towards him, than my deſiſt- 
ing from an unavailing attempt was of my want 
of duty to my aunt. | 

But neither the relinquiſhing that hope, nor the 
kindeſt expreſſions I could uſe, had power to raiſe 
my lord's ſpirits; his dejection laſted ſome days; 
during which he told me, “all I did now was out 
of compaſſion, what I ſaid before, was the dic- 


** tates of my inclination, and while that thought 
6 laſted, 


* 
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* laſted, it was not in the power of words to give 
him conſolation.” However, theſe melancholy 
impreſſions, which ſpread their infection over my 
heart, wore off before the time of our departure. 

My lord's ſpirits were not raiſed by the neceſſi- 
ty of changing his abode; he ſighed after the ſea- 
{on of leiſure which left him to the free enjoyment 
of my company, whereas his winter occupations 
muſt frequently divide us. This was a mortifying 
reflection for me, who, both by inclination and 
cuſtom, was now taught to think his continual 
converſation abſolutely neceſſary to my eaſe of 
mind, while I was detained from my ſolitude. But 
he would endeavour to perfade me that I ſhould 
be better pleaſed in London; that novelty and gaie- 
ty would more than recompence me for his enfor- 
ced abſence; and with this notion he would in- 
creaſe his dejection, though I often told him this 
ſeemed rather the fear of hate than love, ſince his 
uneaſineſs aroſe from the apprehenſion of my be- 
ing pleaſed. He raved at my inſenſibility in terms 
that I could not well comprehend, and made me 
find that ignorance was dangerous when people are 
eaſily offended, for without deſign I had ſeveral 
times diſpleaſed him. 


— — 


C. HAP. XIII. 


HE day before we left the place, lord 
3 DoRcHESTER told me, that“ it would be 


* adviſable for me to be ſilent as to my birth and 
© former way of life, as well as to the means by 
& which I was taken from it; for the oddneſs of 
© the event, would make people curious to ſee 
* me, and ſo attentive in obſerving me, as would 
5 greatly pain my natural baſhfulneſs; and that 
if they perceived my ignorance of the _— 

| 0 
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ce of the world, it would ſubje& me to ridicule.” 
He therefore adviſed me © to give way only to ſi- 
* lent wonder, if any thing ſurprized me, except 
© when he only was preſent; for to him my ſim- 
& plicity and natural remarks muſt always be moſt 
« delightful; but that to others it would be un- 
« neceſſary to give any further account of myſelf, 
* than that I was under his care.“ | 

Either my pride or my reaſon was hurt by the 
concealment my lord propoſed; I believe the for- 
mer. Though untaught, reaſon might have made 
me condemn thoſe who could ridicule unavoidable 
ignorance; yet only pride could make me ſo warm 
in my cenfibe. I told my lord, that, “ the open- 
** neſs of my diſpoſition made me ill qualified for 
any concealment; that it would be ſcarcely 
poſſible for me to hide my ignorance entirely; 
and when any ſigns of it broke forth, it might 
make me appear ridiculous to ſuch as knew not 
my education; whereas thoſe who did, could 
not be ſurprized at the neceſſary effects of it. 
That were it a misfortune or a fault, it ſhould 
rather excite pity than mirth. To triumph 
over the weakneſs of others, I added, © is 
cruel, but when their inferiortiy proceeds mere- 
ly from the want of advantage and opportunities 
of improvement; tis no leſs fooliſh than inhu- 
man, to be proud of a ſuperiority ſo obtained. 
To practice virtue, is to live up to the dictates 
of pure and divine wiſdom; to know our duty, 
the end and the deſign of our creation, and 
make it our rule of action, to adore with pure 
and warm devotion the author of our being: to 
be not only humane and benevolent to our fel- 
low creatures, but mindful even to what we 
eſteem the loweſt work of God, is wiſdom and 
knowledge, beyond what your arts can teach; 
“ for by what I have already ſeen, in leading 
* men 
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** men after vain purſuits, they make them ne- 
<* gle@ the moſt important duties.” ©1338, 

My lord anſwered, © that what I ſaid was more 
© agreeable to reaſon than cuſtom. That the mul. 
« titude were fooliſh and inconſiderate, and would 
both blame and praiſe without juſt cauſe. Such 
opinions indeed, a rational perſon might think 
& below his regard; but experience would teach, 
* that fools, like other reptiles, could teize us 
% with their noiſe, notwithſtanding our juſt ſenſe 
of their inſignificance.” 

He then repreſented to me, how diſagreeable 
] ſhould find it, to have all eyes upon me where 
ever J appeared; every one, if I ſpoke, liſtening 
to hear what the fair ſavage would ſay, and call- 
ing natural reaſon and ſenſe, becauſe little 
é known to them, ridiculous ignorance.” 

If he had not mollified the term of ſavage, he 
might have incurred the anger ſo juſtly due to the 
people he deſcribed, but he gilded it with love 
and flattery, and the vexation I had received at my 
firſt appearance, from being gazed at, was ſo freſh 
in my remembrance, that it prevailed upon me to 
conſent to the ſilence he required, concerning my 
paſt life. Cy 

This was not the only thing for which he was 
to prepare me; he now informed me, that we 
ſhould not live in the ſame houſe. This ſhocked 
me, I knew not why; I could not reſtrain a ſtart- 
ing tear, I felt a proof of abated love; but pride 
checked my uttering the accuſation, whilſt reſent- 
ment under the appearance of ſurprize and curio- 
ſity, enquired the reaſon cf it. My lord told me, 
that, his houſe was not large enough to receive 
« me, with convenience to*myſelf; beſide, that 
© the great numbers of people he was obliged to 
© ſee upon buſineſs, would be very troubleſome 
* to me.” The delicacy of theſe reaſons, ey 

4 -" 
4 


\N \ 


_ ce V ST mn 32RD = HT. OO oi 


as ww — 


oO P FILA N 
I did not doubt were real, made me ſpeak plainer 
than. reſentment had done; I aſſured him, that, 
* nothing could be ſo vexatious to me, as being 
« abſent from him, and that were we in different 
* houſes, I muſt loſe a great deal of his company, 
* which I might otherwiſe enjoy, eſpecially as 
«© buſineſs would engage him ſo much at home. 
% For were I under the ſame roof, the ſhorteſt in- 
&« tervals would allow me the ſight of him.” 
Though he was tranſported witÞ@my reaſon for 
begging not to be ſeparated from him, yet he 
plauſibly evaded all I could ſay, and brought me to 
acquieſce, though not to approve. | 


CHAP. XIV. 


* E next day we bid adieu to the delightful 
place, where every thing had ſeemed dedi- 
cated to my inclination, and began our journey to 
London. The firſt day paſſed agreeably; the ſe- 
cond was very favourable for travelling, and we 
ſet out early. But ſtopping on the road to break- 
faſt, my lord left me, and went to make a viſit in 
the neighbourhood, where I was to call upon him 
after our neceſſary refreſhment. 

Being told the chariot was ready, I went down 
ſtairs, and finding it at the door, got in, ordering 
the ſervant of the houſe to tell my lord's ſervants 
to follow, not ſeeing them in the readineſs I ex- 
pected. ? 

As I had no doubt but my lord's ſervant knew 
better where to call upon him then I did, I made 
no attempt towards giving directions, which could 
have been but very imperfect. Indeed, I had 
ſcarcely time to ſeat myſelf, he drove on with ſuch 
rapidity, I was not inclined to complain of the 
haſte, for no pace could ſeem too faſt 2 me, that 


was 
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was to carry me to the companion, whoſe abſence 
ſhort as it was, I found time to regret. But aft 
proceeding with unabated ſpeed for half an hout 
I began to wonder at the diſtance which my lor 
had called trifling; for we had gone ſome mile 
and yet were not arrived at his friend's houſe. Þ 
grew alarmed,- and could not help fearing that the 
coachman had not received ſufficient inſtructions 
I called to him, and exerted my voice to its highs 
eſt key to me him hear, but all in vain; the 
road was extremely ſtoney, and the noiſe the chas 
riot made ſo great, that my weak voice wal 
drowned by it. I then recollected that I had ne 
ver known it to rattle ſo before; this might be 
the effect of the ſtoneyneſs of the road; but yet 
wondered, I ſhould not have found it, in fo 
degree, in ſmoother ways. The lining and inſids 
appeared ſo much the ſame, I could not ſuſpec 
was in a different equipage, till the coachmail 
looking half way round, I thought, though I haf 
but an imperfect glance of his face, that it was nal 
my lord's ſervant. I then looked out at the paint 
ing on the outſide of the doors, and was immedi 
ately ſenſible, that I was not in my lord's vehicle 
I now grew ſtrangely alarmed, though I knew 
not what to think, and called to the man to ſtopy 
as loud as I poſſibly could, but with as little fugs 
ceſs as before; for my voice had not received equi 
ſtrength with my impatience; and after havin 
ſcreamed myſelf hoarſe, was reduced to wait in is 
lence for a lucky opportunity, to do what my el 
forts could not; imagining ſomething mult ſog 
ſtop our extraordinary ſpeed. In this hope, how 
ever, I was diſappointed, for it continued ſom 
hours longer, which, fretted and fatigued as I wal 
appeared to me an age. At laſt, the chariot dran 
up to a houſe, and ſto * at the door; but I wall 
by that tame, ſo. confourded and hurried, "Y 
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was in a kind of ſtupefaction and ſcarcely knew 
how to aſk the queſtions I wanted to have an- 
ſwered. | n 
A fat old woman hobbled out of the houſe to 
meet us, and opened the chariot door. My con- 
ſternation was too great to allow of much connec- 
tion in my ideas; I cried out, on her taking hold of 
me, for her appearance was diſguſtful, who are 
you? where's my lord? what place is this? not 
waiting for anſwers to the reſpective queſtions till 
all were uttered. 3 | 
* Do not be in ſuch a hurry, ſweet young 
© lady,” interrupted the fat gentlewoman, you 
* are with friends, my pretty dear; his lordſhip's 
honour will be here by and by. You know he 
muſt not come in broad daylight; but fear not, 
as ſoon as it is dark, he will fly to your arms, 
like any ſparrow to his mate; and pretty ones 
they are in faith. Ay, ay, he has an hawk's eye 
* for beauty, like to like, beauty to beauty, it 
* ſhould be ſo. All the women long for him, 
and happy the ſhe, that he vouchſates to take 
* notice of.“ | 
If the firſt ſight of this woman diſguſted . me, 
her manner and diſcourſe were {till more odious. 
As ſhe attempted to lead me into the houſe, ] in- 
ſenſibly reſiſted; I had no reaſon to refuſe it, but 
confuſion and diflike directed my actions, and I 
ſhould ſcarcely have known how ſtrongly they o- 
perated, had not the old gentlewoman continued, 
„ why do you ſtare ſo, ſweet madam? though I 
am a ſtranger, I will be as true and truſty to 
you as ever a woman you could meet with. 
** You ſeem hugely timerſome truly, but:I. war-, 
1 _ we ſhall ſee you more couragiouſer by ard 
by.“ 2 2 f 
Conquering reſiſtance, which was unintended, 
I fuffered myſelf to be led into the houſe, where 
D ſhe 
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ſhe continued talking in the ſame fulſome manner, 
till no longer able to endure her, I deſired to be left 
alone, a favour ſhe would not grant, without a 
little prelude to her compliance. A pretty dear,” 
.cryed ſhe, © ſhe wants to think a little; well, 
« well, think as much as you pleaſe till evening. 
© You tender ones love to pay it off with thinking: 
«© well, thoughts are free, as they ſay, or the lord 
% have mercy upon us.” Had not her words 
flowed even more freely than her thoughts could 
riſe, I ſhould have liked her company better, 
and found leſs occaſion to cry out for mercy, 
though ſhe ſeemed to think freedom of thought ſo 


dangerous. The old woman, indeed, was got 


miſtaken in ſuppoſing I wanted to think, for 1 
really had occaſion for a little time to compoſe my 
mind, in ofder to get ſome light into this ſtrange 
event; but little could reflection give me; I was 
more than ever at a loſs to gueſs at lord Dor- 
CHESTER'S meaning in all this, and thinking more 
increaſed my perplexity. I repented that my dif- 
like to the woman's converſation had made me for- 
bear trying if ſhe could give me any information 
as to my lord's intention, which was not impoſſi- 
ble, as ſhe ſeemed ſo well apprized of the time he 
was to come there, My repentance was in no 
danger of being long, as a ſincere amendment may 
reaſonably comfort the repentant perſon, for in 
about an hour ſhe returned, and gave me an 
opportunity of repairing my negle&, though not 
ſo immediately as at her firſt en I hoped 
to do; for till I had ſtood her iſcharge of non- 
ſenſe; I had no chance of being heard. Before 1 
could make an attempt to ſpeak, ſhe began. 
« What ſtill wiſhing, and wiſhing the Sun to 
make haſte to bed? yes, yes, to be ſure, the 
«© Moon gives a more prettier light to ſuch a ſweet 


*<. pair as you are. Well! a handſomer couple 
e | « one 
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« one would not wiſh to ſee in a ſummer's day; 
« you are a perfe& beauty, ſweeting, and a more 
«© comelier gentleman never trod this earth.“ 
« But, my pretty jewel, one cannot live upon 
e ſheer love; you will love the better for a little 
« good eating and drinking. Do not think you 


„ ſhall be ſtarved in this houſe; here it comes.“ 


Accordingly the cloth was laid and the table 
ſpread, in leſs time than ſhe had ſpent in her pre- 
face to it; and ſhe fo notably beſtired herſelf in 
this part of her buſineſs, that I could not make her 
liſten to the queſtions I put concerning the reaſons 
of my lord's fo Len altering the intentions with 
which he left me. hoped for more attenti- 
on, when that part of her employ was over, but 
found her thoughts had ſtill a ſtronger attraction; 
for when the table was covered, her whole facul- 
ties were ingroſſed in doing honour to her enter- 
tainment, on which ſhe made ſuch depredations, 
that I no longer wondered at her bulk. I had lit- 
tle inclination to eat, therefore repeated my queſ- 
tions, but got no anſwer, except, ſhe knew no- 
* thing of that. The firſt ſhe had heard of the af- 
fair was, that my lord would be there as that 
< night, and that ſhe might expect me in the 
morning; as for any farther deſign, ſhe was ig- 
* norant of it.” Finding I-could learn little from 
her, I intreated her abſence, as ſoon as ſhe had 
finiſhed her meal, and determined to wait 
lord's arrival with what patience I could. From 
him I hoped to learn the occaſion of this ſtrange 
whim, for as ſuch I could but eſteem it; and repi- 
ned at my fate, that had ſubjected me to be the ſport 
of any. one's caprice; for it had really a very diſ- 
agreeable effect on my ſpirits. However, as 1 
grew more compoſed, I began to perſuade myſelf, 
that a man whoſe love had been ſo very ſincere, 
could not mean to diſtreſs me, he could not be 
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much to blame, chance muſt certainly be partly 
in fault; with theſe reflections admimſtring what 
conſolation I could to my mind, I waited the cloſe 
of the day, and when that arrived, I durft not call 
for artificial light, leſt my fat landlady fhonld ac- 
company the candles; and ſhe did not bring them 
voluntarily, I ſuppoſe, from a notion, that I was 
aſleep; for I got away, by expreſſing a wearineſs, 
which was real, though a deſire of ſleep was not the 
conſequence of it. | 

v0 


En g 

FTER 1 had been about an hour in d f 
dark, I heard an equipage drive into the yard. 4 

My heart now felt a flutter it had never known be- S 


fore; this being the firſt time of any long ſeparati- & 
on from my lord, T was, till now, ignorant of the 


pain or pleaſure of expectation. I knew not how 5 
very dear his company was to me, till taught by 4 
being a whole day without it. I immediately thought | 
I penetrated his deſign in this whimſical adventure; — 
imagining that he certainly had contrived it as a 
puniſhment for my deſire of leaving him; and to Mw 
prevent my re- urging that requeſt, by making me * 
better acquainted with my own heart, which could 8 


never be able to bear his abſence. | 

My impatience would have carried me to meet 
him, had not the want of light made me unable to 
find my way ; however I was pleaſed to diſcover by 
the haſte with which he ran up ſtairs, that he was 
not leſs impatient to ſee me. The door flew open 
while his hobbling guide puffed after him, with a 
pace ſo unequal to his, that when he entered the 
room, the glimmering of her diſtant light ſerved 
only to give us a very imperfe& view of each other. 


I ſcarcely could diſcetn him before T found myfelt 
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in his arms. 'The rapidity with which he flew to 
me, and the eagerneſs of his embrace, aſtoniſhed 
and ſtartled me: I never had ſeen any degree of 
ſuch familiarity in him. I was not ſenſible of any 
impropriety in the expreſſions of affection; but 
without knowing a reaſon for it, I was diſturbed 
with this addreſs. I could not think ſuch violence 
the neceſſary conſequence of love; I was as much 
rejoiced, I imagined, as he could be, and yet ſuch 
behaviour did not appear natural to me. Suddenly 
we heard a ſcream, accompanied by ſome oaths in 
a hoarſer tone, which ſerved as baſe to the ſhrill 
treble of the affrighted old gentlewoman, and terri- 
fied me to a great degree. We preſently heard 
their ſteps upon the ſtairs, and a man crying out 
Where is this diſgrace to my family? reſtore her 
* to me, or this ſword ſhall force her from you!“ 
Never,“ anſwered: the gentleman with me, in a 
voice quite different from my lord's, “ never ſhall 
* ſhe be torn from theſe arms; with my life will I 
“defend her.” And caught faſt hold of me, who 
was endeavouring to run as far from theſe horrid 
threats, as I could. Had not fear overpowered my 
ſenſes, I might have perceived there muft be fome 
miſtake in this affair; but fright and ignorance made 
me incapable of drawing any rational concluſions, 
and I had little chance of recovering myſelf, as the 
old woman entered trembling, with a candle, fol- 
lowed by a middle-aged gentleman, who had his 
drawn ſword in his hand, and fury in his eyes. A 
lady, about the ſame age, came laſt though not 
behindhand in anger, if one might judge by her 
countenance or words, both very expreſſive ; but 
not the ſhrillneſs of her voice, or ſharpneſs of her 
tongue, a woman's only weapons, could have ter- 
rified me ſo much as that ſame inſtrument of ſteel. 
Its appearance was ſo awful in the eyes of the gen- 
tleman I had ſuppoſed lord DoRcHESHER, that he 
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let me go, that he might the better oppoſe his aſ- 
 failant in the ſame manner; and the firſt uſe I made 

of my liberty, was to fly to a cloſet at the other 

end of the room, wherein I bolted myſelf with the 

utmoſt expedition; for which I might not ſo con- 

veniently have found time, had not the lady puſhed 
her fat guide, with a violence which her leg op- 
- Preſſed by their burden, could not ſupport!'> 553! © 

Down fell the mighty load of fleſh upon the 
ground, and the lady not expecting to overthrow 
fuch a mountain, had exerted. her ſtrength too far, 
and by the old woman's giving way, was fo drawn 
off her bias, that ſhe fell over her. 

Though I continued to tremble: more than did 
honour to my courage, yet I made- uſe of the privi- 
lege the glaſs door to the cloſet afforded me, obſerv- 
ing through it, the ſkirmiſh from which I was ſo 
happily delivered. The clamours grew intolerable; 
the old gentleman treated the young one with fury ; 
the younger returned it with ſcorn ; names quite new 
to me were given and returned; each called aloud 
for vengeance, but neither haſtened to take it. 
Their ſwords ſhone bright indeed, but appeared ſafe 
as in their ſcabbards; as they were not quite re- 
ſplendent enough to dazzle the eyes, they ſeemed 
perfectly innocent. 

More vigorouſly did our ſofter ſex exert itſelf; the 
lady adminiſtered fuel to her own anger by reviling 
the ſtumbling-block that had ignominioufly brought 
her to the ground; ſhe called her bawd, ennobling 
every ſentence with that name, which was ſo un- 
known to me, that I imagined it a ſynonimous term 

for a fat woman; ſhe accuſed her of ruining her 
daughter; and having worked herſelf up to a proper 
ſpirit, fell to beating her moſt unmercifully. 

The victim of her rage roared all the time as if 
ſhe expected every blow would end the life ſhe had 
nouriſhed with ſo much pleaſure and care. At laſt, 

finding 
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finding that defence not ſufficient to deliver her from 
an enemy, whoſe ears had been too much accuſtomed 
to her own © troublous uproar,” to be capable of be- 
ing wounded by clamour, ſhe tried her ſtrength, and* 
ſtruggled with ſuch ſucceſs, that. ſhe extricated her 
arms from under her antagoniſt, and returned the 
blows. The battle now grew very hot; fierce were 
the "tas and vigorous the defence. Tongues, 
inſtead of drums animated the combatants; for they 
did net ſuſpend” the exerciſe of fpeech, tho' their 
hands fufficiently proclaimed their animoſity to per- 
ſons of any tolerable apprehenſion; but they aſ- 
faulted each others ears with as much violence 
as their caps. Abuſe flew as thick as blows; and. 
it was not long before they were both urdciffed. 


The loſs of one cap expoſed to view a fine head 
of grey hair, tho” then cruelly diſhevelled, that 


' feemed to denote more maturity of Reaſon and 


coolneſs of brain than was agreeable to what had 
paſſed. The other ſeized theſe hairy honours; 
the reverence they ſhould have inſpired being to- 
tally extinguiſhed by envy, which gave redoubled. 
rage to the enemy. The ſame accident happening: 
to herſelf, having unfortunately expoſed a hairleſs 
head, for time had been more cruel to her, how- 
ever, a few graſps made ſuch violent depredations, 
that, as Shakeſpear ſays, She made theſe odds all even ;. 
for getting the better of the partiality of time, ſhe 
reduced her adverſary to the ſame bald ſtate as her- 


ſelf. 


While the women ſhewed an implacable deſire 
of revenge, the wiſer men ſtill contented themſelves- 
with only declaring their thirſt for vengeance. Their 
reſolutions ſeemed all for blood and murder; every 
word threatened maiming, ſcarifications, wounds 
or death; but they were too great philoſophers not 
to govern their actions, though their unruly tongues - 
could not be controuled. They brandiſhed their 
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ſwords, but each was careful to avoid giving any 
ſcratch that might exaſperate his antagoniſt. In 
ſhort, they ſtormed ſo exactly in the ſame key, that 
neither found himſelf fo inferior to the other, as to 
be reduced to call in a ſharper aſſiſtant. Nor could 
either prevail on himſelf to attempt the deſtruction 
each ſwore to effect, till the old gentleman recok 
lecting he might gain the honour of a Murder, with- 
out danger of a mortal refiſtance, prudently changed 
the object of his threats, and calling to me under the 
flattering denomination of his ſhameleſs daughter, 


ſwore he would break down the door it I did not 


open it inſtantly; as ſolemnly aſſuring me, that 
when he could get me within his reach he would 
pierce my diſobedient heart. This, no doubt, was 
a moſt alluring invitation; he would have an excel- 
lent chance of bringing me out of my ſanctuary by 
ſuch a declaration, had I not grown ſenſible that I 
owed my danger to a miſtake, and therefore the 
ſureſt way of avoiding the one, was to rectify the 
other. "Tho? as ſoon as I became convinced of the 
error which occaſioned this buſtle, I began to find 
ſome entertainment in the fray, yet my ſpirits were 
in, too diſcompoſed a ſituation to be much pleaſed: 
I reſolved to ſhew myſelf to quiet the tempeſt, but 
knew not how to perform it ſafely; ſhould that 
old man remain as obſtinate in his error as the young 
one, he might deprive me of all ſenſe before I could 
reſtore him to his ſenſes; in age, anger will ſome- 
times be quicker than the ſight. - I therefore was 
reſolved not to ſurrender at diſcretion, but purpoſed 
to capitulate before I ventured out of my fortreſs. 
I called out to them, that, they were all miſtaken 
„in me, that I was united to none of them either 
by blood or affection; and if the gentleman who 
«© ſuppoſed himſelf my father, would but give his 
“eyes leiſure to convince him of his error, I would 
come forth to them.” 
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The promiſe I aſked was given me, and I opened 
my door; but I had not gone two ſteps into the 
room before the old man, whoſe eyes were grown 
dim by age, and his reaſon. obſcured. by paſſion, ran 
at me with his ſword drawn; I was flying back into 

my aſylum, from whence I ſhould not eaſily have 
been again tempted. forth, had not the young gentle- 
man reſcued me from the ſudden end with which my 
exiſtence was threatened, by catching hold of the 
outrageous father. Upon the promife of not let- 
ing him go till better light had cleared up the miſ- 
take, I conſented to venture to approach the candle, 
which immediately ſhewed. them all, that they 
were in an error, and gave riſe to a new kind of 
uproar, one exclaiming for his Harriet, the other 
crying. out for his daughter; and all appeared ſo 
mortified to find a ſtranger in her place, that I be- 
gan to apprehend a- bad reception, eſpecially as I 
could give but very indifferent anſwers to their vari- 


ous queſtions. We were not long at a loſs to com- 


prehend that all this confuſion was occafioned by 


the ſervant at. the inn, having informed: me of the | 


readineſs of this young nobleman's equipage, inſtead 
of the lady. ſo furiouſly conteſted, and by my heed- 


leſſneſs, which had prevented. me from diſcovering 


the blunder. The view of the company was now 
to deceive each other, all declared the impoſſibility 
of going in ſearch. of the lady I had perſonated, in 
ſo dark and ſo ſtormy a night, eſpecially as the road: 
was intricate and, hard to find. But as it appear- 
ed this was a.feint; for the old gentleman, I ſup- 
poſe, conſidering that it would be difficult for him 


to ſteal. a, march as he was lodged in the enemy's. 


quarters, thought it better to relinquiſh his hopes, in 


order to diſappoint. the other. Accordingly he told. 
him, *© he was convinced he.only deſigned to bub; 
ble him, in lulling him into ſecurity, by agree- 


ing with him in this point and then ſetting forth 
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© after the fugitive when he imagined his eaſy dupe 
« was faſt aſleep.” 

He acknowledged, © He had entertained the ſame 
© intention himſelf, but recollecting how difficult 
« it would be to execute it, he was reſolved to- 


* to make it equally ſo to both, and would not 


* go into bed the whole night, nor ſuffer his horſes 
© to be unharneſſed, nor his ſervants to enter the 
* houſe, unleſs his lordſhip would conſent that their 
* ſervants ſhould be ſo lodged together, that they 
could not be ignorant of each other's motions.” 
Beſides which he required, © that the keys of the 
* houſe doors, ſhould be depoſited in my hands, 
« and that I ſhould not deliver them up till they 


© met next morning at day-break ; promiſing then 


to carry me to the town from whence l had, b 
* miſtake been brought.” | 


The ill grace with which the young nobleman- 


agreed to a propoſal, that it was to no purpoſe 
to reject, was a ſufficient proof that the old gentle- 
man had not miſtaken his views. A ſupper was 
now ſerved up, which I ſuppoſe was intended for 


a more amicable entertainment. Every one eat as 
their ſeveral diſappointments. would permit them, 
but none ſo little as myſelf. The fatigue and great 
agitation of ſpirits which I had. that day endured, 


affected me very much; and the uneaſineſs I ima- 
gined lord DoRcHEsTER would: be under, on my 
account, with my uncertainty of finding him at the 
town where J was to be carried the next day, was 
an additional weight to my ſpirits. However, me- 
lancholy or ill humour made us appear much upon 


an equality, not a word was uttered by one of the 


company; the dumb ſhew of civility was —_— 
kept up; and as ſoon as ſupper was ended, the el- 
derly pair defired to have the condition immedi- 
ately complied with, and then to be ſhewn'to their 
chamber. 
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The young lord would have deferred the delivery 
of the keys, on pretence of the earlineſs of the hour, 
but prudence or poſitiveneſs, qualities to be expeCt- 
ed in old age, rejected all his evaſions, in a manner 
that ſhewed his-tolly+ in preſuming to form expecta- 
tions on the eaſy credulity of one who had arrived 
at the age of ſuſpicion. 

At laſt, yielding to neceſſity, he delivered the keys 
into my hands, at the ſame time intreating me to 
allow him an hour of my company; aſſuring me in 
a whiſper, that, .*© Could he obtain that favour, he 
* ſhould. eſteem the accident to which he ſhould 
te owe it as a very fortunate one.“ Adding, that, 
* A glance of my charms muſt efface the im- 
“ preſſion which any” other might have made on a 
* heart that had never felt their ſuperior excellence. 

This -bombaſt compliment was unan{werable to 
my groveling genius, . ſo J attempted not to reply, 
and found no inclination to grant his requeſt ; for 
the familiarity of behaviour which confounded and 


ſurprized me, when I took him for lord Dok- 


CHESTER, appeared odious to me, fince | knew him 
to be another. 

My room was cloſe to that wherein the gentle- - 
man and lady lay; as foon as I got into it, I bolted | 
my door, the better to ſecure the truſt repoſed in 
me, fearing left any attempt might be made by the 
young lord on the keys in my cuſtody. "Tho? I was 
not acquainted with the merits of the cauſe, yet L 
found myſelf inclined to the fide of the parents; 
they had a natural right over their daughter; and 
might juſtly have demanded more duty. from her, . 
than, according to the appearances of the-affair, they 
ſeemed to me to have received. They had, among 
the articles of agreement, ſtipulated. for my lying 
near them, which ſecured me from moleſtation. Fa- 
tigue got the better of vexation, and gave me, per-- 
haps, a quieter night than any of the family. 
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AD not a habit of early riſing taught me te as 
wake at break of day, the noiſe in this houſe W 

of confuſion would have f 0 
c 

| Broke the bands. of ſleep aſunder, lo 
And rous'd me like a rattling peal of thunder. no 

| w. 

The eagerneſs to depart raiſed them all at once, ap 
the ſervants were haſtened, they themſelves hurried, oy 


and every thing was ordered with ſo much noiſe and 
buſtle that all were confounded; and their intentr- 
on was retarded by their eagerneſs to put it in ex- 
ecution. | 

I, by proceeding without any extraordinary haſte, 
was dreſſed and ready before any of the company; 
and: my ſpirits being elevated 5 my approaching 
departure from a houſe I had ſo. little reaſon to 
like, I found ſome entertainment in obſerving how 
much they hindered each other by their general hur- 

At laſt, however, we got into the reſpective 
vehicles, the young lord, alone, in his, I with the 
old gentleman and lady. The former had preſſed 
me to accept of a place in his equipage: but though 
neither of them ſeemed to promiſe a very amicable 
ſociety, yet the others appeared as if they would be 
the leaſt troubleſome. 

To be alone in the midſt of crowds has been the 
counterpart of that boaſt of abſtracted philoſophy, ſo 
often, tho? ſo ſeldom, with reaſon, pretended to, of 
never being leſs alone, than when alone; but my 
companions might, without vanity, have claimed 
all: the honour that can ariſe from that ſublime ne- 
glect of every thing around us; for had each been 
the only being on earth, there could not have exiſt- 
ed leſs fociety. An abſolute ſilence was preſerved 
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during the whole road, and ſuch 1s the force of ex- 
ample, that though nothing could be more foreign 
to my nature, yet I followed it implicitly, and was 
as dumb as my companions. In this unſociable way 
we travelled till the beſt part of the day was ſpent; 
for not having proceeded with. the expedition I had 
done the day before, I found it a long journey, and 
ſomewhat the more ſo for growing very hungry; for 
none of the company would ſtop on the road. It 
was too much to mortify at once two ſuch natural 
appetites as hunger, and the love of talking; but I 
could meet with no redreſs. I did, indeed, break 
ſilence juſt to ſignify my opinion of the neceſſity 
there was for a little refreſhment both for us and the 
horſes; but the only conſequence of it was a ſurly 
ſentence from the old lady, by way of anſwer, who, 
in a grumbling tone, ſaid, Thoſe were lucky who 
« were ſo much at their eaſe as to think of ſuch 
© things; for her part her daughter had given her 
“dinner and ſupper too; and if I had not been 
“ careleſs and fooliſh I might now have been where 
{© T ſhould be.” Thus rebuffed, I reſumed. the ſi- 
lence, which was never after broken by any of the 
company, except by the. cough of the old gentle- 
man, who was ſamewhat phthiſical. | 

When he arrived at the inn from which I had 
been ſo ſtrangely carried, the firſt perſon I ſaw was 
lord DoRCHESTER, who I afterwards underſtood, 
and then hoped, was watching. at. the door. He 
rather lifted than handed. me out of. the coach, re- 
ceiving me with an embrace, which. L frankly re- 
turned, overjoyed at being once more reſtored to 
him. 14475 

My lord led me into the inn, and with looks of 
inexpreſſible delight repeated his congratulations on 
my arrival. He told me, that having waited at his 
friend's houſe, long after the time he expected me 
to call on him, he grew uneaſy leſt ſome. accident 
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had befallen me, and came back to the inn to learn 
the occaſion of my delay. He did not long remain 
in ignorance. He found a very handiome young 
woman in the inn yard, almoſt frantick; all the 
people gathered about her, while ſhe, inſenſible of 
the ridicule to which ſhe expoſed herſelf, lamented 
her ill fortune, and uttered all the exclamations of 
deſpair. Though the young lady's features were 
altered by fear and anguiſh, yet my lord recollected 
that he had been acquainted with her in London, 
. Where ſhe was educated by an aunt with whom ſhe 
lived, till her father, who, though a. man of for- 
tune, was vulgar in manners, and low in under- 
ſtanding, gave her his ſervant for her mother-in-- 
law. | 
The ſcene was changed; he was now reduced to 
a more abject ſervitude than his bride was in before. 
This woman inſiſted on her daughter-in-law's re- 
turning home. Thinking her, while at a diſtance, 
more out of her power than was agreeable to her 
love for her new acquited dominion- Lord DoR- 
CHESTER had heard of this melancholly change in 
the young lady's way of life, and had pitied her, 
but was now alarmed by the apprehenſions of ſome 
much greater diſtreſs. He enquired the cauſe of 
her diſtracted behaviour, and received for anſwer, 
te that it was owing to another young lady's having 
«© by miſtake gone in the chariot, deſigned for her;” 
by which means ſhe was left without a guide to the 
place where ſhe was to go; but the occaſion of her 
being ſo very much diſtreſſed about it they could 
not tell, nor what ſhe meant by continually ex- 
claiming that ſhe was undone, ſhould ſhe be dif- 
& covered, and was the moſt miſerabl wretch up- 
« on earth.“ 

My lord aſked who it was that had gone in the 
conveyance ſhe ſo much regretted, when one of 
his ſervants perceiving him in the crowd, came Ps 
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and anſwered his queſtion, by telling him, © it 
«© muſt be miſs OpHELIA LENOx, for ſhe was no 
c where to be found, and one of the ſervants of 
ce the inn had confeſſed, that ſuppoſing it her equi- 
page, he had informed her it was ready.” Ano- 
ther belonging to the houſe foon confirmed this, 

declaring,. he ſa me get into it, and had received 
orders from me to bid the ſervants follow directly. 

My lord was polite enough to tell me, that he 
was now-a fit companion for the diſappointed lady, 
being almoſt as mad as ſhe was; till his mind re- 
ceived ſome confolation, by conſidering that the 
miſtake could not laſt long, and that he might get 
ſuch information from her, as would enable him to 
overtake me. Upon this he prevailed with her, to- 
go into a room, where he could more conveniently 
enquire into the affair, and ſne might with more 
decency indulge her grief. 

The young lady frankly declared to him, that 
from the time ſhe left Landon, ſhe had received the 
moſt cruel treatment from her mother-in-law ; who 
not contented with the ſufferings ſne could herſelf 
inflict, had frequently exafperated her father ſo 
much againſt her, that ſhe had led a wretched life. 
The beginning of that ſummer lord came in- 
to their neighbourhood on 4 viſit; he ſoon diſtin- 
guiſhed her by his addreſſes, and, in the oppor- 
tunities repeated viſits gave him, had prevailed with 
her to fly from all the miſeries inflicted on her, and 
commit herſelf to his protection. The manner of 
her flight was performed according to the plan they 
had agreed on; when in the middle of the execu- 
tion, I fruſtrated their ſcheme, by my unlucky miſ- 
take, 

Lord DorxcnEsTER told me, that, out of a juſt 
ſenſe of the duties a child owes to her parent, he en- 
deavoured to perſuade her againſt ſo great a breach 
of her's, adviſing her to go to her aunt; and aſ- 

ſuring 
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ſuring her of his moſt earneſt endeavours to pre- 
vail with her father to conſent to her living there. 
His care was not unavailing, the young lady con- 
ſented; and he hired her a chariot, ſending one of 
his ſervants to eſcort her to London. All the ſatif- 
faction he received was, from having reclaimed 
her from diſobedience, for ſhe was ſo ignorant of 
what was to. become of her after ſhe got into lord 
's equipage (his ſervant being her guide) that 

ſhe could not give the leaſt account where I might 
be found. However, after my lord ſaw her ſet 
out towards London, he and his ſervants went forth 


on a fruitleſs ſearch, till night and deſpair of ſucceſs. 
brought them back to the inn, with an intent of. . 


making a more exact ſearch the following day, 


Accordingly, they purſued their purpoſe the next 
morning as ſoon as day appeared, but having been 


equally unſucceſsful as the night before, he return: 
ed to the inn, ſtill in hopes I might be again brought 
thither. Reduced to this expectation as his only 
reſource, he was walking every way within fight 


of the inn, in. the extremeſt impatience, when his. 


attention was awakened by the ſound of two vehi- 
cles from a croſs road. Probability was now unne- 


ceſſary; the ſmalleſt poſſibility is ſufficient to flatter 


our expectations in any thing we ardently deſire; my 
lord's hopes were raiſed, and were not diſappoint- 


ed; for it was our equipages which had given riſe. 


to them. 
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| , alan ER I had performed my part in giving 


an account of all the conſequences of my er- 
ror, and made ſome ſevere reflections on my inad- 
vertence; lord DokcutsTER find: ng that the 
young lady's father. and. mother were in the my 
cit 


OPHEE 4 89 


left me, in order to perform the promiſe he had gi- 
ven, of trying the force of his eloquuence, on a 
mind too inſenſible to afford him any certainty of 
ſucceſs. | 

Above two hours paſſed in this conference, at 
the end of which he returned and informed 
me, that he had not only prevailed on the gentleman 
to forgive his daughter's intentional diſobedience, in 
conſideration of her ſincere repentance, and to give 
her leave to remain with her aunt; but had even 
obtained the permiſſion, under his hand, with a ſet- 
tlement on his daughter, while ſhe continued there; 
to put it out of his wife's power to make him recall 
his promiſe. | 

I have related this affair, as it was then told me; 
but I ſhall now give your ladyſhip an exact account 
of ſome circumſtances, which were concealed from 
me, till ſecrecy was of no longer uſe. What ap- 
peared plain enough to my undoubting ignorance, 
would ſeem obſcure to thoſe, whoſe knowledge of 
the world leads them to ſee a deficiency in particu- 
lars. 

This nobleman had not been long in the neigh- 
bourhood of this family, before he began to make 
his addreſſes to the young fugitive, and pretending 
to be unmarried, he feigned " views, in- 
venting reaſons. for concealin from her father. 
He at laſt prevailed with her, to make her eſcape 
from her parents, and fly to him; promiſing to 
ſanctify ſo raſh a ſtep, by an immediate marriage. 

Theſe particulars ſhe related to lord DoRcHESs- 
TER, Who acquainted her with the deceit Put upon 
her credulity; informing her, that the young noble- 
man was already married to a woman of rank equal 
to himſelf; but was too well-known in the world, 
for a debauched diſſolute man. 8 

After ſuch a diſcovery, it was not difficult to con- 
vince her, that his views were far different from 

what 


/ 
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what he pretended, and that marriage had been only 
made the lure, to draw her into his power. As 
love had not extinguiſned her ſenſe of virtue, little 
conſideration was requiſite to determine her to fly 
a man -1nworthy her confidence or eſteem. But ſhe 
durſt not return home, therefore could eaſier reſolve 
what courſe to avoid, than what to take. In ſuch 
grief of mind, the was incapable of thinking to any 


purpoſe; but lord DoxcutoTER's humanity led 


him to think for her, and, as I have ſaid, he pre- 
vailed with her to go to her aunt, from whoſe good- 


neſs he encouraged her to hope a pardon, for an 
action rather raſh than criminal, to which ſhe had 


been driven by the ill treatment of her mother-in- 


law, as much as ſne had been enticed by the man 


whom ſhe loved too well to ſuſpect. 

As J had no notion a man could be guilty of fo 
bad an action, I ſimply believed the ſtory, as my 
lord related it, who, chuſing rather to take advan- 
tage of my ignorance, . than. to place his hopes in 
corrupting the innocence of my mind, thought pro- 

r to conceal circumſtances, which muſt lead me 
into reflections, that could not fail to alarm me on. 
account of my own ſituation. 

I had been ſo hggaffed by the events of that and 
the preceding 9 8 my lord would not attempt 
to proceed any farther till the next morning; by 
which time he hoped, I might be a little refreſhed.. 

The remainder of our journey was performed 
with ſafety and quiet, nothing uncommon happen- 
ing to us the reſt of the time. We arrived in Lon- 
don towards the cloſe of the evening, and I was 
obliged to borrowed light for the gay appearance of 


the multitude of ſhops with which it is filled, and, 


by being much illuminated, they received double 
luſture. As all was new, all was remarkable to me, 
and at every thing we drove by, I wondered with 
the fooliſh face of praiſe.” What then paſſed in 


my. 
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my mind, has convinced me, that want of experi- 
ence makes us as mere children at ſixteen, as at fix 
years old. Every gewgaw charmed me; every taw- 
dry ſhop amazed me. I ſpoke only in exclamations; 
every look ſtared aſtoniſhment. The vivacity of 
my ſentiments made my folly the more conſpicu- 
ous: but it was, at laſt curbed, by obſerving, how 
much my lord was diverted with my behaviour. I 
wiſhed him all poſſible entertainment on any other 
ſubject; but my pride would not ſuffer me to con- 
tinue the object of his mirth. With much difficul- 
ty, Iendeavoured to conceal my emotions by ſilence; 
but I found that my eyes ſpoke them as ſtrongly as 
my words; and my lord ſhewed me, to how little 
purpoſe, a perfon will pretend to act the hypo- 
crite,“ whoſe thoughts are legible in the eyes.“ He 
not only faw what my ſilence would have concealed, 
but the reaſon why I wiſhed to do it; and, to gra- 
tify my pride, ſaid all that could ſerve to convince 
me, that, *“ ignorance was no reproach to thoſe 
* who had not the means of learning: all we received 
* from nature was reaſon, this would give us a ſenſe 
* of virtue, and every valuable ſentiment; but as 
ce to the manual operations of art, it would be ſtu- 
e pidity not to be ſtruck at the firſt ſight of them.“ 
By ſuch arguments he made me, no longer ap- 
pear ſo little in my own eyes; I was again reſtored 
to my ſpeech, and forgave him the entertainment 
he took 1n it. 

My eyes were fo welt amuſed, that I was ſorry 
when we ſtopped at the houſe which my lord told 
me was my own. The rooms, after the ſpacious 
manſion I had left, appeared fmall, but were ele- 
gant and pretty. And as J had regretted the loſs of 
the country ſcenes I had left behind, my lord in- 
formed me, that as far as was in his power, he had 


fupplied the want of them, having choſen a houſe 
10 
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ſo ſituated, that the back rooms looked into Sz. 
James's park. 1 


My lord ſpent the evening with me, acquainting 


me with the number of my family, which conſiſted 
only of one maid, beſides her I brought out of the 
country, and one footman. | 

As we entered the houſe I obſerved a kind of 
box, much ornamented, which attracted my notice, 
and excited my curioſity after the uſe of it; this I 
was informed was a ſedan chair, which, that no- 
thing might be wanting to my convenience, had 
been beſpoke before I came to town. My lord 
told me it was to be my equipage, and ſhewed me 
cloaths for the chairmen, in the ſame livery as my 
footman : which differed from his lorſhip's; and 
being left in it to his own fancy, was the neateſt and 

nteeleſt livery I have ever ſeen. 

When lord DorcHnesTER departed, being a 
good deal fatigued with the length of our journey, I 
went directly to bed, nor could all the novelty 
which had amuſed my mind keep me awake. But 
ſweet as my ſlumbers were, I could not long en- 
joy them: ſudden noiſes in the ſtreets awaked me in 
a terror: I imagined that a dead ſilence was the 
conſtant attendant on night; and having fat in a 
room that looked into the park, till I went to bed, 
I had not been undeceived in this particular. A mo- 
derate noiſe perhaps would have paſſed unheard by 
me, ſo ſoundly I ſlept; but ſome people engaged in 
a quarrel, were ſo clamorous under my chamber 
windows, as muſt have rouſed even SoMNus him- 
ſelf. My fright was ſo great, that I found myſelt at 
the window, before I was ſenſible I had left my bed; 
the noiſe naturally drew me thither, in order to diſ- 
cover the occaſion of it: The crowd I beheld in- 
creaſed my fears, to a height that rendered me mo- 
tionleſs; but I was ſoon relieved by ſeeing them 
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move down the ſtreet, till they were loſt both to 
my ſight and hearing. | 
When the danger was paſt, which I imagined 
had threatened me, I endeavoured to compoſe my 
ſpirits and return to my bed; but reſt was no longer 
to be found there. The hour was come for the re- 
turn of all my gay neighbours to their houſes, which 
| was proclaimed with a noiſe that could not fail of 
diſturbing the ſober part of the neighbourhood. The 
| peculiarity of a footman's rap ſtartled me very much; 
I at firſt fancied ſome ſtrange diſaſterous diſtreſs 
muſt be the occaſion of ſo great a noiſe, but on more 
exact obſervation, and hearing exactly the ſame 
ſort of knocking at different doors, I began to diſ- 
cover an art in it ill ſuited to any ſuch cauſe. Hav- 
ing no notion of any other end in knocking at a 
door than to make one's ſelf heard, I could not 
ſuppoſe theſe flouriſhes were uſed for ſo plain and 
ſimple an intent; and at laſt convinced myſelf, that 
it muſt be one of the pleaſures of a people whom [I 
thought capricious enough to be capable of any 
thing that was ridiculous. This led me to make 
ſome very ſevere reflections an the hearts of thoſe 
who could indulge themſelves in ſo fooliſh an amuſe- 
ment, at a time of night when 1 give great 
diſturbance to perſons who kept lar hours/ and 
might prove very hurtful to the ſick. I then had 
recourſe to all my learning; and with the ignorance 
of many cenſorious politicians, deſpiſed the legiſla- 
ture which admitted fuch teizing follies; and by 
drawing compariſons between this negle& of order, 
and the accounts I had read of the governments of 
ſome other kingdoms, found, in the.diſturbance of 
my reſt, good reaſon to quarrel with our conſtitu- 
tion: many of thoſe who enveigh moſt ſtrongly a- 
gainſt it, perhaps cannot aſſign a better. But as 
politics, though enlivened by anger and cenſure, will, 
without oppoſitien, become languid and dull; = 
40 
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wiſe and ſevere reflections grew compoſing, and 1 
again fell into a ſweet ſlumber. Sleep now ſeemed 
inclined to treat me like a ſtranger, not with the 
careleſs dull manner of an old acquaintance, letting 
me be loſt in inſenſibility ; but ſparing no endeavours 
for my entertainment, repreſented to me the cot- 
tage which had ſo long ſheltered my youth, gave me 
to my beloved aunt's embraces, whoſe joy was be- 
ond utterance, and to be equalled only by my own; 
ford DoRCHESTER ſhewing by his ſmiles, the plea- 
ſure he received from our tranſports; and declarin 
himſelf rewarded by the ſatisfaction he enjoyed for 
the journey he had taken to reſtore me to her, beg- 
ed leave to remain a conſtant ſpeCtator of our mutu- 
al affection. In this pleaſing deception was I en- 
tranced, only to be more afflicted by this unquiet 
town; for all the ſweet deluſion was at once put to 
flight by a rap at my door with a club, as if deſign- 
ing to break it open, accompanied with a hollow 
voice, which though loud was unintelligible to me. 
as the more frighted for the quiet 1 
tion enjoyed; all I had hitherto felt 
y preſent terror. I ran to my maid's 
room, which was next to mine, and by catching 
hold of her, waked her. The fear impreſled on my 
countenance, communicated itſelf to her mind; ſhe 
was little able to inſpire me with any courage, till 
I made her underſtand the cauſe of my fear, by de- 
firing her to liſten to the dreadful voice which had 
alarmed me, but was now gone paſt my houſe, and 
accompanying the forceable attacks the club was 
making on other doors. It was with difficulty that 
reſpect, aſſiſted with a little peeviſhneſs, at being 
ſo unneceſſarily diſturbed, reſtrained her from laugh- 
ing at my fears. But with all the civil gravity ſhe 
could aſſume, ſhe informed me of the nature of the 
grievance, and made me liſten to the words which 
had appeared unintelligible to me, till I underſtood 
enough 
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enough to be convinced that they concerned only the 
hour of the night and the weather. I had not been 
inclined to believe this on her word, fuſpecting ſhe 
meant only to deceive me into a quiet ſtate of mind; 
and thought her invention very poor, if it could 
furniſh her with nothing better than ſo ridiculous a 
pretence, as that people ſhould pay money to be told 
the hour and the ſtate of the weather, which, if they 
were aſleep could not be of any conſequence to them, 
and if they were awake they might learn with leſs 
clamour. My ears, and ſome better reaſons ſhe 


gave me for the inſtitution of watchmen, at laſt con- 


vinced me, and I left her to finiſh her night's reſt, 
but not.to mend mine, for the repetition of the paſt 
noiſes, and the variety of new ones which ſucceeded 
them, ſoon overcame my hopes of fleep, and 1 
quitted all endeavours after it with my bed, ſpending 
the reſt of the night in reading and meditation. 


C HAP. XVIII. 


12 long been well acquainted with the firſt 
1 dawnings of day, but was now, for the firſt time, 
deprived of the ſight of the riſing Sun, when clouds 
did not conceal it from human eyes. It was an ob- 
ject that always delighted me; nor had I been ac- 
cuſtomed to behold the morning light with heavy 


eye-lids and fatigued ſpirits, which want of ſleep 


now made me experience; but as the deſire of look- 
ing on a more agreeable ſcene than a narrow ſtreet, 
had led me into the dining- room, from whence I had 
the view of the park; wearineſs of body and mind 
tempted me to lie down on a ſopha, which made 
part of the furniture of the room, and herę my ſi- 
tuation being much quieter, I enjoyed a little reſt, 
which ſufficiently refreſked me. _ 
e 
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The ſight of a great town cannot but amuſe a 
girl bred in ſolitude: the concourſe of people in 
the ſtreets was a ſtrange appearance; all the world 
ſeemed abroad. I fancied the people were at once 
ſeized with an inability of fitting ſtill. But tho? all I 
ſaw excited my wonder, yet it did not ſufficiently 
engage my attention to prevent my growing im- 
ariſe for lord DoRcHESTHER's company. I had 
ong been accuſtomed to ſee him every hour; to 
paſs a whole day abſent from him was miſery. I 
watched at the window in painful expectation of 
his arrival, till evening robbed me of the power 
of diſtinguiſhing objects. In this uneaſy ſtate of 
mind I ſometimes feared ſome accident had befall- 
en him, or that he was ſick; at others, I appre- 
hended a ſtill greater evil, that the want of deſire, 
not the want of power to viſit me, occaſioned his 
long abſence. This thought brought me a relief 
from tears, that enabled me to combat the evils 
my imagination had raiſed ; but before ſeven o'clock 
J had a better conſolation; for at laſt lord Don- 
CHESTER'S coach ſtopped at my door. 

My ſpirits were ſo much ſunk with the pains of 
impatience, that I could” not receive him with 
that joy in my countenance, which the pleaſure 
he ſhewed in ſeeing me deſerved. He flew up 


ſtairs with ſuch rapidity, that there was not a mo- 


ment's ſpace between the ſtopping of his coach at 
the door, and his entering the dining-room. 

He approached me with inexpreſſible tenderneſs, 
complaining of the tediouſneſs of every minute of 
his abſence, and of the cruel circumſtances which 
had deprived him of a poſſibility of coming to me 
till then. | 

Having inſolence enough to be piqued at not 
ſeeing him earlier in the day; I replied, “ that it 
„ muſt be almoſt impoſſible to many people, to 
« deprive themſelves of amuſements and g 

company, 
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e company, without they had a ſtronger induce- 
« ment than a chatitable deſire of relieving the 
c ſolitude, and enlivening the mind of one Who 
e could return them no entertainment to recom- 
«. pence them for the ſacrifice they made to their 
% humanity; and as I preferred his happineſs to 
«© my own, I was glad he had not endeavoured at 
&* ſo difficult a taſk.” My eyes, I believe, ex- 
preſſed ſome reſentment, but they were not. free 
from gathering tears, which ſhewed my grief was 
at leaſt equal to my anger. He, in return, re- 
proached me for my inhumanity in giving him 
ſuch a reception. Was the pleaſure” he ſaid, 
* which he had been longing for all day, turned 
into the mortification of finding me offended 
with him; for the moſt cruel diſappointment he 
had ever experienced?“ he proteſted, that, 
he had never ſo ardently wiſhed for my compa- 
ny; and was incapable of receiving pleaſure 
from any thing elſe.” He then related the vex- 
atious circumſtances by which he had been pre- 
vented from coming ſooner, gave me ſuch ſtrong 
aſſurances of his affection by words, and ſo much 
ſtronger ſtill, in the ſilent language of his eyes, 
that I could not reſiſt ſuch teſtimony : the moſt ob- 
ſtinate incredulity could not ſtand before the ten- 
derneſs fo viſible in his expreſſive countenance. - . 
The perverſe temper in which lord DorcHEs- 
TER had found me, ſerved the more to recommend 
the good humour that ſucceeded it; for want of a 
little interruption it had begun to appear an habi- 
tua] eaſineſs; and that, though always convenient, 
muſt ceaſe to be meritorious, when it is diſcovered 
to be involuntary. Befides, my peviſhneſs- ſhew- 
cd him as well as myſelf, how neceſſary his com- 
pany was to my happine!s; a circumſtance that 
could not but be agreeable to him, and could not 
be painful to me, while every wiſh was, gratified 
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by his preſence, and the charms of his converſati- 
on left no room for reflection. | | 5 

We both complained of having been ſo long ſe- 
parated, and the joy we ſhewed in each other's 
company, proved that neither had exaggerated in 
the deſcription of what each had ſuffefeg for want 
of it: conſcious of no motive that required con- 
cealment, and ignorant of the cuſtoms of the 
world; I faw no reaſon for expatiating leſs upon 
my uneaſineſs on that ſubje& than on any other. 
I knew not that the world would have allowed me 
to have grieved for the loſs of a parrot, to have 
been wretched at miſſing a maſquerade, miferable 
at being deprived of the ſight of a new opera, or 
diſtreſſed to the laſt degree at being diſappointed of 
the principal part of the company at an approach- 
ing drum; but would never have forgiven me 
for declaring my regret for the loſs of the moſt a- 
greeable companion that ſociety could afford me, 
if that companion happened not to be of my own 
ſex. I, by no means apprehended that to declare 
J was pleaſed with the converſation, and touched 
with the affection of one tenderly attached to me, 
was an offence to decency, if the perſon did not 
wear the ſame ſort of dreſs as myſelf. What my 
Heart innocently felt, I thought my tongue might 
irreproachably utter; and accordingly, in the ful- 
neſs of my heart, ſpoke as frankly as my lord, and 
with all the eloquent warmth of truth, deſcribing 
the painful ſenſations, and melancholy reflections 
to which his abſence had given riſe, as well as the 
fatisfa&ion in their being at an end, which recom- 
penced me for all the paſt ſufferings. Bleſſings, 
by long poſſeſſion grow ſo familiar, that we, at 
laſt become inſenſible of their worth, though they 
influence our whole lives, and conſtitute our feli- 
ay; We ſcarcely refle& on the uſe of the ſun, 


unleſs ſome withering plantation, that has been 
* deprived 
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deprived of his kindly rays, reminds us how neceſ- 
ſary he is to all exiſtence, 

We knew not how to part again, ſince when 
once aſunder, it was in the power of perverſe cir- 
cumſtances to keep us ſo; and much of the night 
was ſpent before lord DoRcHESs HER could prevail 
on himſelf to leave me. 
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F Had not been many days in London bofore lord 
DoRCHESTER defired I would ſuffer him to 

introduce me to lady PALESTINE, a relation of his, 
whoſe houſe was the rendezvous of all the * 
people in town, and where he aſſured me I ſhould 
be well entertained. | 

The vivacity of my temper made me incline to 
novelty and amuſement, and therefore I readil 
acquieſced: a day was fixed, and I was dreſſed 
with the utmoſt 1 and at no inconſiderable 
expence. As faſhion, not fancy, was to be my 
guide, I left the care of adorning my perſon to 
my maid, who exhauſted her art; and I dare ſay 
I ſhould have beheld the effects of her labours 
with ſome complacency, had I not been apprehen- 
five off being gazed at for the uncommonneſs of m 
education: an impertinence by which I had ſuffici- 
ently ſuffered on my firſt arrival at lord DoR- 
CHESTER'S, and indeed, in my road to it; theſe 
fears made me more diſpoſed: to find faults than 
beauties in my perſon. But my vanity taking 
alarm at this ſudden fit of humility, brought lord 
DorCHEsTER to its aid, who ſo ſtrengthened its 
party, that I promiſed, with pretty good courage, 
to follow him to lady PaLESTINxE's, where he was 


to go before, in order to be in readineſs to intro- 
duce me. 
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Nothing had ſo much contributed to make me 
eaſy, as his lordſhip's aſſurances that no one but 
lady PALESTINE knew any thing of me, nor 
would ever learn from her, more than that I was 
a young woman to whom he was guardian, and 
therefore I had no reaſon to apprehend any obſer- 
vation, but what my perſon excited; and he aſ- 
ſured me that my dreſs and air were ſo conforma- 
ble to thoſe of the reſt of the world; that there 
was no room to ſuſpect I had ever been ſecluded 
from it. | | 

My lord did not explain to me what was gene- 
raly underſtood by the word guardian; but men- 
tioning it as a common thing, had [ conceived any 
doubts about the propriety of my ſituation, he 
would thereby have removed them ; but I was far 
from imagining that being under the care of a gen- 
tleman, however young and agreeable he might 
be, was any indecorum. I did not ſuſpect any one 
of inclining to a vice, of whoſe exiſtence I was to- 
tally ignorant; and if I had been in that particular 
better informed, I ſhould have thought nothing ſo 
great a ſecurity as being under a man's peculiar 
care and protection. Some knowledge of the world 
was neceſſary to make me believe any one could 
with to injure another, long experience only con- 
vinced me, that a man could think of injuring one, 
whom he was bound by every tye of real honour 
and humanity to defend; nor could leſs have taught 
me that men who act with the ſtricteſt 1 
to their own ſex, ſhould; imagine themſelves leſs 
obliged to do ſo by ours, when they acknowledge 
that nature by giving us greater gentleneſs of 
mind, and more delicacy of body, makes us depend- 
ant on them; which cuſtom has through policy 
not only confirmed but increaſed. * 

But it is time to end reflections, which will be 


thought the dregs of my recluſe education, and de- 
| ſpiſed 
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ſpiſed as vulgar and puritanical by the free and po- 


lite world, who are above ſuch low reſtraints as I 
may be willing to recommend 1 ſhall therefore 
proceed with my ſtor . 

With ſome palpitation of heart, I went to lady 
PALESTINE; I knew ſhe was to have company, 
and the expeQation of ſeeing, perhaps, a dozen 
of people together, diſcompoſed that aukward baſh- 
fulneſs which was the conſequence of the folitude 
I had lived in; but the flutter of my ſpirits was 
turned into a real terror on the ſervants'throwin 
open the door of the firſt room, which expoſed to 
my view ſuch a concourſe of people as I had never 
ſeen, nor aſſembled together in imagination. I 
turned my back upon them, and fear being given 
as the beſt — to the weaker part of the crea- 
tion, was determined to run down ſtairs as faſt as 
I could; but lord DoRCHESTER, who waited juſt 
by the door, tho' in a fright I had overlooked 
him, caught hold of my hand, and then endea- 
voured to ſtop me, by giving me courage to en- 
counter the eyes of ſo large a company; he la- 
viſhed upon me that beſt cordial to drooping vani- 
ty, flattery, and undertook to perſuade me to en- 
dure to be looked at, by aſſuring me, that, I 
* muſt be the odject of the admiration of eve 
one who beheld me; and that if I found myſelf 
more gazed at than the reſt of the company, I 
“might be certain it was from being more admir- 
ed.” This argument has reconciled many women 
to univerſal obſer ervation; but with one educated as 
I had been, baſhfulneſs muſt be proof againſt it; 
however, he urged one motive that inſpired me 
with courage to follow him up the room, which 
was ſhewing me how much I ſhould oblige him 
by doing ſo. To give him pleaſure I could have 
perorages more e adventures, tho? the 
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- paſſing thro? ſuch multitudes appeared very tre- 


mendous. "EE | b 
When lady Pals TIxE ſaw me, ſhe came to- 
wards us, and received me in the moſt obliging 
manner; ſpoke in the higheſt ſtrain in praiſe of 
my perſon, and thanked my lord for giving her 
the pleaſure of my acquaintance. This flow of 
politeneſs I received aukwardly enough; I was at 
that time, by confuſion, rendered as incapable, as 
I was unqualified by nature, for returning ſuch 
compliments; expreſſions of goodwill, that I knew 
were dictated by truth, my heart could acknow- 
ledge, and therefore my tongue could repay ; but 
her ladyſhip ſoared above my humble conceptions. 
As the largeneſs of the aſſembly made the ſphere 
of lady PALESTINE's care and attention very ex- 
tenfive, ſhe could not devote any great portion 
of her time to one perſon; therefore I had ſuffici- 
ent leifure to indulge my curioſity by obſerving 
the company; for tho? my lord did not go to any 
great diſtance from me, yet he was ſo engaged in 
converſation with all the people around him, that 
he did not interrupt my obſervations. There was 
ſomething ſo affectionate in the addreſs of moſt of 
the company to each other, that I was happy to 


find the people among whom fortune had thrown 


me, were ſo inclined to friendſhip. I conceived 
a very favourable impreſſion of the whole ſociety, 
but was particularly pleaſed with one lady, for 
her lively and affeQionate W . e of joy at 
meeting with another; and found myſelf ſo at- 
tracted by the amiable diſpoſition, I thought I diſ- 
covered in her, that when ſhe left that dear friend, 
I could not forbear following her to the next: But 
how was I ſurprized to hear her, after practiſin 
the ſame addreſs, complain of the penance ſhe h 
undergone, in being obliged to ſuffer, for a whole 
quarter of an hour, the converſation of the * 
ſhe 
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ſhe had left with all the tokens of regret! a ſecret 
horror at ſuch falſhood took place of my beginning 
attachment, and I flew from her as from a wild 
beaſt; I believe too with a like terror in my coun- 
tenance; for lord DORCHESTER, whoſe eyes were 
always on me, enquired the cauſe. The manner 
in which I related it, ſhewed how much it affect- 
ed me, and I was amazed to ſee him ſmile at it. 
I conld not forbear aſking him, © why he choſe 
* to aſſociatè me with ſo vile a ſet of people; for 
* ſurely they would ſcruple no crimes, who could 
* unneceſſarily be guilty of ſuch flagrant falſhoods.” 
Nor was I better contented when he told me, theſe 
were expreſſions uſed by every one, but believed 
by no body, mere words of courſe. Fhis made 
no difference in my opinion, but by giving me 
reaſon to add the charge of abſurdity, in thus di- 
recting the only end of ſpeech to the crime of in- 
ſincerity; it ſeemed to me a method of ranking 
ourſelves with the dumb part of the creation, in 
ſpite of nature; all the diſtinction was, that thoſe 
nature made ſo, could not pronounce words, and 
the others rendered themſelves ſo, by uttering no 
meaning. I could not poſſibly allow, that the 
obligation of joining in ſociety required any more of 
us, than to bury our diſlikes in ſilence; to con- 
ceal a truth, which, if known, may hurt, and can 
be of no ſervice, may be a duty; but to pretend 
an affection we do not feel, I eſteemed criminal; 
and to expreſs what we know will not, and what 
we did not intend ſhould be believed, appeared to 
me an exceſſive folly. The diſguſt this little inci- 
dent gave me, made me attend lefs to the conver- 
ſation, and conſequently more to the perſons of 
the company; a change that was not at all to 
my eaſe; for I now found I had every one's eye 
upon me; where-ever I placed myſelf I was the 
principal object; to move was to little. purpoſe, 
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the eyes might be different, but they were ſtill a- 
like fixed on me. The gentlemen were more par- 
ticularly troubleſome in this reſpe&. If I fat down 
in hopes of hiding myſelf, it only drew them near- 
er, leſt any one ſhould ſcreen me from their ſight. 
My uneaſineſs was viſible in my countenance; for 
I heard one gentleman ſay to three or four others, 
come away, it is cruel to put any one ſo much 
cout of countenance.” * That may be,” an- 
ſwered another, But it would be more cruel to 
“ -myſelf to comply with a baſhfulnefs that adorns 
ce her.“ 

All the flattery with which lord DoRcH ESTHER 
had endeavoured to arm me againſt the effects of 
ſuch general obſervations, had now no longer 
power over my mind; I could not perfuade myſelf 
that I attracted the notice of the company by any 
thing but a ſtrangeneſs in my air and manner; and 
I was the more convinced of it by the contempt- 
uous glances of many young ladies, | 

My lord had informed me, that ſome il|-natured 
and ſome ill-judging people would deſpiſe others 
for their unavoidable ignorance of the follies of the 
world, tho' the knowledge of them could have no 
good tendency. "Theſe ſigns of undeſerved con- 
tempt, gave me no favourable impreffion of the la- 
dies, yet I liked them better than the reſt of the 
company: they looked leſs pleaſed indeed, but then 
they looked leſs at me, and that fully recompenced 
me for their ſcorn. 

I at laſt got lord DoxtnxsTER to approve my 
going home, and he immediately followed me, 
but found me ſo much humbled that I was quite 
dull. To cure me of my humility was therefore 
much his intereſt; and he laboured hard to per- 
ſuade me into the belief he had before tried to in- 
ſpire; and to convince me, deſired I would ano- 
ther time obſerve the difference between my com- 

plexion 
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plexion and thoſe of the reſt of the ladies; I was 
not ſo humble as to have overlooked that circum- 
ſtance; I had perceived a great deadneſs in the beſt 
complexions in the room; and as I did not ſuppoſe 
there could be any thing very particular in mine, 
fancied it a ſtrange effect of the light, till various op- 
portunities ſhewed me the contrary. This advan- 
tage I could never attribute to any thing but hav- 
ing always kept fuch early hours-as nature ſeems 
to have deſigned, having lived continually in the 
air, tho'ꝰ not much expoſed to the ſun, and on fo 
very ſpare a diet, as by giving me the pureſt blood 
imaginable, might communicate an extrordinary 
clearneſs to my ſkin. + Þ 

I ſoon forgot the uneaſineſs I had undergone, 
lord DoRcHESTER's converſation baniſhed eve 
painful thought, and the pleaſure he ſeemed. to 
have received from my appearance, recompenced 
me for what I had ſuffered for tt. : . - 
Lady PALESTINE returned my viſit the next 
morning; and invited lord DoRcHesTER and my- 
ſelf to dine with her the day following, without 
any other company. She was ſo eaſy in her con- 
verſation, and coutted my acquaintance fo polite- 
ly, that, in a few days, we became what the world 
calls intimate; that is, we ſaw each other often, 
and converſed with freedom and chearfulneſs- I 
found no inclination to a real attachment to her; 
ſhe was rather amuſing than engaging; ſhe had a 
good deal of wit, but diſſipation had robbed her of 
her judgment. She was the life of a circle, but a 
dull companion ite a tete; and, as if ſhe was ſen- 
ſible af this, the avoided them as much as poſſible, 
and delighted in a crowd. Her greateſt happineſs 
Was à general acquaintance, a bleſſing tu v hich ſtię 
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2 UR ladyſhip perhaps begins to wonder, 
that lord DoRcH ESTHER, with the views which 
you will ſuppoſe he had, would introduce me to a 
woman of faſhion, where I might gain a knowledge 


of the world; which, if it did not currupt me, 
might fruſtrate his deſigns by diſcovering them to 
me. That I may not leave this improbability on 
your mind, till the courſe of my narration' clears it 
up, I will venture the diſcovery, and inform you 
now, of what I long remained ignorant: for the 
manner in which I at laſt came by the knowledge, 
you muſt wait till the courſe of my ſtory leads me 
to it. | 
Lady PALESTINE, I have already ſaid, was a wo- 


man of wit, and of conſiderable rank; but her for- 


tune was by no means equal to her ſplendid way of life. 
At fifteen ſhe was married to an old man, who, as 
he did not gain her affections, could not greatly in- 
fluence the conduct of a woman, who had been bet- 
ter inſtructed in politeneſs, than in prudence. Lord 
PALESTINE's fondneſs, made her miſtreſs of her- 
ſelf from the day of her marriage. 

The natural vivacity of her temper, and the dif- 
like to a companion of an age fo ill ſuited to her 
own, led her into all the diſſipations which the gay 


. world affords. Her beauty, with the other favour- 


able circumſtances of her ſituation, attracted the 
other ſex; no woman had more admirers; natural- 
ly vain and lively, all received encouragement, and 
few who ſtrongly attached themſelves to her, could 
complain of her cruelty ; however, as my lord was 
leaſed, the world was too obliging to take offence. 
he good-natured, in ſilence pitied her errors; the 
eenſorious, expecting a ſpeedy rupture from = 
a 
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bad conduct, did not think mere anticipation wor- 
thy the attention of perſons accuſtomed to the more 
inge nious exerciſe of invention; and as the conſe- 
quences they expected from her irregularity, made 
her leſs the object of their envy than women of a 
leſs blameable behaviour, they thought her an un- 
worthy lubject of diſcourſe, and neglected her. E- 
very one indeed called her imprudent, but were not 
the leſs deſirous of her acquaintance, . ſince ſhe; gave 
entertainments, had great drums, and every kind of 
diverſion at her houſe. AS TRÆA, with-all her vir- 
tue, were ſhe now to come upon earth, could not 
attract ſuch multitudes as a card-table. People cen- 
ſure the pleaſures only of thoſe who will not impart 
to others the means of being pleaſed. If a woman 
has aſſurance enough not to be aſhamed of infamy, 
and a fortune to afford every faſhionable expence; 
the world may blame her ill conduct, but it will:not 
deſert her; while they cenſure her behaviour they 
will court her acquaintance. have learnt, that no- 
thing is a crime in. polite circles, but poverty and 

rudence. A perſon who cannot contribute to the 
follies of others, may perhaps be pardoned if ſhe on- 
ly complies with them; but if ſhe attempts to be ra- 
tional, ſhe muſt not hope for forgiveneſs. 

It is ſuppoſed, that lord PALESTINE at laſt grew 
leſs infatuated than he had been; for at his death; 
which happened when his lady was | about twenty-five 
years of age, he left her but little more than her join - 
ture of 600 J. per annum, and his London houfe, fur- 
niture, and jewels. This appeared to a woman 
her ladyſhip's ſpirit, a poor deſpicable pittanceg it 
would have obliged her to have leſſened her ples- 
ſures; and if ſhe had a proper ſenſe of the conſe- 
quences of retrenching, it muſt be allowed a ſerious 
conſideration, ſince the ſplendor in which ſhe had his 
therto lived, had been the only means bn preſerving 


her from contempt and neglect. | | 
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She could find but one reſource againſt the evils 
that threatened her; as ſhe was young, and in high 
reputation for her wit and beauty, ſhe thought it not 

impoſſible, for once, to reconcile pleaſure and inte- 

reſt; and, accordingly, made thoſe for whom ſhe re- 
linquiſned the eſteem of mankind, give her the 

means of purchaſing their civility, and outward re- 
ſpect. She was too engaging to fail of ſucceſs in 
this point: her wit and politeneſs, for a long time, 
excuſed the decay of her beauty; and ſupplying by 
art the depredations of time, ſhe was not deſtitute 
of admirers, even when I was introduced to her ac- 
quaintance, though ſhe was then above fifty years 
old ; faſhion was a charm of which age had not rob- 

ed her, and continued to attract many years after I 

knew her. But as this was not quite ſo univerſal a 

magnet as youth and beauty, ſhe found the effects 

in a diminution of lovers, and therefore was not a- 

verſe from receiving advantage from the love of 

which ſhe was not the object. 

Lord DoRcHESTER had been one of her train; 
miore from faſhion and indolence, than from incli- 
nation; and as he knew money had now more charms 
for her than love, he made little ſcruple of acquaint- 
ing her with his paſſion for me, and of the means 
he intended to purſue. He wiſhed to have me in- 
troduced into the world, as he thought it might both 
improve and amuſe me; he knew not how to do 
this without running a hazard of my learning more 
of it than was conſiſtent with his ſcheme, except 
by the means of fome body who would concur with 
him 'in the execution, and yet was on fuch a foot- 
ing in the world, that her acquaintance would not 
place me in a bad light; for his lordſhip did not 
chuſe that any perſon ſhould have reaſon to think ill 
of me but himſelf. No-one could be fo proper for 
this purpoſe, as lady PaLEsTINE. She knew my 
| lord's generoſity too well to decline the office, and 
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complied with the plan he directed, though ſhe diſ- 
approved it. 

She told lord DoRcHESTER, that, “in her opi- 
« nion, he would be more certain of fucceſs by 
“making me acquainted with all the cuſtoms of 
* mankind: by treating vulgar prejudices as they 
& deſerved; and ſhewing me how much more hap- 

* Py they were, who ſet themſelves above ſuch 2 
* low way of thinking, than thoſe narrow minded 

people who were governed by them. She offered 
{© to aſſiſt him in this manner, which ſhe eſteemed 
much the beſt.” But his lordſhip differed in opi- 
nion. He replied, that what the ſaid might be 
true, had I been educated in as great ignorance of 
vice and virtue, as of the cuſtoms of mankind ; 
* but that on the contrary, I was as much better 
* acquainted'with the one, as I was leſs ſo with the 
* other, than thoſe who are bred in the world. 
„That he was convinced I ſhould deteſt him, was 
* I to perceive his principles were leſs pure than my 
© own; whereas he now had reaſon to believe he 
« had made ſome impreſſion on my heart; and that 
& as I was free from ſuſpicion, he could not but 
* ſuppoſe he ſhould find opportunities from my in- 
* nocence and love, which he might improve; and 
* that all the effects he wiſhed from introducing 
© me into the world, was, the diſſipating my 
* thoughts, left too much reflection might _ 
© me ſome guard againſt him.“ 

Lady PALESTINE had fo great a ſenſe of male 
frailty, ſhe could not think lord DorRcHESTER'S$ 
ſcheme abſolutely impraCticable, and readily agreed 
to obey his commands; though an intimacy with 
me was not very deſirable, as it could not be culti- 
vated in a crowd. A gay party at ſupper was her 
greateſt pleaſure, but in them I might have ſeen 
more of the world than was thought adviſeable, 
eſpecially as 2 — was apt to take a free turn 

at 
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at her -ladyſhip's houſe. However ſhe ſacrificed a 
few hours to my lord and me, excluding others. At 
her largeſt afſemblies I was judged ſafe enough; for 
though I here fell into converſation with many peo- 
ple, eſpecially the gentlemen, for they were moſt 
watchful for opportunities of ſpeaking to me, and I 
was not more reſerved to them than to my own ſex ; 
yet decorum ſecured me from the freedom of con- 
verſation, to which her ladyſhip admitted them. 
She was likewiſe graciouſly pleaſed to carry me to 
public places. | 

The firſt I appeared at was a play. No one was 
admitted into the box to us but lord DoRcHESTER, 
who excluded all others that I might not confine 
the emotions ſo new a ſight would raiſe in me. My 
lord had often read to me ſome of SHAKESPEAR's 
hiſtorical plays, and it was to one of theſe he carri- 
ed me, never chuſing I ſhould go to any — and 
he gave me ſo poor a character of the performances 
of many of the other dramatic poets, that I never 
felt a deſire of ſeeing them, tho' by the play bills I 
found there was great variety. : 

Had my lord's only view been my entertainment, 
in this he would have acted judiciouſly ; I have been 
convinced by obſervation, that plays and novels vi- 
tiate the taſte: T allow many of them to be extremely 
diverting, ſome very fine; but by the- multiplicity of 
events, mixed with a good deal of the marvellous; 
they teach the mind a diffipation even in reading. 
The ſimple chain of facts in hiſtory, appears ill to a 
perſon uſed to wonder; as moral truths, and ſound 
reaſon do, to one who has been accuſtomed to the + 
turns and quibbles of falſe wit, the enchanting jingle 
of rhime, or the pompous ſound of high-flown 
metaphors. 7 

Not that I would exclude the reading of ſuch au- 
thors as I mention. I am not inſenſible to the charms 
of poetry; perhaps was I more fo I might not think 
10 
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it ſo unfit for young people. But I look upon it as 
dangerous, ' before, matrurity has fixed ſome degree 
of taſte, ſome ſteadineſs of thought and principle, 
as it is apt to render them ever after uninclined to 
ſuch ſtudies as are uſeful, and of more laſting enter- 
tainment. In ſhort, I efteem ſuch reading as bad 
for the mind, as high meats are for the ſtomach; 
they may create a falſe appetite, but will pall a true 
one, and make all proper food appear inſipid, till by 
long uſe they even grow tireſome, and the true ap- 
petite being vitiated, all alike diſguſt. | 

The very little I heard of ſuch performances 
pleaſed me for the time; but being ſeldom, and of 
ſhort duration, they did not dwell enough on my 
mind to lead me into any compariſon between the 
entertainment they afforded me, and what I receiv- 
ed from my common ſtudies; they amuſed without 
diſſipating. Lord DorxcuEsTER diſpenſed them as 
a cordial to my ſpirits, when he perceived them in- 
clined to ſuffer from the melancholy refleQions 
which would occur too frequently, as my aunt could 
not be long out of my thoughts. However, great- 
ly as I had been entertained by the plays I had 
heard, there was ſomething ſo much more lively in 
the repreſentation of them on the theatre as at firſt 
delighted me extremely. I had heard many of the 
ſpeeches much more to advantage when my lord 
read them; but in the acting, the whole received 
ſuch an air of truth, that I could ſcarcely diſbelieve 
a fact in it. This made my agitations almoſt as 
ſtrong as if I had been the ſpectator of a real trage- 
dy. The play was Macbeth, and lord Dokchxs- 
TER and lady PALESTINE were ſufficiently taken up 
in obſerving the paſſions impreſt on my counte- 
nance. They told me, I might more properly be 
ſaid to act the play, than ſome of the perſons on 
the ſtage. Indeed, I believe I was more fatigued 
with my part of the repreſentation; for when it 
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was over, I found my mind quite weary with the agita- 
tion it had been in. Anger was one of the paſſions that 
had been excited, for I could not bear with patience 
the noiſes that were ſometimes made; and was fo 
intirely engaged, that I could not utter a rational 
ſentence on any other ſubje&, even between the 
acts: nor did the change of ſcene change my ideas: 
for after I went home, they continued as much fixed 
on the play, as during the repreſentation; and it 
was almoſt with difficulty they at laft gave place to 
lleep. | R 


C HAP. XXI. 


FT ADV Parxsrixx invited me the next day to 
a private party of a few friends: 1 would mo- 
deſtly have declined the invitation; for not being a 
general friend to the company, I felt myſelf unwor- 
thy of a place among them, and expreſſed-a fear of 
being a troubleſome reſtraint on their converſation. 
She fmiled at this notion, but inſiſted on my com- 
ing. I could not help anticipating, in my imagina- 
tion, the pleaſure I ſhould receive from the variety 
of converſation ſo noble and extenſive'a union mult 
afford, where each perſon could venture to declare 
every thought, and give vent even to their follies. 
For ” had been taught by my lord, the neceſſity ot 
being guarded in what we fay before any but moſt 
intimate friends; and to'this I attributed the extreme 
triflingneſs of all the MY Hepes at which ] ne 

_ preſent. © i 
I went to lady PALzSTINE's at the tinged 
time; and though there were fewer people than 1 
had ever ſeen when ſhe admitted company; yet: T 
was inclined to envy her ſo many ſelect friends; for 

there was about twenty in number. 

My 
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My expectation bein v raiſed, I was all attenti- 
on; but, to my great ſurprize, the converſation 
extended no farther than the weather and their en- 
gagements, during the interval between their ar- 
rival, and their being properly diſpoſed to their ſe- 
parate tables; for I then learnt, that even in friend- 
ly ſocieties, cards were a neceſſary ingredient. 
Not doubting but converſation would ſhare their 
time, I, by turns, attended every table, but found 
that the game was the only topick. One held the 
cruelleſt cards, another the pleaſanteſt hand; thoſe 
who won moſt part of the night, no ſooner ſeem- 
ed to be threatened with a reverſe of fortune, 
than they declared, ©* there was no playing againſt 


lady ſuch an one, ſhe — won.” Another 
0 


equally unſucceſsful added, /me people had ſtrange 
good luck; for her part, ſne found her cards 
Vvould ſometimes be bad, but /ome people could 
“ make them win, whether they were bad or 
* good.” The winners enjoyed their good for- 
tune in ſilence, or told you how much they had 
loſt the night before. When it grew late, this ſe- 
. le& ſociety broke up; and ſhewing, that cards, 
not friendſhip, had drawn them together, with- 
drew as ſoon as they aroſe from the table ; ſome 
exulting with the reflection of having won their 
friends money, others out of humour, at having 
Toft their own, but none, I believe, fo diſappoint- 
ed as myſelf, who had imagined a far different en- 
tertainment; not having then learnt, that, a par- 
ty which does not, by its numbers, deſerve to be 
honoured with the name of a drum, is entitled, a 
private party of a few friends; I fuppoſe, by way 
of expreſſing its inſignificance. « 
As I frequently met the ſame company at lady 
PALESTINE.'s, I ſoon became acquainted with ma- 
ny of them, eſpecially of the other ſex, none of 
wEom 
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whom pleaſed me ſo welt as fir CHARLES Lis- 
DALE. His perſon had f particular charms; he 
was genteel, and looked like a man of faſhion, o- 
therwiſe plain enough. But he was extremely 
lively, had a great deal of wit and politeneſs, and 
ſhewed a particular regard for me, by great atten- 
tion, reſpect, and a conſtant attendance ; for he 
followed me about like my ſhadow, and when I 
was preſent, appeared inſenſible to every other per- 
ſon in company. His eyes ſeemed only given him 
to look at me, and his ears to hear no words but 
what I uttered, his whole converſation was direct- 
ed to me. : 

Ought I to be aſhamed of owning, that I was 
pleaſed with fir CHARLESs's behaviour? does it 
ſhew a ſpirit of coquetry to like to be approved ? 
Surely not. I thought not of love, nor conſidered 
him as a lover; but my baſhfulneſs found great 
relief from perceiving him well diſpoſed to be 

leaſed with what I ſaid : his partiality made me 


eſs careful in weighing my words, and this eaſe 


rendered his converſation particularly agreeable to 


me. There is great ſatisfaction in having the li- 
berty of talking nonſenſe, without incurring the 
contempt of our hearers; and, perhaps, people 
never appear to more advantage, than when they 
dare give the reigns to their imagination and viva- 
city, and leave to others the care of being wile. 
Another merit in ſir CHARLES LisDALE, was, 
that he did not ſurfeit me with compliments, and 
when he made me any, there was always an ele- 
gance and variety in them; a circuſtance, of which 
the converſation of many of his ſex could not 
boaſt. Their fulſome flattery diſguſted me; I 
could not liſten to people who had forſworn all 
truth. Beſides, my pride was offended in their 
ſuppoſing me ſo weak, as to believe what they ſaid, 
and endeavouring to render themſelves agreeable, 
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by addreſſing my vanity inſtead of my reaſon, till 
I obſerved that they treated others a good deal in 
the ſame; manher; for that they did not talk in 
quite ſo high a ſtrain to them, I imagined was from 
expecting leſs credulitꝭ in perſons of more mature 
years, and not ſo new to the world, as they muſt 
perceive I was. But fir CHARLEs taught me to 
divert myſelf with theſe ridiculous compliments ; 
and, aſter a time, I began to find amuſement in 
their folly. 

I had one or two danglers, who were well ſtric- 
ken in years, and afforded me more entertainment 
than any; they deified me with ſo much nonſenſe 
and bombaſt, that I ſometimes could ſcarcely un- 


derſtand them, and they would beg for a ſmile, ſo 


much like a ſtreet beggar for an alms, that my ge- 
nerofity generally exceeded their demands; for | 
was terribly apt to give them an ungrateful laugh 
inſtead of a gracious fimper, which diſcompoſed 
their tempers ſtill more than my features, and ex- 
cited a reſentment that was not ſoon cooled. 
However, whether languiſhing or angry, theſe an- 
tient gentlemen were leſs diſagreeable to me than 
many young ones, Whoſe felf-ſatisfied air was 
more odious than their nonſenſe. They ſeemed ſo 
ſure of pleaſing, that they could not but offend. 
We cannot well endure people who demand our 
approbation as their due, and look as if they would 
"my us into a liking. A lover, Who would ſuc- 
ceed, ſhould not behave like a highwayman, and 
attempt to obtain our hearts, as he would our 
purſes, by only crying, deliver. They ſhould con- 
ſider, that as all the fire of aſſurance they can put 
into their eyes, will not make them ſo dangerous 
as a piſtol ; they may with leſs hazard be reſiſted. 
They ſhould, at leaſt, accept our hearts as a fa- 
vour; there is a pleaſure in obliging, which makes 
b . , us 
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us love thoſe who gives us an opportunity of ex- | 
erting that power. Nai een 3 
I could perceive, that lord DoRcH ESTHER and fir 
CHARLES LISDALE, did not greatly like each o- 
ther. Sir CHARLES, I imagined, might be actu- 
ated by envy, which I found was a common vice 
in this country, It ſeemed ſtrange to me, that | 
any one ſhould envy when they might imitate, and 
thereby not only remove the ſuperiority that ren- 
ders them uneaſy, but love the other, whoſe ex- 
ample led them into ſo happy a path. No perſon 
afflicted with an envious diſpoſition, can be ever 
happy; our connexions with others, make us ſuf- 
fer by their ill qualities; how unfortunate muſt we 
then be, if we feel pain from their good ones. 
Lord DorcntsTER was ſo ſuperior to fir 
CHARLES, that I could not ſuſpe& him of the 
ſame vice; nor indeed, did I believe him capable 
of it, could he have met with one ſuperior to him- 
ſelf. But the laſt reaſon I ſhould have aſſigned for 
his diſlike was jealouſy; and, therefore, as I had 
ſuppoſed he had conceived ſome unjuſt prejudice, 
I laboured to remove it, by giving fir CHARLES 
the praiſes I thought his due, and wondered that 
the more I ſpoke in his favour, the more averſe 
my lord ſeemed to him; this was very unlike his 
uſual politeneſs, which led him to ſee charms in 
every thing I approved. As he gave me no reaſorr + 
for his averſion, I was ſometimes almoſt angry, 
and could not forbear telling him he was very 
unjuſt. | 
I found that I ſhould have liked fir CHARLES 
ſtill better, if my lord's taſte had concured with 
mine. I could not but think mine was bad, ſince 
his would not give a ſanction to it; and if fir 
CHARLES had not been too aſſiduous to leave it in 
my power, I believe, I ſhould have declined his 


acquaintance; ſo much leſs agreeable was it _ 
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not do without great pleaſure to myſelf. 
My lord, at laſt, grew thoughtful and melan- 


% him, he was well and happy, 
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dered by my lord's diſapprobation. But this could 
not be done without incivility to ſir CHARLEs ; 


and not imagining it gave my lord any uneaſineſs, 


I continued to converſe with him, which I could 


\ 


choly; he ſaw me ſeldomer, and often when 
he was with me, would be filent, or converſe with 


little connection or chearfulneſs. If I expreſſed 


an uneaſineſs at a change of temper, which I at- 
tributed to ſickneſs; he would make anſwer, 
„that I could not poſſibly be concerned about 
him; but as he had no merit but love to en- 
** gage my heart, he could not complain, if I did 
not give him what he had no good title to.“ 
If I exerted all the eloquence of tenderneſs to aſ- 


ſure him of my affection, and of my anxiety for 


his health, he would ſometimes appear revived, 
and tell me, that, if I really had any regard for 
'? He would, per- 
haps, appear chearful for ſome hours after; but 
if he left me in that happier ſtate of mind, when 
we next met the air of melancholy returned. 


1 


CHAP. XXII. 
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HIL E lord DoRcHaEsTER, and conſequent- 

y his OenEL14, continued in this ſtate of 
uneaſineſs, lady PALESTINE defired me to go with 
her to an opera. As home became leſs agreeable, 
diſſipation grew more ſo, and I accepted her invt- 
tation with pleaſure. I had a good ear for muſick; 
and my lord had given me the beſt maſters to im- 
prove it, though I had not yet made any great pro- 
ficiency, except in ſinging; for, in that branch, I 
had leſs to learn, nature having given me a voice, 


that your ladyſhip (as well as many others, whom 


I muſt 
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I muſt have allowed excellent judges, even if they 
had not flattered me) has often Fd did not re- 
quire the help of art. As I was qualified to be 
entertained, it is not ſtrange, that I was fo, at a 
time when operas were in their higheſt perfection. 
Faſhion had no occaſion to aſſiſt the muſick towards 
delighting me; but as I was a ſtranger to affeQa- 
tion, extacies were not the conſequences of my be- 
ing exceſſively pleaſed, and, therefore, I did not 
underſtand them in others. . 

My attention was interrupted, by ſeeing a lady 
who fat next me in a moſt languiſhing condition; 
I thought her at her laſt gaſp, and did not doubt 
but ſhe was going into a fainting fit. The houſe 
being extremely full, was very hot; to this I at- 
tributed her diſorder, in which ſhe ſeemed to have 
many companions; but as ſhe appeared in the 
greateſt extremity, ſhe was the propereſt object of 
my care. Accordingly, in a flutter of haſte, I ap- 
plied my ſmelling bottle to her noſe, fearing the 
{eaſt delay might find her paſt recovery. The bot- 
tle was filled with very ſtrong ſalts, and I was re- 
joiced to ſee their ſpeedy effect; for ſhe recovered 
in an inſtant, and opened her eyes with a great 
ſtart, and a look of amazement, which might be 
expected from their ſudden operation. But I was 
extremely ſurprized, that inſtead of thanking me 
for my care and compaſſion, ſhe looked exceſſive- 
ly angry, and, in a moſt uncivil manner and harſh 
woice, aſked me, what I meant by ſuch imperti- 
nence? ſhe then gave vent to her rage in ſuch a 
torrent of words, as raiſed my opinion of my ſalts, 
for having ſo immediately given ſuch great ſtrength 
of ſpirits to one before expiring, though the ef- 
fect was not very agreeable ; for ſhe did not leave 
me a poſlibility of explaing my good intention, nor 
ſhould J have had time to recover my ſurprize, if 
the ſalts had not taken a new turn, throwing her 
into 
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into a violent fit of ſneezing, which made very unluc- 
ky breaks in her diſcourſe, and thereby increaſed 
her anger. But muſick bas charms to ſooth a ſavage 
breaſt, as I found, for her favourite ſinger coming 
on the ſtage, her wrath ſubſided ; and inſtead of 
the words, impertinent, inſolent, c. c. ſhe 
could utter none, but oh the charmer ! the dear 
creature! raviſhing! inchanting! and all that our 
language affords to the ſame purpoſe, with a mix- 
ture of karo, kariſſimo! her reſentment was now 

buried in admiration, and all her ſenſes abſorbed 
by that of hearing. 

While ſhe was thus engaged, fir CHaRLEs in- 
formed me, that extacy of pleaſure, not extremi- 
ty of pain, occaſioned all thoſe languiſhments, 
which had excited my compaſſion, and that her 
anger aroſe from my having interrupted her rap- 
tures, and as ſhe ſuſpeQed, ridiculed them, by 
that action. I think my ignorance never raiſed ſo 
-many bluſhes in me, as on this occaſion ; I was 
really overcome with ſhame at my miſtake, till I 
reflected that ſhe had moſt reaſon to be ſo, ſince 
her behaviour was fooliſh affe ctation; mine onl 
the effect of reaſonable compaſſion. | 

This incident, however, greatly interrupted the 
pleaſure I ſhould have received from the entertain- 
ment; and another, not leſs mortifying, was, that 
1 did not ſee lord DoRCHESTER the whole ever-' 
ing, till at my return home. I then found he had 
been at the opera likewiſe, and could not forbear 
reproaching him for not being of our party, eſpe- 
cially, as he once found a pleaſure in going with 
me to every place. His anſwer was, that“ he 
« thought me too well engaged to have afforded 
him any of my converſation, had he attempted 


«© to-come to us; and, that it would not have been 


* eaſy to have approached me, I was ſo encircled 


I re- 
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I replied, that, “this was a poor excuſe to hide 
< his want of inclination: for he muſt know, I 
cc Id be engaged in no other converſation when 


« ] ad the power of enjoying his; and that a 
cc crowd muſt be great indeed, that did not leave 


ce one a poſſibility of making room for 2 perſon 


cc whom we eſteemed far above that whole crowd.“ 


All the anſwer I obtained, was ſo broken with 


ſighs, ſo unconnected in itſelf, and ſpoken with 
. ſuch an air of dejection, as touched me to the 


heart, though it did not ſpeak intelligibly enough 
for me to underſtand the occaſion of it. 

In pity to his melancholy, I endeavoured to hide 
the effect it had on me, and tried every art to a- 
muſe him; I ſang to him; I read to him ; I at- 
tempted to lead him into converſation ; but all to 
no purpoſe ; when he looked moſt pleaſed with 
me, he ſeemed moſt oppreſſed ; his ſpirits were 
too much ſunk to bear the tenderneſs of his mind, 
without an increaſe of dejection. When his eyes 
expreſſed the utmoſt fondneſs, they overflowed 
with grief. I begged to know the cauſe of his 
ſorrow, but he left me without ſatisfying a curio- 
ſity, which aroſe only from affection. 

The following day ſeemed to have made little al- 
teration in the ſtate of lord DoRCcHESTER's mind; 
but having promiſed lady PALESTINE, to make 
part of a very large company at her houſe that e- 
vening, we went thither at the proper hour. 

The variety of objects and converſation, diſpelled 
the gloom which oppreſſed my ſpirits before I left 
my own houſe. My melancholy was not proof a- 
gainſt fir CHARLEs's vivacity, which even exceed- 
ed itſelf that night, and the evening paſſed away 
with great mirth. I ſpoke ſeveral times to my 
lord, but could obtain little anſwer. His grief at- 
fected me; but ſtill the natural gaiety of my tem- 
per ſupported by all that could flatter my vanity 

| or 
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or amuſe my underſtanding, was not to be ſoon o- 
vercome. But, at length, no longer able to en- 
dure the ſight of his uneaſineſs, I determined to 
go home if he would accompany me, in ho 


that he would no longer conceal the cauſe of his 


affliction from importunities ariſing only from the 
deſire of endeavouring to alleviate it. 

I went up to him, told him I was going to re- 
tire, and begged to know when he would follow 
me. 25 
Judge of my ſurprize, when the man whom T 
had never heard utter any thing but the words of 
love and tenderneſs; anſwered me in the ſharpeſt 
tone, © never, madam; if you want company, 
you have too good intereſt with many in the 
room to be denied theirs ; you had better there- 
* fore change your application; and may depend 


on not being impertinently interrupted by me.“ 


My amazement deprived me of ſpeech, and if 
it had not, it would have been of little uſe; for 
he gave me no time to anſwer him, leaving the 
room as ſoon as he had done ſpeaking. I was ſo 
much ſhocked I had not power to follow him down 
airs, as I certainly ſhould have expoſed myſelf 


by doing, had I been able. As my ſurprize aba- 


ted, ſo my grief increaſed; it overcame me ſo en- 
tirely, that I believe I ſhould have ſunk on the 


floor, had not fir CHARLES LisDALE perceived 


the change of my countenance and offered his aſſiſt- 
ance, by which means I left the room and got in- 
to my chair, He enquired with kind concern the 
occaſion of my diſorder, but perceiving me inca- 


pable of either hearing or ſpeaking, he ſupported 


me in ſilence to, and attended my chair to my own 
houſe, unſeen by me, till I was carried into the 
hall. Seeing me ſurprized at his preſence, he ex- 
cuſed it by ſaying; © he could not forbear accom- 
* panying me, leſt the motion of the chair might 

F | make 


121 


4 s 
|| 
i 
| f 
a! 
4 
5 
F 


4 
b : 
. 

3 of 

* 
WW 
P by 
= 
4+ % 
K. 
s 
; 5 
U 
. 
44 
| : 
* \ 
i [ 
- 4 
4,. 8 
* *5 
\ "44 


4 
. 
by + 
7 
4 
— 
1 
* 
4 
» 


122, O P H EF 9 0 


© make me ſtill worſe; nor could he be eaſy with- 


© out knowing how I was on getting home.“ 


But he found me ſo little better, that he received 
no ſatisfaction from this ſecond view, and was {till 
more alarmed when he learned from my ſervant 
that ſhe had never ſeen me thus ſeized before. 

Sir CHARLES intimated, that he could not reſt 
without hearing how I did after I was put to bed; 
but my maid having more conſideration for me, 
than for his eaſe, prudently told him, that any 
noiſe might diſturb me; upon which he ſaid, that 
rather than run the leaſt hazard of that, he would 
endure his impatience and anxiety till morning. 

The only relief I could now feel, was from be- 
ing alone, that I might give an uninterrupted flow 
to my grief, which was indeed exceſſive. I had ne- 


ver before felt the anger of one I loved; and had 


learned to think nothing but tenderneſs and good 
humour could fall from lord DoRCHESTER“'s lips. 
Sir CHARLEsS's ſervant watched the opening of the 
door the next morning, having been ordered not to 
knock, for fear of diſturbing my reſt. Alas! my 
night had all been ſpent in weeping. When my 
ſervant informed him, that I was rather worſe than 
the evening before, having had no ſleep; he, who 


had a real attachment to his maſter, ſaid, © he 


„ knew not how to carry fir CHARLEs that ac- 


count, for that he had not been able to go to bed 


e all night; and he feared ſuch an addition to his 
% anxiety might prove very hurtful to him.” 
This, and the enquiries after my health, ſent b 

ſuch of my acquaintance as obſerved that I was fl 
when L left lady PALESTINE's, my maid repeated 
to me; for perceiving that grief was my diſorder, 


ſhe endeavoured, as much as poſſible, to divert my 
thoughts. Theſe attentions, from people for whom 


I had ſo ſmall a regard, in compariſon with my love 


for lord DORCHESTER, made me the more ſhock- 


ed 
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ed at his not ſending any enquiry after me; tho? 
[ thought he could not be ignorant of the anxiety 
his words muſt occaſion. The reflexion that I was 


in a new world, without a friend, unthought of 


by him, increaſed my affli tion, as it gave me the 
worſe opinion of the man who could thus wound a 
heart ſo entirely his, when he knew I had no com- 
forter into whoſe boſom I could pour my grief, 
whoſe tenderneſs could ſoothe, or care redreſs me. 
Was every one more kind than this man, who had 
ever before appeared ſo tender a friend? if I had 
been guilty of any fault to which my 1gnorance 
had ſubjected me, for I was conſcious of none to- 
wards him, might J not have expected an eaſy par- 
don from one to whom [I had forgiven ſo great an 
injury as forcibly taking me from my aunt, whoſe 
temper could never make me feel ſuch agonies as 
his -caprice now gave me? theſe were reflexi- 
ons the whole day, during which fir CHARLEs call- 
ed himſelf ſeveral times at my door to enquire in- 
to the ſtate of my health, deſirous of a more par- 
ticular account than he could expect by a ſervant. 
Towards evening a thought aroſe, that perhaps 
this great change in a diſpoſition, which uſed to 
be unclouded, equally ſerene and pleaſing, might 
proceed from diſtemper. The poſſibility of this 
no ſooner ſtruck me, than I began to take myſelf 
to taſk for complaining of him, when J ought ra- 
ther to pity, nurſe and attend him. I now ar- 
raigned my own heart more bitterly than I had yet 
done his, and looking on my preſent des 
as moſt afflicting, prayed that from whatever cauſe 
his unkindneſs aroſe, it might fall on me alone, 
that I only might fuffer, and he be eaſy tho? I was 
miſerable. nnd oe) 

To quiet the preſent horrors of my mind, I ſent 
to his houſe to know how he did, and waited the 
return of my meſſenger with the impatience of diſ- 
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traQtion; which was rather changed than abated, by his 
bringing me word, that my lord had been abroad the 


whole day. Notwithſtanding my imaginary diſin- 


tereſtedneſs, I ſeverely felt this proof of indifference. 
Not once to enquire the effect of his behaviour! 


not to comfort me with one kind word! was an ex- 


ceſs of cruelty; which made me think ſuch a heart 

as mine, capable of the deepeſt impreſſions and 

ſtrongeſt ſenſations, very unfit to be in any degree 

linked with one who could be both ſo amiable and fo 

2 Nor could night give any reſpite to my af- 
iction. 


CH AP. XXIII. 


12 next day reduced me to envy the miſery 
of the day before, which J had then thought 


moſt deplorable. A letter being delivered to me, 
the ſight of his hand on the ſuperſcription revived 
my ſpirits, and ſpread joy over a heart before im- 
merſed in ſorrow. I opened it with impatience, to 
ſec in how kind a manner he would at once ſign 
both his and my pardon. But, oh! heavens ! how 
was I diſappointed ! your ladyſhip, who never met 
with the like trials, will, in imagining it, fall as 
ſhort of what I felt, as I ſhould do, if I endeavour- 
ed to deſcribe the ſhock I received at reading the 


tollowing lines : | 


& | Cold addreſs but ill agrees with the love I have 
12 bore thee once, dear OrHELIA, but it is 
© ſuitable to the ſentiments I ſball hereafter preſerve 
«© toward thee, Oh! OrnELia ! you have by de- 
«* ceit, I cannot call it ingratitude, for I could not de- 
«© mand a return, cured my heart of a weakneſs ſcarce- 
6e ly to be paralelled : but how painful is the remedy : 


* bave doated on you to exceſs ; and bave been * 
| | | 4 
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* ed into happineſs by the falſe appearances of your ap- 
* proving my love; but you have at laſt awaked me 
% from this bliſsful dream, and ſbewn me that truth 
and conflancy are mt to be found in a famale heart 
in any climate; that the levity of your ſex makes 
"* them a prey to the neweſt lover, and prefer the flut- 
'* tering of a wit to the conſlant attachment of an af- 
* feftionate beart. If this diſappointment to my fond 
7 % Hopes s ſhould make me miſerable, it may puniſh me 
«or my folly, but my refentment ſhall never 1 

me criminal towards you. I have brought. you 

a fixed habitation, introduced you into a life o 2 

a % and pleaſure, to the charms of which you are 
. ſenſi ible, i ever woman was. Your taſte is fo re- 

* Ined, and your knowledge ſo much increaſed, that 
© Jou would but ill reliſh the ruſtick folitude of your 

© former cottage ; I ſhall therefore remit to you 400 J. 

a year, which will enable you to live where you now 
are; and as fron as my mind aequires a little eaſe, 
I will 2 far extend a regard, which, alas! Ornx-- 
LIA, / 75 1 ſball always preſerve, as to write you 
«4s neceſſary advice concerning your future con- 
„ dud; ; fo r whatever I am, I muſt wiſh you happy, 
© and that thoſe who poſſeſs more of your affections 
© may adore you as I have done. I am carrying an 
"* afflited heart into the country, unable to ay in 
town after having reſolved never to ſee you more. 
Your bumanity would make you pity, tho? you can- 
- not love me, if you knew with*what agonizing pain 


I ſay, farewel for ever. 


A ſlender judgment of what I' muſt” have felt at 
the peruſal of this letter, will ſerve to convince you 
that I was the greateſt object of pity; — of 
the preſence of my ſervanis I could not forbear ex- 
claiming. Was it not enough to forſake me, but 
** mult he add reproaches to his cruelty! I practice 

deceit! my ignorance of ſuch vile arts renders it 

3 & im- 


ce 
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« impoſſible, even tho* my diſpoſition was not ſo 
* open that I ſpeak my thoughts as freely as, they 
*« riſe; and yet my countenance expreſſes them be- 
** fore my words can do it; and were I to pollute 
« my tongue with a falſehood, would contradict it, 
« and convict me of an untruth; but they are all 
« innocent; what then ſhould hinder me from re- 
« vealing them? and yet this man accuſes me of 
% what he muſt know is a ſtranger to my heart. 
« Arts and concealments are for the inconſtant and 
* injurious ; for thoſe who can oppreſs the inno- 
« cent, and make the friendleſs wretched by their 
* cruelty. Good heaven! do I deſerve this cha- 
* rafter! would to God he could as juſtly defend 
* himſelf from it.“ | 

As ſoon as my maid perceived me ſo far deprived 
of my ſenſes, as to give ſuch free and unguarded 
vent to my diſtraction, ſhe ſent the footman, who 
had brought the letter out of the room, and was the 
only perſon preſent during my exclamation ; to which 
a ſhort pauſe ſucceeded, and then I ran out of the 
room, with an air ſo frantic as greatly terrified her. 
She purſued me, and ſtopping me before I got out of 
the houſe, aſked, © what I deſigned to do?” my 
purpoſe was ſo full in my thoughts, that I told her 
* 1 was going to lady PALESTINE's, to aſk her 
* where lord DoRCHESTER was? what he meant 
* by quarreling with me? and in what I had of- 
5 fended?” 

She kept faſt hold of me, till ſhe convinced me 
I was.n a very improper way to appear before ſo 
much company as I muſt be ſenſible, if I reflected on 
the hour, was then at lady PALESTINE's : but to pa- 
cify me, in ſome degree, ſhe went herſelf, and ſend- 
ing a moſt preſſing meſſage to her ladyſhip, brought 
her out of company to ſpeak with her. All the an- 
ſwer ſhe brought me, was, that, “ lady PALEs- 


* TINE was ignorant of every circumſtance, except 
0 * 


* 
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© that lord DoRcHES HER was gone out of town.“ 
As ſoon as the diſtraction of my mind abated enough, 
to give me leave to attend to the effects it had up- 
on me, I found myſelf extremely ill, and was ſoon 
unable to fit up. My maid, truly alarmed at my 
condition, ſent for a phyſician, who declared me in 
a high fever, and ordered me to be kept in bed. 
But the pains that afflited me, could not draw my 
attention from my lord's behaviour. My firſt reſolu- 
tion was to refuſe the income he offered ; I would 
not give him room to think he had made me any re- 
compence for the injuries he had done, or that it 
was in his power to pay me for what he had made 
me ſuffer, firſt by tearing me from all my ſoul 
could wiſh, and then by abandoning me in a ſtrange 
land, unfriended and unknown. ' 

It my lord's inconſtancy had deprieved me of my 
greateſt good, I determined my own ſpirit ſhould 
diſcharge me from the leſſer, if he thought me be- 
neath his friendſhip, I thought myſelf above his cha- 
rity, nor could his whole fortune have given me the 
joy I ſhould have received from one ſymptom of re- 
gard. I had money enough remaining to carry me 

back to-my beloved aunt, who grew more dear to 
me from my lord's ill treatment. From her tender 
and conſtant affection I hoped to find relief; in her 
goodneſs expected to receive conſolation for the faults 
of others, and, far from this bad town, to learn to 
forget it, and its cruel inhabitants, whoſe minds are 
as variable as their climate. 

Theſe hopes and reſolutions were the reſult of my 
thoughts while I remained ſenſible; but, as to cure 
a diſtemper by medicine, which proceeds from anx- 
iety of mind, is a vain attempt, I grew, at laſt, ſo 
bad, that I was light-headed; to which I may attri- 
bute my recovery. Want of reflexion did what rea- 
ſon could not effect; it quieted my mind, and my 
conſtitution received benefit from it; for as grief was 


1 4 | the 


128 e 


the cauſe of my illneſs, the loſs of the ſenſe of my 
affliction, left me to youth, and natural ſtrength, 
and my fever abated. As ſoon as I recovered my 
ſenſes, I was apprized of my danger, and once more 
ſaw death without terror. My doQor aſſured me he 
had ſaved my life; I could not have thanked him 
with a tolerable grace, had I believed him, but my 
credulity fell ſhort of his aſſurances: I was convin- 
ced my diſtemper was beyond the reach of human 
art, and preſſed him“ to ceaſe attempting a cure 
* that would afford him little ſatisfaction, and me 
% none.” I was ſorry his benevolent diſpoſition 
ſhould throw away on me the time which he dedi- 
cated to the relief of mankind. But when he was 
gone, my maid told me, he would not part with a 
patient ſo eaſily, as his benefit was certain, tho? 
mine was doubtful, and came in a pleaſing ſhape ; 
for he received current gold in exchange for his ad- 


vice, and declared war to the patient's palate, in re- 


turn for that.reward,, which taken in the greateſt 
quantities was in no danger of creating a nauſea. 

When I found my doctor mercenary, inſtead of 
charitable, I felt leſs veneration for him; but no 
longer wondered money was held in ſo high eſteem, 
fince people thought they could purchaſe health with 
it. Could J have flattered myſelf that would have 
brought me eaſe of mind, I ſhould have been very 
rapacious, but, © eſteem and love were never to be 
« fold,” and thoſe were the things wanting to my 
peace. | | 

My illneſs deferred the execution of my intend- 
ed departure from London, but the reſolution conti- 
nued. 

All my acquaintance ſent daily enquiries after by 
health; fir CHARLES LISDALE never called leſs 
than twice a day. The firſt perſon I ſaw was lady 
PALESTINE, with whom J hoped to indulge myſelt 
with talking of my diſtreſs ; but my ſpirits were ſo 

| | weak, 
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weak, that when ſhe came, many paſt circumſtan- 
ces crowded to my remembrance, and I was choak- 
ed with tears. She ſtaid ſome time in expectation 


of my growing more able. to converſe, ſeeming de- 


ſirous to talk with me on the ſubject moſt at my 
heart; but finding no amendment, was afraid her 
preſence, by agitating me ſo greatly, might do me 
harm, and therefore left me with a defire that 1 
would let her know when I was more able to ſee her. 
Not underſtanding the paſſion of jealouſy, I did 
not perceive any ſigns of remaining love in lord 
DoRCHESTER, or ſome flattering hopes might have 
been my conſolation ;..I ſhould.then have ſeen, that 
the man who wrote that letter was not indifferent, of 
which I was now ſo well perſuaded, that I never 
conſidered there was a poſſibility of his being other- 
wiſe. What ſerved. to convince me the more en- 
tirely of it, was his never having yet made any en- 
quiry after me, tho? I had been fo long and ſo dan- 
gerouſly ill. Seeing every thing in the worſt light, 
I did not conſider that he might not know it. The 
continual meſſages I received from many gentlemen, . 
with the more particular enquiries of fir CHARLES 
Lisp ALE, and lord LaRBoRoOUGH, a young noble- - 
man who always followed me about like a ſhadow, |. 
a conſtant, rather than an agreeable attendant, for 
he ſeldom ſpoke to me, made lord DoxcnesTER's - 
neglect appear the greater. . 
At firſt I imagined my lord's affection for me ne- 
ver real, or it could not ſo ſoon be entirely extin- - 
guiſhed ; but I now began to think even humanity 
was dead in him. Good-nature would have ſuggeſt- 
ed to him, but friendſhip would have forced him to- 
adminiſter ſome conſolation to the misfortunes of 
one whom he had introduced to- miſery, tho*-ſhe - 
ſeemed to have been placed by fortune out of the 
reach of his inhumanity. It never once occurred : 
ta me, that he did not imagine. I wanted any conſo- 
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lation; and that from this error aroſe all my grief 
and his. My afflictions ſeemed near an end; tho? 
my fever was gone, yet I did not recover; I was 
pale and emaciated, had neither ſtrength to move, 
nor ſpirits to ſpeak, equally weak both in mind and 
body, and had nota 1 of hope at laſt ſhone upon 


me, I believe my exiſtence had not been of long 
duration. 


— 


CHAP. XXIV. 
A*® I was deſirous of converſing with lady Pa- 


LESTINE, I ſent to her as ſoon as I thought 
I had brought myſelf to ſee her with leſs diſcompo- 
ſure. Upon turning the diſcourſe to lord Dor- 
CHESTER'S ſudden departure from London, I frankly 
ſpoke the ſentiments of my heart, and expreſſed my 
grief as well as aſtoniſhment at ſo immediate an al- 
teration. She told me, She was well perſuaded 
& that jealouſy of fir CHARLES LisDALE was the 
« occaſion of it;?” and ſhe herſelf ſeemed to have 
ſome ſuſpicion of my giving the baronet the prefer- 
ence. As L had always appeared without diſguiſe to 
my lord, it was moſt incredible to me, that he could 
entertain any ſuch opinion; and my earneſtneſs, as 
well as my late diſorder, when ſhe learned it was 
the conſequence of lord DoRCHESTER's behaviour, 
were pretty ſufficient proofs to her ladyſhip, that ſhe 
had been under a miſtake. However, had they not 
been convincing, all poſſibility of doubt was remov- 


ed before ſhe left me. As we were ſitting, a meſſage 


was brought up to me from Mrs. BELTASTTH, a lady 


with whom. I had become acquainted at lady Pa- 


LESTINE's, importing, that, She was at the door 
dc to enquire after my health; and if I was well 


„„ enough to admit her, would be extremely glad 


« to wait on me.“ Not being fit to ſee company, 
26th UE L had 
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I had hitherto declined all viſits; but as lady Pa- 
LESTINE's coach was at the door, I thought I 
could not without a manifeſt affront, refuſe ſeeing 
Mrs. BELFasT. 

The lady was * intimate with ſir 
CuRLES LisDALE; and had no ſooner. done ex- 
preſſing her concern at my looking ſo ill, than ſne 
began to tell me, how very ſenſibly fir CHARLES 
© had. been afflicted; and that he had engaged her 
“to beg. my permiſſion for his waiting on me, to 
* congratulate me on my recovery; and to receive 
* his cure from ſeeing mine, till when he could 
enjoy no health.” _ 

Lord DoxcHEesTER's behaviour had difguſted me 
with the ſex; and ſince lady PALESTINE had given 
me reaſon to think my lord was jealous of fir 


CnARLESs, I was more particularly averſe to ſeeing 
him. With more ſincerity and poſitiveneſs than 


was conſiſtent with good breeding, I immediately 
refuſed. to receive his viſit. 

But Mrs. BeLFasT was too zealous an advocate 
to be rebuffed by one denial,. and being extremely 
intimate with lady PALESTINE, ſhe faid, *©* ſhe 
** thought her preſence need not prevent her from 
performing another part of her commiſſion, if I 
« refuſed the firſt. She then made a long pane- 


gyric on fir CHARLEs, expatiated on the exceſs of 


his love for me, at his uneaſineſs at being debarred 
my converſation, extolled his good qualities, his 
underſtanding and temper, and various merits, Which 
were unneceſſarily enumerated to me who knew him; 
and ended with ſaying, that, If I would, not give 
* him the liberty of telling me how. much he loved 
“ me, ſhe was commanded to do it for him; and 
“ to let me know, that his higheſt ambition. was, to 
© be united to me for life. If I would conſent. to 
* marry. him, my happineſs ſhould be his ſole 
« ftudy; that.he and his fortune would always be: 
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% at my diſpoſal; and he ſhould think himſelf un- 
der the higheſt obligation for the felicity he muſt 
& enjoy in an union with me; that his eſtate was 
very conſiderable, that I ſhould myſelf direct the 
ce ſettlements; for he could never eſteem his whole 
fortune in any degree equal to my. merits.” 
This propoſal ſtartled me; it ſhewed more true 
affection than all lord . DorcnesTER's actions. To 
bind himſelf for life, to give me the command of 
his fortune was a ſtrong proof of his good opinion. 
My own reflexions engaged me for a few minutes, . 
and thoſe few ſerved to ſhew me, that though I al- 
ways eſteemed fir CHARLES, was delighted with his 
converſation, and now felt myſelf ſincerely. grate- 
ful, yet I could not think of marrying him, This 
I told Mrs. BELT asT in the plaineſt terms, acknow- 
ledging, at the fame time, my real regard for 
him, and my gratitude. for ſo generous a proof of- 
his affection. | | 
She endeavoured to prevail upon me to give a 
more favourable aniwer, and ſo earneſtly preſſed for- 
my conſent, that ſhe convinced me, ſhe was a warm. 
friend, and no bad advocate: But, at laſt, aſſured. 
of my inflexibility, ſhe went away, telling me, that, 
« ſhe ſaw to what fir CHARLES owed the misfor- 
« tune of a refuſal : had not my affeQtions been en- 
« gaged, I muſt have accepted his offers; but he had 
« feared to find lord DoRcHEs HER an impediment 
« to the completion of his wiſhes, and ſhe grieved 
* that ſhe muſt be obliged to give him ſo ſtrong a 
«* proof of the reaſonableneſs of his apprehenſions.” ' 
When Mrs. Beryasr. was gone, lady PALES- 
mx aſked me, why I refuſed a propoſal ſo much 
to my advantage, I knew not well how to anſwer; 
my heart, not my reaſon gave the denial, and its 
emotions are not ſo eaſily deſcribed. All I had to 
 fay was, that, I could not think of marry- 
* ing him. I liked his company extremely, was 
: | convinced 
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6 convinced of his love, and grateful for it; 
* that marriage muſt give him ſuch a title to my 
affection, as even lord DORCHESTER could not 
diſapprove, and could not imagine, interfered 
with my friendſhip for him, the only ſort of at- 
* tachment he required, for he had never given me 
* ſo ſtrong a proof of his good opinion, as to think 
* of me in the capacity of a wife.“ 

Lady PALESTINE. aſked © If I was then deter- 
* mined to marry no man.“ I replied, © Indeed; 
* ſuch was my reſolution. I was ſenſible. from 
* this ſmall trial, that I could not bear to look on 
© any man in the light of a huſband except lord 
„ DoRCHESTER; and I wiſhed only to live with 
him as a friend, but thoſe bleſſed days were o- 
© ver; and, I had now no other: deſign, than to 
6 return as ſoon as my ſtrength would permit me, 
to my ſolitude, and dedicate the remainder of m 
& life to recompence. my aunt, for what I had in- 
voluntarily occaſioned her to ſuffer.” 

I ſaw lady PaLtsTINE liſten to me with ſome 
contempt... When I had done ſpeaking, ſhe, with 
a ſneer, intermixed the words, girliſb paſſions, fool. 
iſh conſtancy, romantick notions, imaginary delicacy; 
with her anſwer; but I could have. forgiven her a. 
greater affront, for the conſolation ſhe had brought 
me, by attributing lord DoxcntsTER's behaviour 
to jealouſy; though it ſeemed to me ſcarcely poſſi- 
ble, yet my deſpair ſeized this glimmering of hope. 
I once more opened his letter, it correſponded with 
what ſhe. had ſaid; and I now fancied ſome ſenten- 
ces in it expreſſed a remaining. tenderneſs. But if 
this was the caſe, I thought it ſtrange that he did 
not enquire into the ſtate of my heart, and not build 
a belief on circumſtances, when he might have had 
my word for information. It never occurred to me, 
that my teſtimony muſt appear fallible, to a man 
who had been uſed to ſee ſo much falſhood ; and that, 
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Trifler light as air, 
Are to the jealous, confirmations ſtrong, 
Az proofs of holy writ. 


Three days paſſed in reaſoning on a- poſſibility, 
which was the foundation of all my comfort; till, at 
laſt, I began to ſay with Solomon, that Hope de- 
& ferred, maketh the heart fick.” My hopes were 
too ſlightly raiſed to ſupport any degree of ſpirits for 
ſo long a time, they grew faint and would ſoon have 
vaniſhed quite, and left me again a prey to deſpair, 
had they not been. driven away by certainty. In 


the afternoon a letter was brought me from lord 


DorcHEsTER; I imagined it contained the inſtuo- 
tions he propoſed me, yet opened it with a melan- 
choly ſatisfa ction, as his hand would endear the con- 
tents, let them be otherwiſe diſagreeable. But joy 
broke in at once upon my mind at ſeeing the moſt 
affectionate addreſs, followed by words more tender. 
In the humbleſt manner, he begged leave to wait 
* on me, to aſk a pardon. from me, which he could 
6 never give to himſelf, for a behaviour ſo inexcuſa- 
* ble, founded on an injurious ſuſpicion, too raſhly 
* conceived and reſented.” He expreſſed fo. livel 

a grief for the cruel effects of it, that had Lhad-ſpi- 
rits to have retained anger, I muſt have been paci- 
fied; he condemned himſelf in. ſuch bitterneſs of 
ſoul, that I could ſcarcely forbear reſenting the in- 


jury he did the friend of my heart, as I then. again 


eſteemed him, and was ready to think it. the only 
fault he had committed.. 
This letter found me in ſo weak a condition, that 
I had not till then been able to get down ſtairs with- 
out aſſiſtance; but ſuch a cordial is joy, that I ran 
down to the fervant to enquire. where his lord was, 
who informing me that he was waiting impatiently 
at his houſe in town, for my anſwer, I told him 1 
would not detain him till I could write; but deſired 
he. 
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he would acquaint his lord, that I wiſhed to ſee him 
as ſoon as poſſible. 

The ſervant was not long in carrying his meſlage, 
nor his maſter in obeying it; a few minutes paſſed 
before the flutter of expectation was put an end to, 


by my lord's arrival. He entered the room with a 


confuſion that deprived him of utterance, and tak- 
ing my hand with a diffidence and melancholy that 
hurt me, preſſed it to his lips. My ſpirits overcome 
with the agitation they had been in failed me, and I 


began to weep more like a mourner than one in the 


exceſs of joy. My lord accompanied my tears with 
ſome of his, which ſeemed greatly to relieve him, 
and reſtore him to his ſpeech. *© I cannot, my 
„ OrRELIA,“ ſaid he, © preſume to aſk your 
c pity, I am oppreſſed with the conſciouſneſs of ra- 
ther deſerving your hatred; but I am ſure if you 
* knew what I have ſuffered, and ſtill ſuffer, your 
“ generous and gentle nature would look on me, 
* however blameable, yet as an object worthy your 
* compaſſion, ſince my puniſhment has been ade- 
* quate to the greateſt offence, and if it could be 
* expiated muſt be ſufficient to waſh it away, I 
* thought it impoſſible to be a greater wretch than 
J was while I imagined fir CHARLES LisDALE 
* poſſeſſed your heart; but ſince I learnt from lady 
% PALESTINE the injuſtice I have done you; and 
* how grievouſly you have ſuffered by it, I have 
ce been ten thouſand times more miſerable; the 
t palenefs of your cheeks, and the languor in your 
* eyes, are reproaches that rend my heart. To fee 
“ you thus, is worſe than being torn from you. O 
* my OPHELIA, can you ever forgive me?“ 

My lord, indeed, appeared ſo very wretched, that 


I could not add to his ſelf reproaches; but on the 


contrary, endeavoured to extenuate his fault; I aſ- 

ſured him, “ that if his negle& had made me ſick, 

6 his kindneſs would be my cure, that it had - 
| - "I 
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c moſt made me well already; and, that the plea- 
& ſure I now felt, compenſated all paſt pains, which 
* would only ſerve, henceforward, to heighten all 
* my happineſs by compariſon.” But all I could 
ſay, ſeemed to increaſe his grief, inſtead of allevi- 
ating it. He begged © I would be. leſs generous, . 
and ſaid, my goodneſs added to his miſery, in 
„ ſhewing' him till more criminal in wronging, 
*in afflicting, an angel.“ I found by converſing 
with him, that he had defired lady. PALESTINE to 
obſerve my behaviour, and diſcover my ſentiments ;-. 
that ſhe had written him word of what paſſed in her 
viſit to me, which affected him ſo much, that he ſet 
out that inſtant, and would not ſuffer the darkeſt, . 
moſt ſtormy night in the whole winter to ſtop him 
in his journey, ſo impatient was he to ſee me. The 
moment he arrived, he went to lady PALESTINE, to 
learn every circumſtance, more particularly than he 
could by her letter, which both ſatisfied, and touch- 
ed him ſtillmore ſenſibly. 

He could not venture to ſee one whom he had ſo 
much injured, as he was pleaſed to think he had 
done me, without firſt. aſking permiſſion; but not 
having patience. to ſtay for his ſervant's return with 
my anſwer, he met him half way, which occaſioned. 
his being with me ſo immediately. 
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CHAP: XXV. 


Now found that nothing was ſo beneficial to 
the conſtitution as eaſe of mind. A few days 
paſſed in happineſs, made a greater progteſs in my 
recovery, than all the medicines which the phyſician 
yet had preſcribed me. As grief was the cauſe of 
my ſickneſs, it was but natural that health ſnould be 
the conſequence of my felicity. 
I Arſt. 


* 
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I firſt now learnt to play the hypocrite; my lord 
ſeemed ſo tenderly anxious for my health, and re- 
proached himſelf ſo much for every pain I felt, that 
when I was moſt ill, I durſt not indulge myſelt in 
the peeviſh ſatisfaction of complathing ; perceiving 
that he ſuffered more by my ſickneſs than I did; for 


though I inſtantly forgave him, he could not forgive 
himſelf, Had it not been for the conſideration, that . 


what has once been, may be again, and the fear of my 
lord's relapſing at any time into the ſame ſort of 
whim, I ſhould have been happier than ever; for he 
was now never an hour in the day abſent. Even ſick- 
neſs had its pleaſure; his care and watchful attend- 
ance turned pain into delight. I took advantage of 
my diſorder to excuſe my keeping at home, that 
I might not loſe my lord's company for thoſe 
who 1 began to ſee acted upon cuſtom, ſolliciting 
what they did not deſire, and begging for what they 
would not chuſe to have granted. I had learnt that 
to be impertinent was civil, and thoroughly trouble- 


ſome was being perfectly well-bred. I found that 


the aim of the complaiſant was not ſo much to 
pleaſe, as to appear pleaſed, truſting to vanity for 
rendering it mutual. In conſequence of theſe cuſ- 
toms, I was too ſoon obliged to mortify myſelf and 
plague others, to avoid affronting them, though I 
deferred as long as my health would leave me the 
ſhadow of an excuſe. 95 

The firſt day I went to lady PALESsTINE's F met 
fir CHARLES LisDALE there, who ſeemed to have 
loſt all vivacity, which had rendered him ſo agreea- 
ble. He approached me with a very YejeQed air, 
and uſed all poſſible intreaties to perſuade me to ad- 
mit a viſit from him. When they failed, he expa- 
tiated on his paſſion with an elegance and appear- 
ance of ſincerity, that affected me, though not with 


love. The very thoughts.of marrying him created 
a kind 
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a kind of diſlike in me, which I did not feel before; 
but yet he ſeemed ſo ſeriouſly touched in all he ſaid, 
that I was ſorry to add to his uneaſineſs. Endea- 
vouring to comfort him, I aſſured him of my re- 
gard and gratitude, expreſſing great pleaſure in the 
expectation of ſeeing him often at lady PALESsTINE's 
as uſual; but he told me, that, © if I was abſolute 
in my determination, he muſt ſeek for eaſe in ab- 
© ſence; for that he ſhould be wretched with ſo poor 
% a return, unleſs my cruelty could conquer his 
« paſſion.” I could not help thinking the whole 
ſex diſtracted: To forſwear any farther acquaint- 
ance with me, if he could not have my company 
at at all times, and fixed for life, appeared to me as 
unreaſonable, asif a man was to kill himſelf, becauſe 
he did not poſſeſs every thing he wiſhed in this world, 
refuſing to enjoy the ſolid comforts of life, if ſome 
trifling benefit was denied him. I was ſorry fir 
CHARLEs was determined to avoid me; I thereby loſt 
the converſation of a man I greatly liked and eſteem- 
ed; and lord DoRCHESTER now appeared fo eaſy 
about him, that I had no reMon to fear any incon- 
veniences ſhould ariſe from our acquaintance. My 
lord endeavoured to account for his jealouſy from 
the general inconſtancy of both ſexes; but J could 
not think this a ſufficient reaſon for it, as inconſtan- 
cy towards him could not be ſo well juſtified, as in 
many caſes ; for by what I could learn, the general 
practice of deceit makes people appear ſo much 
better at firſt, than on a long acquaintance they 
prove to be, that to continue to love them, rather 
than ceaſe to do ſo, ſhould be termed inconſtancy. 
When the merit diſappears, the object of a reaſona- 
ble affection is no longer the ſame, and love like all 
other ſtructures ſhould fall, when the foundation 
ſinks: our love ſhould follow our eſteem, and con- 
ſequently no one can have a right to the one, after 
he has forfeited his title to the other. When the de- 
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ceit appears, by the maſk's falling off the mind, the 


man can have no better demand upon our hearts, 
than his picture has; indeed, ſcarcely ſo much, as 
the painted canvas is molt innocent; & the daubed 
hypocrite moſt criminal. Lord DoRcHEsTER's vir- 
tues ſeemed to me too real and permanent to reduce 
a woman to change, and, therefore, I could not al- 
low he had a good excuſe for his ſuſpicions; and I 
was fully determined to avoid exciting any for the 
future, by watching my behaviour more narrowly and 
not leaving my vivacity under the command of my 
innocence, ſince that could not defend it from giving 
offence. Sir CHARLEs could no longer be an ob- 
ject of uneaſineſs; for after meeting him once more 
at lady PALEsTINE's when he took a moſt affecti- 
onate farewel, which I returned with all the ſinceri- 
ty of my warmeſt good wiſhes ; he left London, giv- 
ing out that, he was going to make the tour of Eu- 
rope. He politely ſaid, © in hopes by the variety 
of objects and diſſipation, to baniſh me from his 
* mind.” TI could not think but this arduous affair 
might have been contrived with leſs trouble; and 
have been more convinced of it, ſince experience has 
ſhewn me, that the memory is not one of thoſe hard 
compoſitions, out of which, impreſſions are ſo very 
difficult to eraſe; I have ſeen a woman waſh her 
lover from her remembrance, in leſs time than ſhe 
could get a ſpot of ink out of her ruffle. 
Could I have brought myſelf to follow the cuſ- 
tom of being denied, I ſhould have been tempted to 
abate my civility to my acquaintance. But the 
practice of falſhood, however trifling the circum- 
ſtance, appeared to me a thing of conſequence ; it 
teaches people to diſregard truth, and we cannot ex- 
pect thoſe whom we inſtruct to lye for our conveni- 
ence, ſhould forbear it when it may turn to their ad- 
vantage: It is corrupting the minds of perſons who 
being in our power, ought to be the objeAs of our 
care, 


* 


r 

care, whoſe principles we ſhould watch over, and 
improve by precept and example. Your ladyſhip 
has obſerved, that my _—_— and practice, are ſtill 
the ſame in this particular; though acknowledging 
the inconveniences arifing from it, but greater evils 
cannot diſpenſe with our adherence to truth. The 
temptation was certainly never ſtronger than at the 
time of which I am ſpeaking: When lord Dor- 
CHESTER's conſtant converſation was a neceſſary 
reward for what I had lately ſuffered; and yet I had 
leſs liberty of enjoying it at home than abroad, as 
I was obliged to direct all my converſation to my 
viſitors.. | | 


CHAP. XXVL 


A* ON G other places where I went after the 
recovery of my happineſs and my health, was 
the maſquerade. The company, beſide lady PA- 
LESTINE, lord DoRCHESTER, and lord LARBO- 
ROUGH, who was become very intimate with my 
lord, were lady CAMBRIDGE, lady Rochzsr ER, 
and miſs BaDbEN, of whom I ſhall give your lady- 
ſhip ſome little account before I proceed with them 
to the Hay-Market, Lady CAMBRIDGE claims the 
firſt place, and far be it from me to rob her of a 
precedency ſhe would not have relinquiſhed, no not 
in paſſing over a dunghill, for her whole eſtate. For 
the honour of having been the firſt woman, I be- 
lieve ſhe would ſoon have been contented to have re- 
ſigned her exiſtence, and to have lain as long in the 
grave, as our mother Eve has. With all this ſhe 
was courteous to exceſs ; for being perſuaded that a 
word from her was a great honour to thoſe who re- 
ceived it, and being of a benevolent diſpoſition, ſhe 
generouſly beſtowed that ineſtimable favour on all 
the met. Humility was the virtue, on which ſhe 


particularly 
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particularly piqued herſelf; and to make it known 
to others, ſhe lived in a perfect convulſion of civi- 
lity, and had not a limb or feature that was not as 
much overſtrained by the violence of her endeavours, 
as her complaiſance. In the height of theſe agitati- 
ons, one could as little know her perſon as her mind, 
by the courteſy ſhe profeſſed. No one ſo bitterly 
inveighed againſt proud perſons, telling you, that 
pride was her deteſtation. Convinced her approba- 
tion ſtamped a value on every thing, ſhe would praiſe 
every part of your dreſs, in order to give a dignity 
to trifles. I never ſaw a woman who ſo truly la- 
boured in her calling, for affability was her profeſ- 
ſion. If it was in the power of a perſon one did not 
eſteem to humble one, the impetuoſity of her civi- 
lity would have done it; for her complaiſance was an 
inſult, and her fawning inſolence. They appeared 
only to her interiors; to her equals in birth, ſhe was 
ſtately and imperious. Like the generous lion, ſhe 
would not condeſcend to engage with an inſignificant 
plebeian, but would enter the combat with a true 
heroic ſpirit, if her antagoniſt was of ſuch noble 
blood as deſerved her notice, and defend her glori- 
ous prerogative of precedency, at the expence of e- 
very rule of good breeding. Lady RocnesTEeR 
was a perſon of ſublimer notions, than to diſpute 
the precedency I have given to lady CAMBRIDGE. 
She was in perſon tall and thin, formal in her man- 
ner, and folemn in her countenance. Her chief 
employ was reading, and the great purpole of it to 
appear wiſe, not to be ſo. She acquired a ſmat- 


terring in many ſtudies; and having amaſſed a great 


number of technical terms, ſhe applied them to all 
ſubjects, whether proper or improper, and by hap- 


v chance, they were generally miſplaced. If a rib- 


on was the topick of diſcourſe, ſhe delivered her 
ſentiments in mathematical phraſes; if ſhe ordered 
any of her family affairs, which, indeed, was but 

ſeldom; - 
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ſeldom; for her genius ſoared above ſuch vulxar 
things; ſhe would borrow her expreſſions from me- 
taphyſics, and talk of the“ Entity of a piece of beef, 
* the Nonexiſtence of a pigeon pye and the Bete roge- 
& neous particles in Salmigondi;“ or changing ſci- 
ence, but ſtill remaining ſcientifick, would expati- 
ate on the“ infinitiſſimals in minced meat.“ To | 
deſcribe an aſſembly, ſhe would call aſtronomy to | 
her aſſiſtance, and algebra muſt furniſh its quota of | 
words, to enable her to inform you of the num- 
bers that were at it. No perſon could be menti- 
oned, without reminding her of ſome one in anti- 
quity. If a gentleman appeared inattentive, © he c 
* was as abſent as ARCHIMEDES, when Syracuſe c 
« was taken:“ if a perſon expreſſed concern at c 
the great prevalence of vice, He was like HE- ˖ 
© RACLITUS, weeping for follies he could not 
© cure; and, therefore, ſhe adviſed him to inha- R 
© bit a tub, like Dio NES, unleſs he would ceaſe N 
Vi 
n 


© to expect perfection in finite beings, endowed 
c 
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with free-will, and void of all preſcience; for 
e that all ages had been corrupt, and every 


© nation vicious, except ſome few ;** which ſhe a 
would not omit to mention, any more than to e- 5 
numerate the different vices of all kingdoms, be- 5 
ginning with Calx's envy and cruelty; and ſome- 2 
times, ſcarcely ſparing the frailty of our firſt pa- 0 
rents. If the perſon whom ſhe addreſſed, as would 1 
often be the caſe, happened to laugh at the inun- ce 
dation of wiſdom ſhe beſtowed upon him, ſhe all 
would obſerve, © that tho* viſibility was one of 8 
*© the moſt diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of the hu- od 


© man ſpecies, yet as laughter aroſe from pride, 
W ought to be fappieffed But if he a not ly 
compoſe his countenance into proper gravity o 4 
this rebuke, ſhe would declare him“ as indocile as | 
NERO to SENECA's inftrutions,”” and therefore 
leave him. If a man had an impediment in his 

ſpeech, 


t 
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ſpeech, © he ſtammered like ALcipiapes.,” 
A narrow paſſage was © the ſtreights of Thermo- 
« pyle;” and if any people ſtood at one end of it, 
ſhe never failed diſcovering a LEON DAS amongſt 
them. If a lady whiſpered a piece of ſcandal, © ſhe 
«© was more ſevere than the Athenian Oftraciſm, 
& from which the juſt Ar1sSTIDEsS nould not eſcape 
© uncenſured.” If ſhe was offended with a fop, 
ſhe declared him © more effeminate than SARDA- 
* NAPALUS, and more indolent than the moſt in- 
& active of the Merovigienne race.” A country 
ſquire came by chance into her company, once 
when J was preſent, and ſhe cried out,“ He was 
* more ſavage than the Hunt, Goths, or Vandals, 
© and ATTILA or GENSERICK were polite in com- 
* pariſon of that barbarian.” If a ball was men- 
tioned, ſne would declare her long deſire to ſee 
the Salian dance; and grieve for the degeneracy 
of mankind in not reviving the Olympick games. 
A war was B fortunate for her, as ſhe 
would from the ſmalleſt ſkirmiſh find an opportu- 
nity of talking of the battle of Marathon, of Cannæ, 
or ſome other, equally remote from the preſent 
age; and of adviſing every general ſhe ſaw, to a 
new way of martialing his army, particularly re- 
commending to him the imitation of the Macedoni- 

an Phalanx, She affronted ſeven young ladies re- 
ſplendently dreſſed, who were ſtanding together, 
telling them, “they reminded her of the Ur/a 
* Majer;” the ſimile did not ſound well, and they 
all frowned moſt uncourteouſly ; but could not diſ- 
courage her from addreſſing a lady cloathed in fil- 
ver tiſſue on her“ ſhining like the Galaxy. Fol- 
ly as well as vice, ſometimes, is productive of 
good to part of the ſociety; thus her ladyſhip's pe- 


dantic vanity gave her a right to the praiſe given 
to Lewis, ſince it muſt be ſaid, 


That 
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That ſhe the living genius fed, 
And rait d the ſcientific head. 


For flattering herſelf with the notion of being a 


female Mc NAS, as ſhe would often indirealy 


call herſelf, ſhe imitated his bounty, if ſhe could 
not rival his judgment; and reconciled thoſe two 


parts of man the mind and body, which are apt 


to be ſo. much at variance, that where one is great- 
ly attended to, the other generally ſuffers ſeverely 
by neglect. 

Whether there is leſs variety in good than in 
evil, or that we are apt to be more conciſe in our 
panegyrics than our ſatires I know not, but few 
words, tho' much affection, will fall to miſs BA- 
DEN's ſhare. Folly is extremely various, but good 
ſenſe is uniform, and from its perfect conſiſtency 
is ſoon deſcribed. I had not then met with a wo- 
man whom I] thought ſo agreeable as miſs BADEN. 
She was ſeveral years older than myſelf, and ſeem- 
ed well acquainted with the world, was ſenſible, 
polite, modeſt, and gentle, her voice remarkably 
pleaſing; and tho? not handſome, had a great deal 
of ſweetneſs in her countenance. | 

Miſs Baptn was a good deal diſpoſed in my fa- 
vour; ſo well inclined to each other I believe we 
ſhould then have become intimate, had not lord 
 DoxrcnxsTER diſcouraged it, and as much as poſ- 
ſible interrupted our acquaintance, As he had 
known her longer, I could not doubt but ſhe had 
faults which had diſguſted him, though I had not 
perceived them; and therefore avoided her to the 
utmoſt of my power. The reaſon of my lord's 
objecting to her will be obvious to your ladyſhip, 
to whom I need not ſay that he feared her diſcern- 
ment, and the frankneſs of her nature, which muſt 
together enable her to ſee the arts uſed to impoſe 
upon me, as well as the end deſigned by them, 


and 
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and induce her to diſcover the Whole, to one 
whom a woman of her ſenſe and virtue muſt pity, 
for being too likely to become the prey of arts and 
vices ſhe could not ſuſpe&, and therefore was the 


leſs qualified to baffle. 


In this company I went to the maſquerade, 
which had been ſo deſcribed to me, as to raiſe my 
curioſity very much; but in abſurdity it exceeded 
what my expectation had formed of it. The mot- 
ley phantaſtick crew ſeemed to me more like what 
the imagination repreſents to us in ſleep, when the 
body is diſordered, than any real objects that ever 
appear before our eyes; and I have often thought 
their cauſes bore ſome reſemblance to each o- 
ther. Dreams are generally the effects of exceſſes, 
or of feveriſh heats; maſquerades are the produce 
of a ſtrange exceſs of fancy and overheated imagin- 
ation, ſet to work by a wild deſire of amuſement. 

The variety of ſhocking forms terrified me, till 
nſe had a little familiariſed them; and I found that 
this aſſembly in the opinion of moſt people, re- 
ceived its terrors, not from maſking the faces, 
but unmaſking the mind. When I learned that 
the Engilſh were ſuch great enemies to fincerity, 
that none dared praQtice it bare-faced, I allow there 
was ſome excuſe for thus defending themſelves from 
the ill effects of ſo uncommon an indulgence of 


that virtue. I ſhould imagine ſome relaxation from 


the painful exerciſes of diſſimulation and flattery 
neceſſary; and might be productive of general 
good. But the divine countenance of truth is ſo 
teldom ſeen here, that if, by chance, ſhe does ap- 
pear, ſhe is often miſtaken for ill nature. Nor 
can one wonder at the error; for ſhe is, accord- 
ing to the faſhionable phraſes, one that nobody 
** knows,” © One that one never meets an 

„ Where:” and therefore, if the will intrude, it 
1s hot worderſul, if ſhe is fo ill treated as to be 


forced 
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forced immediately to withdraw. The impreffion 
ſhe leaves behind only ſerves to make her avoided 
like a bugbear, and ridiculed without mercy; ſo 
generally rebuffed, that ſhe can ſcarcely find ſhelter 
in a cottage; for ſhe ſeldom meets with a very 
different reception, from the moſt ſumptuous pa- 
laces down to the pooreſt hut; ſhe may, indeed, 
perceive, that the force of her charms can be pro- 
perly known only on long acquaintance. There is 
a ſeverity in her countenance which-may pleaſe leſs 
at firſt, than the alluring ſweetneſs of talſhood ? 
but, in time, her's 1s ſeen to be unfading beauty ; 
and tho? ſhe may ſometimes appear ſevere, is never 
moroſe. The whole majeſty in her mein pleaſes, 
while it awes beholders, who have any taſte for 
true lovelineſs; and the longer her votaries ſerve 
her, the more they are captivated with her charms ; 
time increaſes their love, and familiarity raiſes their 
adoration, an effect not to be paralleled in any o- 
ther caſe. From the little acquaintance people have 
with this divine goddeſs, they ſometimes miſtake 
one for her, who bears a ſmall reſemblance to ſome 
of her features, but ſo greatly heightened and bloat- 
- ed, that, to a diſtinguiſhing eye, ſhe is no more 
like her, than a Saracen's head is like the VENus 
of Medicis, and her true names are Brutality and 
Cenforiouſneſs. This ape of her divinity, I believe, 
frequents maſquerades as much or more than ſhe 
does. Accuftomed to exceſſes, people loſe the re- 
liſh for the true medium, and make but one ſtep 
from flattery to abuſe. 

Thoſe who have fawned and cringed in a draw- 
ing-room, till after ten o' clock, will, before ele- 
ven, under the ſhelter of an antick dreſs and maſk, 
be laviſhly dealing out their impertinence and in- 
civility in the Hay-martet. Obſerving this to lady 
RocHEsTER, ſhe replied, © that ſhe looked on a 
* maſquerade as the Engliſh Saturnalia; and as 

people 
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* people of faſhion here were more abject - 
& {laves to ceremonious forms than the Roman 
& domeſticks were to their maſters, it was but 
© reaſonable, that they ſhould have their days of 
liberty to declare their diſguſt with impunity, | 
& and revile thoſe they diſapprove.” I found her | 
ladyſhip ſo prejudiced in favour of the Saturnalia, 
becauſe of its antiquity, that ſhe made no diſtinc- 
tion between freedom and licentiouſneſs. 

l ſoon perceived that I ſhould acquire more know- 
ledge of the true diſpoſitions of mankind at three 
of theſe aſſemblies, than by living three months in 
the polite world; for it was the firſt time I faw 
people in their natural characters; the fhe was 


now apparent, the face only hid; and as the com- 
pany I was with, were much uſed to theſe enter- 
tainments, they could ſee through the maſks, which 
would have concealed many of my acquaintance 
from my leſs diſcerning eyes, and by their aſſiſt- 
ance I perceived the forced prude indulging in co- 
quetry; the affectedly grave giving a looſe to mirth 
: and pleaſure; the fawning, pert and impertinent; 
- great ſtateſmen condeſcending to be trifling, and 
8 philoſophers to be fooliſh; all laying aſide thoſe 
8 parts, which intereſt, the love of power, or of fame, 
d induced them to act in publick. 
25 Lady CAMBRIDGE was as new to this enter- 
e tainment as myſelf, never having been at a maſ- 
2 querade before; and I could ſee the great familia- 
rity with which every one accoſted her, with as 
Iittle diſtinction as they could the loweſt plebeian, 
- greatly oftended her pride, and ſhe could ſcarcely 
prevail on herſelf to conceal ſo much nobility 
under a maſk, That I might be ſure of the cauſe 
of the diſturbance I perceived in her, I ob- 
ſerved, that, “ this diverſion ſeemed an emblem 
of death; it qaid all hearts open, and put an end 
to all diſſimulation and pretence; and if the re- 
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* ſurreQtion was not ſo quick, I ſhould be more 
* on a par with the reſt of the world, ſince I was 
not one of the number, who durſt not appear 
* without an internal maſk, unleſs I had an exter- 
% nal one to conceal me: that like the grave too, 
it levelled all diſtinctions, and brought high and 
* low on an equality.” Upon thus touching the 
tender point, her ladyſhip anſwered, that, “ in- 
<* deed ſhe thought maſquerades could never long 
meet with encouragement from perſons of rank, 
«© unleſs they could find out a method of diſtinguiſh- 
ing their conditions.“ I propoſed a coronet on 
the maſk, as the eaſieſt method of fixing the ſtamp 


of rank and faſhion on thoſe who could claim it. 


She was charmed with the thought, and declared, 
* She would cndeayour to bring her friends into 
6e it; and if it once became general, ſhe ſhould 
*© be a conſtant perſon at thoſe diverſions, ſince, 
in every reſpect, but that leveling quality, the 
& liked them extremely.“ 
A maſquerade, by no means, anſwered my ex- 
ations, the variety of characters, which, I was 
told, were there perſonated, ſeemed to promiſe 
much entertainment; but before half the evening 
was ſpent, I found that wit, the great requiſite to 
make them ſo, was a ſcarce commodity ; and that 
after the wearer was once dreſſed, he thought as 


little of the character he had aſſumed, as he did 


of the propriety of it when he choſe the habit. 
'Thus one ſees a Harlequin limping with difficulty 
a-croſs the room; an old woman ſkipping and 
dancing more nimbly than any of the company ; 
2 French petit maiire penſive or ſleepy; a fortune- 
teller dancing a minuet; a bear exerciſing the 
height of ſolemn politeneſs; a ſhepherdeſs bold and 
impudent ; a nun coquetiſhly friſky ; a Turk drink- 


ing wine, and a Spaniard eaſy, gay and familiar. 
| Tho? 
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'Fho? novelty has great charms, yet I grew- 
weary before the greateſt part of the company; 
the hateneſs of the hour contributed more than any 
thing to tire me. I could not reconcile myſelf to 
the cuſtom of the civilized part of the world, of 
reverſing the order of nature, of ſleeping the beſt 
part of the day, neglecting the ſun in his bright- 
neſs, and inventing artificial lights to illumine the 
night. It was ſtrange to me to find that people 
were never lively but when they ſhould be at reſt. 

was inclined: to ſuſpe& them of a ſuperſtitious 
regard to midnight, eſpecially when I reflected that 
the only muſick which was on any ſettled eſtabliſn- 
ment, and the only lay monitor, performed at that 
time, and in the darkeſt ſeaſon of the year; a 
time, to perſons who keep regular hours, the moſt 
unfit for muſic, ſince there will ſeldom be much 
harmony in the minds of people waked out of a 
ſleep which was beginning to refreſh them after 
the labours of the day, even tho? Cecilia herſelf 
was to be the muſician. . 

The Chriſtmas monitor is better imagined, as he 
firſt rouſes them with his bell; and thus prepares 
them, with no ſmall ſolemnity, to liſten to the mo- 
ral ſentences, which he has moſt ingeniouſly put 
into verſe. Not ſuch, indeed, as the muſes inſpire, 
and entitle the author to the pure ſtreams of He- 
licon; ale being both his inſpirer and his reward; 
and inſtead of flying on the back of Fegaſus, he 
creeps with a crutch. This inſtitution I have of- 
ten thought might be of great uſe in a religion, 
whoſe doctrine was deſigned to fright from fin by 
well wrought terrors, rather than to encourage 
virtue by hopes. The awful ſound of his bell, at 
an hour to which darkneſs and the ſtillneſs of night 
gives a ſolemnity, would greatly heighten the 
figures and ſtrengthen the metaphors, in a diſ- 
courſe formed to work on the fears of our time- 
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rous imaginations. Religious hobgoblins as well 
as childiſh bugbears, are but little believed in ſun- 
ſhine. That great luminary diſpels ſuperſtition as 
Well as all other clouds and vapours; it clears the 

underſtanding as well as the ſky; it nouriſhes on- 
Iy what is natural, baniſhing all phantaſtick forms 
which are forced to fly before it, and take ſhelter 
under the ſhade of night, when the mind is more 
gloomy and leſs rational. Notwithſtanding my ob- 
jections of turning the night into day, I was oblig- 
ed, in great meaſure, to conform to the general 
cuſtom, tho* never ſo far as to ſuffer it to deprive 
me of the enjoyment of the bleſſed ſun, whoſe 
preſence had more charms for me, than the com- 
pany of thoſe who deſpiſed it; ſo that my nights, 
not my days, were abridged by theſe late enter- 
tainments; and the next was obliged to make up 
to me, for the encroachments on the night before, 
if requiſite, which it ſeldom was, as I had been 
accuſtomed to take little ſleep. 


es, 


CHAP. AI. 


T was uſual with lord DoRCHESTER and my- 

ſelf to take a morning walk, whenever the wea- 
ther would permit it, in the fields leading to Chel- 
fea, which gave riſe to an adventure ſo intereſting, 
that I cannot forbear communicating it to your 
ladyſhip, tho? it is foreign to the hiſtory I have en- 
gaged to give you of myſelf. 

For ſeveral days together we obſerved a man who, 
with care avoided the publick path, tho? he walked in 
the ſame fields. Curioſity, at laſt, tempted us to 
go up to him. His ſickly and dejected aſpect ex- 
cited our compaſſion. Lord DorRcHEsSTER, whoſe 
humanity made him feel for the diſtreſſes of others, 


tho? of ſuch a nature as he could never have ex- 
perienced, 
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perienced, was greatly touched with the appear- 
ance of wretchedneſs ſo viſible in this man. He 
was fitting down on the trunk of a tree; we ſeat- 
ed ourſelves by him; he attempted to riſe, more 
from a deſire of flying ſociety, than from an hum- 
ble intention of giving place to perſons who ſeem- 
ed more in fortune's favour than himſelf; but my 
lord would not permit him to leave us. After aſk- 
ing ſeveral queſtions about indifferent things, and 
with great difficulty leading him into diſcourſe, 
my lord told him, that, “ he might appear im- 
pertinent in thus forcing himſelf into his ac- 
** quaintance, but that compaſſion, and a defire 
** to afſiſt him was his motive. That he appear- 
ed unhappy; and if it was not improper, we 
** ſhould be infinitely obliged to him if he would 

inform us what was the occaſion of it.” 
The poor man ſhook his head, and declined 
complying with his requeſt, ſaying, © Nothing 
*© was leſs agreeable to hear, nor to relate than a 
* ſeries of diſtreſſes; that he made it a rule never 
„to talk of his misfortunes, for if he met with 
** bad, ill-natured people, they would diſlike him 
for being wretched, and avoid him as if miſery 
** was infectious. On the contrary, to perſons of 
© humanity he would not chuſe to give even the 
* pain of compaſſion.” And, indeed, ſo much did 
he act up to this declaration, that he could not 
be prevailed upon to give an account of himſelf. 
My lord finding he was not likely to ſucceed 
by intreaties, endeavoured to draw him into the 
ſubject; and taking the hint from his cloaths, 
which were a tattered ſuit of regimentals, began 
to expatiate on all the hardſhips to which military 
men are liable. Among the reſt, he took notice 
of the unhappy ſtate of a diſbanded regiment. My 
lord no ſooner fell upon this topic, than it was very 
viſible in the poor man's countenance, that he had 
G 4 hit 


A 


ln. 


hit upon the cauſe of his diſtreſs. My lord per- 
ceiving this, dwelt on the ſubject, and imagined 
all the caſes in which it could be moſt cruel ;' ſup- 
poſed many of thoſe men to have wives and child- 
ren to maintain out of a half-pay, which could 
ſcarcely afford ſupport to themſelves; deſcribed 
the continual follicitation to men in power; and 
the neglect and indignities which, he ſaid, pover- 


ty 
tous ſtate of a ſuitor's mind, elevated with hopes, 


was apt to receive. He then talked of the anx- 


only to be ſunk the next moment in deſpair. The 
poor man could hold out no longer, tears ran down 
his face, and he begged of my lord to ſay no more, 
for he had touched the ſtring of his misfortunes; 
crying out, with a kind. of agony, I have too 
long ſuffered all, and more than you have de- 

« ſcribed, and gone through the ſcenes your ima- 
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gination has only drawn. Be grateful, - fir, to 
providence, for never having afflicted you with 


* ſuch misfortunes, for I perceive it has not, or 
“% you could not have dwelt on circumſtances 
of which the bare recolle&ion, tho' the time 


cc 


of ſuffering was paſt, muſt cut you to the ſoul.“ 


Wound up to this pitch it was eaſy to draw him 
into a relation of misfortunes, which had too en- 
tire a poſſeſſion of his thoughts to be any longer 
concealed; but it was ſome time before we could: 
get him into a regular narration. The diſturbance 
of his mind made him repeat a confuſed. ſet of 
fatty mixed with ſuch pathetic exclamations, as 
drew tears from my eyes. However, at laſt, my 
lord compoſed his ſpirits, ſo far, that he began. 


thus: 
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“My name, fir, is TRA VERSE, I was put into 
the army as ſoon as I was able to carry a pair 
of colours, which my father, who was a colo- 
nel, gave me; but dying ſoon after, and leaving 


me with nothing for my ſupport, but the 7 
5 fits. 


ct 


* 


t 
fits of my poſt and the gratitude of his friends, 


* among whom he had ſpent his fortune, it was 


cr 


not long before I experienced the diſagreeable 


parts of my profeſſion. My*father's friends ca- 
reſſed me, indeed, and courted me into their 
company, which was attended with expences 
very inconvenient to me. I durſt not, how-- 


ever, wholly negte& them, as I hoped a re- 


turn from their frieridſhip, the frail dependence 
of people of my profeſſion, where intereſt is 
the ſovereign diſpoſer of every thing. But the 
firſt opportunity I had: of trying theſe friends 
ſhewed me, that if hope was a pleaſure, it was 
one I was likely long. to enjoy. Every vacancy 
in our regiment raiſed it, and I got no prefer- 
ment to gratify it. Some body or other was 


conſtantly put over my head, tho* they ſome 


times could ſcarcely perform the eaſy exerciſes 
practiſed among us. My patrons aſſured re 
they did all. they could; but ſome great power 
fruſtrated their endeavours. However, they fed 
me with promiſes-of-procuring me the next lieu- 
tenancy. For ſome. years, I believe, their inten- 


tions correſponded with their words; but at laſt, 


I found the higheſt favours I ſhould-ever receive 
from them was being drawn into their follies 
and expences, little ſuitable to. my inclinations 
or income; being treated with the little cere- 


mony of a dependent, and obliged to pleaſe _ 


their convenience and pride, which led then 
to like having gentlemen in their train of fol- 
lowers. Many would ſhew me as a young man 
whom they had. taken under their protection, 
and whoſe fortune they. intended to puſh, hav- 
ing a great regard for my. father; and never 
failed inſinuating that they conferred continual 
obligations upon me. This greatly moxtified 
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my pride, as I was conſcious of receiving none 
from them, unleſs they eſteemed diſagreeable 


** converſation as ſuch. Finding I was not likely 


to be raiſed by their intereſt ; and that, notwith- 
ſtanding I had been in ſeveral engagements, and 
received particular encomiums from my offi- 
cers, yet ſtill I was paſſed by in every prefer- 
ment, as much as if it had been impoſſible for 
me to change my poſt. I, at laſt, began to ne- 
gle them; and, in deſpair, reſolved to think 
no more of it, but to try whether time would 
be a better friend. Fortunately for rae we had 
a new colonel ſoon after this, who underſtand- 
ing how long I had been in the regiment; and 
having enquired into my character, and the rea- 
ſon of my remaining ſo long an enſign, told me, 
I ſhould ſee, that merit had greater intereſt 
with him, than the recommendations of people 
in power; and accordinly gave me the firſt va- 
cant lieutenancy. But he dying, in a ſhort time, 
I had no opportunity of experiencing his farther 
goodneſs, which, I am perſuaded, would have 
led him to promote me in due order. How. 
ever, I was to owe the obligation to a fairer 
hand. Sometime after my colonel's death, I 


renewed my acquaintance with a young lady, 


which had been for many years interrupted. 
During our childhood, we had been -almoſt 
continually together ; but were ſeparated by an 
employment which called her father into a fo- 
reign country, from whence he was but juſt 
returned. I had not long viſited at his houſe 
before I found a new kind of uneaſineſs, which 
made me inſenſible to every thing that did not 
concern my great wiſh, the longing I had to 
make my former play-fellow the companion of 
my ſoul. The recollections of our childiſh ſports, 
and all the paſſages of our infant years, created an 

«6 intimacy 
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intimacy between us almoſt as ſoon as we met, 


Tho? ſhe was handſome, beauty was her leaſt. 


charm; her underſtanding was excellent, tho?, 
years and experience could not be ſaid to have 
improved it. Her heart was as free from ble- 
miſh as it was filled with virtues. Then, the 
numberleſs attractions in every look and moti- 
on, were ſo far beyond deſcription, that I will 
be filent, tho? I could dwell cn them for e- 
ver. I flattered myſelf with a belief of a friend- 
ly return of affection from this angel; but this 
was not ſufficient. I ardently longed that ſhe 
ſhould conceive more tender ſentiments, tho? 
the low ſtate of my fortune would not permit 
me to endeavour to inſpire them; as I conſi- 
dered it was the means of making her the com- 
panion of my deſpair, of which alone I wiſhed 
to act the miſer, and to communicate no part 
to her. Accident, however, betrayed the love 
I feared to reveas. and her denn aviour upon the 
ccafion ſerved to bind my fetters faſter. Her 
generoſity charmed me to exceſs, and we ſoon 
enjoyed the enchanting pleaſure ariſing trom pro- 
feſſion of mutual love, with all the warmth 
and delicacy, that could be felt cr expreſſed by 
people filled with a paſſionate tenderneſs for 
each other, and bleſſed with frequent inter- 
views. We were ſo happy, we even forgot 
there was a poſſibility of being happier; but the 
evil ſtar that preſided at my birth Would not leave 
me long in this ſituation. The father of my 


CanoLlNx, for that was my angel s name, di- 
ed, and having ſeen the mutual affection between 


me and his daughter, and the diladvantages 
which would irife to her from an union Pe- 
tween us, left her a good fortune, but on con- 
dition ſhe Ron not marry me. Notwithſtand- 
ing this crael uſage, ſhe (miracle of goountls) 
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** grieved for a father who did not deſerve it from- 
her, and I was ſufficiently employed in endea- 
* youring to comfort her, tho? I was little able 
* to bear a. circumſtance which, I thought, muſt 
* deprive me of all my hopes; for I could not 
* think of bringing her into a ſtate where her ſup- 
port muſt end with my life, which had more than 
the common chances of mortality againſt it. But 
her generoſity diſregarded theſe dangers. She 
had a ſum of money (the legacy of an old aunt) 
** ſufficient to buy an exchange of a company for 
* me. She preſſed me to lay it out in this man- 
ner; but I was determined againſt making that 
* uſe of it, It would, indeed, have made our in- 
come more tolerable, but in caſe of my death, 
*© ſhe muſt have been left entirely deſtitute. After 
* finding that her generoſity reſiſted all I could ſay 
* to deter her from ſharing the fortune of ſuch a 
* wretch as myſelf, (perhaps arguments ſo contra- 
ry to the tender ſentiments of my heart were not 
«. enforced in a perſuaſive manner) I told her, that | 
« if ſhe would venture to marry me, and to ſhare 
* my poor commiſſion, I ſhould be the happieſt 
« man on earth, and would place her money in | 
“ ſuch a manner, that after my. death, it might | 
«& beſome little dependance for, her.; but that I ab- 
« ſolutely would neither lay it out, nor receive any 
* thing from it while I lived. She ſeemed to con- 
„ ſent, and we agreed to relinquiſh the fortune 
her father had charged with ſuch heavy condi- 
| « tions, and deſpiſe any treaſure when put in com- 

« petion with the poſſeſſion of each other. Va- 

« rious accidents, however, deferred, for ſome 

te time, the execution of our purpoſe; moſt of 

* theſe delays, indeed proceeded from her; but 

* my confidence in her truth and love was ſuch, J 
| * that I could object to nothing ſhe propoſed, nor 
*#. harbour any ſuſpicion of a coldneſs in her _ 
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The liberty of ſpending almoſt all my time with 
her, ee ſtate of bliſs, when ſhe gave 
it ſome interruption, one day, by delivering to 
me-a:;captain's commiſſion ; in the procuring of 
which ſhe had laid out all her little fortute. 
While a friend (but an injudicious one) had been 
tranſacting this affair, ſhe had on ſpecious pre- 
tences, deferred our marriage, to avoid my hav- 
ing the power of preventing her from conctudz 
ing it. It was ſurprizing how well ſhe had con- 
cealed the knowledge of it from me. I have 
ſeldom been more ſenſibly hurt, than at this diſ- 
covery of what ſhe had done: She accompanied 
it with ſaying, that. ſhe could not believe one 
who was ſo entirely mine, whoſe life and every 
thought and action depended ſo much on me, 
could ever remain in the world after I had left 


it; and therefore ſhe had taken care that I ſhould 


enjoy the little fortune had given her, but if ſne 
had had it in her power, to make me the ſmall- 
eſt reparation for the injuſtice of mercenaxꝝ peo- 
ple, ſhe ſhould think herſelf happy. Tho' I 
was overcome with her generoſity, yet my con- 
cern got the better of my gratitude, and the firſt 
thing I ſaid was, that ſhe had entailed cowardice 
and conſtant miſery upon me; for I ſhould be 
ever wretched with the fear of what would be- 
come of her if I were to die. This ſort of con- 
verſations, when the heart is ſo much engaged 
in them as mine was, are never obliterated from 
the memory; but I find Lought often to check 
myſelf, for I am very tedious in my narration. 


My imagination was always too warm to ſuffer 


me to confine myſelf to a. few principal facts, 
when the ſlighteſt circumſtances were of ſuch in- 
finite pleaſure and importance to me. How- 
ever, I will ſuppreſs what paſſed between us on 
the ſubject I have mentioned, tho' a thouſands 

« things 
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things my CAROLINE ſaid crowd to my remem- 
brance, and fill me with rapture; but I will not 
allow utterance to one, and only tell you, in few 
words, that immediately after we were married.” 
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CHAP. XXVUL 


© 8 HE joy (continued the poor captain) which 
I received from the poſſeſſion of my dear 
CAROLINE would have recompenced me for much 
greater evils, than thoſe I had experienced in life. 
Every day diſcovered ſome new virtue in her heart: 
time even improved her charms; and, however 
uncommon, what before marriage was only vio- 
lent love and tender eſteem, grew in me almoſt to 
love and adoration. She was ſo good an cecono- 
miſt, that we lived very neatly on our ſmall in- 
come; and ſhe. appeared ſo entirely contented, 
that my ambition was loſt in exceſs of happineſs. 
I ſcarcely thought of farther preferment, nor felt 
the unjuſt preference given to much younger offi- 
cers than myſelf, I ſaw boys, qualified neither 
by age, nor experience for the loweſt poſts in the 
army, put over my head, and could not find diſ- 
turbance enough in my mind to produce one mur- 
mur. I conſidered providence had laviſhed its 
bleſſings on me, when it gave me my CAROLINxE; 
and ſo conſiderable was my portion of happineſs, 
that I had no title to aſk for any thing more, but 
ought to leave to others the poor enjoyments of 
preferment. Nothing could tempt me out of her 


company, but an endeavour to get ſome little 


place for her, which might afford her a ſupport 
in caſe the thread of my earthly felicity ſhould be 
cut. For this I importuned my friends; for 
though I had but little confidence in them, yet 
this application ſeemed my only chance. My ſuc- 
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* ceſs anſwered my ſaith, I got nothing done, af- 
* ter repeated trials, to remove this burden from 
1 my mind, which imbittered my joy by ſo many 

* painful refleQions, that it almoſt made me a 

© coward. Death appeared to me, ſo encompaſſ- 
« ed with terrors, that I have often wondered how 
I could hazard the meeting of it, with tolerable 

© compoſure 1 in the field, when, in the quiet of my 

* own houſe, the leaſt diſorder filled me with inex- 

* preſſible agonies, from the apprehenſions I had of its 

6 increaſe. "Though I have mentioned my happi- 

* neſs as perfect, yet it was often interrupted by be- 
a „ Ing obliged to attend the army abroad, and leave 

* my wife to mourn my abſence ; but then Joyful 
returns ſucceeded, and recompenced us for paſt 

* pains. often doubted, whether I could be 155 
* fied in hazarding the ſupport of an ineſtimable 
„ wite, and ſeveral fine children in all the chances 
© of war. It ſeemed reaſonable, that in conſidera- 
* tion of them, I ought to have ſold out; but, 
Athen again, it was ungrateful to my king, to have 
« received his pay ſo long, and leave his ſervice at 
« the only time I could be uſeful. It was true, I 
gad ſuffered a great deal of ill treatment; but that 
* was becauſe my obſcurity hid me from his majeſ- 
* ty's knowledge, and gave perſons of birth till 
* more obſcure, though higher in office, power to 
© behave towards me, as ſuch people will ever do 
* to the unfriended. But, I had ftill another rea- 
„ ſon to keep and perform the duties of my com- 
© miſſion. Such an action would have branded me 

„with the name of coward, and that, I had not 
courage to bear; I could have given up my life 
for my family; but my reputation was of more 
2 2 to me, and without it I fhould have 
„ been a diſgrace, inſtead of a comfort to them. 
6 I ſhould have been unworthy of my CAROLINEH; 


«© nor would ſhe, I am convinced, as much as ſhe 
45 
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*© was a prey to tender fears, have conſented that 
*© I ſhould have brought ſo great a misfortune on 
„ myſelf, in order to remove the chance of one 
* from her. It is eaſy to imagine, the peace gave 
c“ us great joy: we little foreſaw the conſequences. 
© We had now nine children the eldeſt not ſeventeen; 
* the youngeſt under a year old. My health was 
* much impaired. by the campaigns abroad; but I 
* doubted not, that I ſhould recover it, by the quiet 
and happy enjoyment of the company of my wife 
and children. Nor was I miſtaken ; by their kind 
care and attendance, I was grown much better, 
* when J heard the fatal. news of the reduction of 
© our regiment. I was greatly ſhocked at this un- 
© expected blow; by this means, our income was- 
& dwindled to ſo little, that it was inſufficient for 
& the ſupport of ſo-large a number. None of our 
children were large enough to contribute much 
* to the general ſtock, by their moſt induſtrious 
* endeavours.. I was too feeble in body, and too 
weak in mind, to give any aſſiſtance. The moſt 
© extreme poverty, had it afflicted none but my- 
& ſelf, would have rather ſerved as a ſpur, than a 
&« depreſſion to my ſpirits; but when I reflected on 
& the difficulties into which I had brought my wife, 
& jt overwhelmgd me with grief; nor could it be 
& cured by the patience and chearfulneſs with which 
© ſhe bore this misfortune. Her behaviour, by 
„ ſhewing her merit ſtill more conſpicuouſly, only 
c heightened my regret,. that ſuch. virtue ſhould 
& ſuffer. As fit to ſtruggle with bad fortune, as to 
« grace good, ſhe ſoon, by various kinds of work, 
© found means of increaſing our income, though 
* the neceſſary care of ſo large a family would not 
& ſuffer her to gain enough to enable us to conti- 
* nue our ſons at ſchool, which was a great morti- 
* fication, as we had always been deſirous of giving 
* them good education, even though _— 
64 ſtrait2n.. 


r 161 
cc ſtraiten ourſelves for that purpoſe, when our 
c“ income was the moſt plentiful. All the ſervice 
* my health could permit me to be of, was to turn 
© ſchool-maſter to my children, that they might 
& ſuffer as little as poſſible from our poverty. Thus, 
* by my CaroLINE's ingenuity and induſtry, we 
© were ſupported; nor, was I ever, for a moment 
* able to perceive, - that ſhe either repined or grieved 
at being obliged to give this aſſiſtance; on the 
& contrary, ſhe appeared to take greater pleaſure 
* in it, than in any amuſement ſhe had ever enjoy- 
© ed. But, as if providence had ſome wiſe and good 
* purpoſe in afflicting us, which by this means was 
* fruſtrated, ſhe, one day after returning home 
* wet quite through her cloaths, from a place where 
« her buſineſs had called her, was ſeized, as we fat 
© at dinner, with a ſtroke of the palſy, which, at 
* firſt, affected her head, and deprived her of all her 
© limbs. However, ſhe recovered her ſenſes, I 
* may ſay, ſooner, than I did mine; for the condi- 
„tion ſhe was in, and the occaſion of it, left me 
very little uſe of my reaſon. The phyſician who 
* attended her, and was my good friend, taking the 
* greateſt care of her, without accepting any re- 
* ward, but the pleaſure of doing a charitable acti- 
* on, declared, that he had no hopes of her recove- 
* ry but from the bath-waters, and offered to ſend 
„with us, a recommendation to one of his own 
< profeſſion, who could well ſupply his place in care 
* of her. You may imagine I did not heſitate a 
moment, in my reſolution of ſending her thither, 
* notwithſtanding the bad ſtate of our circumſtan- 
* ces. 1 fold, directly, all the furniture of our 
* houſe, and every thing we had, which could raiſe 
* money; taking, for my children, a. little hole, 
* which, would juſt contain them.; and leaving them 
* under the care of the eldeſt fon and daughter 


(who were more prudent than their ages promiſed) 
f | T7: I, 
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6 I, with my ſecond daughter, attended my wife to 
* Bath, where I had the joy, in about two months, 
& to ſee her recover her health and limbs, excepting 
© her hand, which ſtill remained ſo lame that ſhe 
* could not even dreſs herſelf. I never ſaw her ſo 
© much affected with any thing; the would have eſ- 
* teemed herſelt happy, could ſhe have bought the 
© uſe of her hand with the loſs of her foot; for ſhe 
&* looked on herſelf as an helpleſs burden to a diſ- 
ce treſſed family. But, for once, I differed much 
* from her, and rejoiced at the ſeat in which the 
ce diſtemper had fixed, if it would not quite leave 
her, as, by giving her the power of uſing exer- 
* ciſe, I hoped her health might be preſerved, 
* which, in the other caſe could not be expected. 
After a pretty long trial, ſhe was told there was 
5 little poſſibility of her recovering her hand: and 
© the weather growing fine, it was imagined air 
© might be of more ſervice to her. This and the 
&* low price of things in the country, made us de- 
&© termine to return no more to London; ſo enquir- 
ing for the cheapeſt country in that part of the 
„ world, we removed to the borders of Wales, 
% where we hired a ſmall houſe, and ſent for our 
* children, by the leaſt expenſive conveyance. 
“ When we had been there ſome time, I was in- 
© duced to return to town, in order to get ſome re- 
#* dreſs, having been informed of a good opportuni- 
„ty of attempting it; but found the hopes that had 
ce been given me were very fallacious, and ſhould 
& have ſoon returned, had I not been ſeized with a 
* malignant fever, wherein, I verily believe, I muſt 
© have periſhed for want, had not my phyſician aſ- 
&* ſiſted me, ſtill more in the capacity of a friend 
e than his profeſſion. I am now detained here, by 
* ſome buſineſs I am tranſacting for him, happy to 
“e have the power of giving ſome little token of my 
* gratitude. As my recovery is yet but very imper- 
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* fect, I come every morning, to take a walk in the 
* fields, for the benefit of the air, which J find is 
* a place much frequented, likewiſe, by this lady 


* and yourſelf, whom J have often obſerved.” Here 


the poor man ended his ſtory, which had detained us 
a long time, even to the encrozcing on an engage- 
ment of my lord's; but he would not interrupt a nar- 
ration ſo hardly obtained. I could not forbear aſk- 
ing after his wife, whether the country had not 


done her ſervice. He told me, ſhe was juſt the ſame 


as when ſhe went into it, but, he thanked God, in 
very good health; and that he had contrived to pre- 
vent her knowing of his laſt illneſs. We parted 


from the poor man with heavy hearts; it lowered 


my ſpirits for the whole day, and filled my lord's 
thoughts for a longer time. 


1 


C H A Po AMEL 
13 DoRcHESTER made very diligent en- 
q 


uiry after our captain, to know the reality 
of what he ſaid; for people who would not miſ- 
apply their bounty, mult be on their guard againſt 
what they hear, leſt truth ſhould be diſguiſed by 
falſchood, or clouded by partiality. His ſearch 
proved to the honour of the gentleman's veracity ; 
tor he learnt every circumſtance from other hands. 
He was then not leſs earneſt in procuring him pre- 


terment; and, as there were many vacancies, 


he got the choice of two commiſſions. The next 
time we met our captain, my lord deſired he would 


come to his houſe that morning, and begged 1 


would go along with him, that I might have the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing how the poor man took the 


news of his preferment. I ſhould unwillingly have 


been abſent from this interview, therefore readily 


complied with his lordſhip's requeſt. N 5 


164 EAST T4 £4 

At the appointed hour the captain came, and 
was brought up ſtairs to us; the ſurprize he had 
been at firſt thrown into, by ſo unexpected an in- 
vitation to the houſe of one of my lord's rank, 
and, in a manner which ſeemed to promiſe him 
ſome benefit, ſtill was viſible when he entered. 
My lord aſked him, if he wiſhed ſo. much to be a- 
gain in the king's ſervice, as to like going to the 
We/t-Indies. The poor man anſwered, © that he 
really did not; for, his health was ſo bad, he 
** feared he ſhould not be able to bear the change 
* of climate, and his life was now of more im- 
** portance than ever to his family, ſince his wife 
** was intirely incapable of gaining the ſubſiſtence 
he could not leave her; which made him ra- 
Ather prefer his half-pay, than hazard a life, the 
* loſs of which muſt bring ſo much diſtreſs on 
e thoſe he loved to exceſs. Beſides, the troops 
were to ſet fail ſo ſoon, that he ſhould not have 
time to bid his family, perhaps, a laſt adieu.“ 
My lord told him, “ he was ſorry to hear this was 
* his way of thinking, having got a majority for 
*© him in one of thoſe regiments.” Notwithſtand- 
ing the reluctance the poor man had expreſſed to 
going abroad, yet he received this news with as 
much gratitude as if it had been the very thing 
he wiſhed. © He acknowledged, his obligations 
* to my lord were infinite ; made many excla- 
* mations on the uncommonneſs of his fortune, 
* which had denied him all aſſiſtance from people 
* who profeſſed themſelves his friends, had borne 
© the appearance of it for a great number of years, 
* and had even given him a right to expect they 
** ſhould be really ſuch, by receiving obligations from 
* his family: and now he had the higheſt benefits 
* conferred by one entirely a ſtranger to him. 

To this my lord replied, that, he wiſhed what 
© he had done, had ſuited his inclination and cir- 
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© cumſtances as much as he hoped it would.” The 
captain then endeavoured to hide the regret which 
filled his heart, for fear of not appearing ſuffici- 
ently grateful. He told my lord, © the obligation 
* was equal, he had ſupplied all his apparent 
„wants; of the particular temper of his mind his 
* lordſhip could not be a judge; he had done all 
© that compaſſion and generoſity could ſuggeſt, to 
* make him happy; and, fir,” faid he, © I hope, 
** my tears were the effect of a poor deſpondency ; 
* your goodneſs has raiſed better thoughts in me; 
the change of climate may repair my conſtituti- 
© on, and, I may, in a few years, return in health 
* to my dear wife and children.” However, ſo 
far was his heart from the chearfulneſs he endea- 
voured to expreſs, that tears ran down his cheeks, 
in ſpite of all his efforts to reſtrain them; and finding 
himſelf unable to controul emotions which he thought 
were a kind of ingratitude to his benefactor; he 
quſt ſummoned up ſtrength enough to return him 
thanks once more, and then went out of the room. 
No ſooner was the door ſhut than the violence 
of his grief found its = and, with his unavail- 
ing endeavours to conceal it, I really feared world 
have deftroyed him on the ſpot. We had follow- 
ed him immediately, which heightened his diſtreſs, 
as he wiſhed to remain unſeen. When he got in- 
to the hall, my lord deſirẽd him to accompany us 
into a parlour, of which we opened the door, and, 
thereby, preſented to his view, his wife and child- 
ren; my lord having ſent for thom all up to 
town, in -order to give him this joyful ſurprize, 
and to have the pleaſure of being witneſs to it, 
and to procure a meeting in caſe he had choſen to 
go to the Weſi-Indies, Even the beloved Caro- 
LINE knew not half my lord's purpoſe. I was 
ſoon apprehenſive we had done harm by the ſud- 
denneſs of this interview; for the captain fainted 
| away 
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away inſtantly, and was ſo long a time before he 
was brought to himſelf, that I feared the joy had 
been .too ſtrong for his weak thread of life. His 
wife ſeemed greatly terrified, and her behaviour 
indicated the affection which every action of her 
life had ſnewn. The recovery of his ſenſes re- 
ſtored the general joy; which increaſed to a great 
degree of extacy, when my lord informed him, 
that he had the choice of a majority in a regiment 
going to the Weſt-Indies, or to be a captain of 
horſe here (having received the promiſe of the lat- 
ter, after he ſent for his family) which he now 
imagined he would prefer; adding, “ to leſſen the 

„ uneaſineſs you ſeem under for your family, 
* here are bills to the value of 1500/7. and I will 
* turniſh for you the houſe you ſhall take, let it 
* be where it will.” Their jcy roſe to a height 
that muſt have been painful; they looked on my 
lord with adoration, and gave way to raptures that 
would have forced a heart the moſt inſenſible to 
the ſenſations of others, to partake of theirs. How 
much my lord did ſo, was viſible in his counte- 
nance; for I never ſaw any tairg like the bliſs ex- 
preſſed in it; he ſeemed to feel a more ſolid delight 
than they did ; ; and I can eaſily imagine he did ſo. 
I think their ſatis faction could ſcarcely exceed mine; 
but his muſt be higher, as he had the inexpreſſible 
pleaſure of having been the cauſe of their happineſs, 
added to that of ſeeing it. Their expreſſions of 
gratitude were the molt lively that could be, and 
they ſeemed not to know whether moſt to facilitate 
and careſs each other, or to thank their benefactor. 
They did both in a breath, and were in an agitation 
of joy ſcarcely to be imagined, till on enumerating 
the comforts he had thus beſtowed on them, they 
all melted into tears with exceſs of delight ; nor 
could either my lord or myſelf, refrain from j joining 
with them. This, in ſome meaſure compoſed my 
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and they began to take leave of us with the moſt 
ardent acknowledgements. The captain aſked my 
lord pardon for the reluctance with which he re- 
ceived the firſt news of his bounty; adding, “ that 
© he hoped his lordſhip would excuſe what was 
© cauſed by the love of his wife, if he conſidered 
© how very irkſome any gift would be to himſelf, 
„e that ſhould oblige him to leave his lady. For he 
& could fee from his behaviour, as well as know it 
& trom the charms nature had beſtowed on her, that 
& he was a very ſtrong inſtance of conjugal affecti- 
* on.” He concluded, with wiſhing us to live to 
a happy old age together, and they bid us adieu, 
having raiſed bluſhes in both my lord and myſelf by 
their miſtake, and mine were increaſed by my lord's 
watching my countenance. I never before ſaw him 
do ſo ill natured a thing, as to make any one ſuffer 
a moment's uneaſineſs even from baſhfulneſs. 

I wondered why theſe people ſhould imagine us 
married; as a man may have many friends, but can 
have only one wife; the probability was, in my o- 
pinion againſt them; and J could no otherwiſe ac- 
count for an error that had ſo diſconcerted us both, 
than from a belief that it proceeded from the ap- 
pearance of more affection in my lord's behaviour, 
than was uſual between perſons united by no dear- 
er tie than friendſhip. This conſtruction was too agree- 
able for me to perplex myſelf by ſeeking any other. 

The happineſs I had of late enjoyed, was doom- 
ed to be of ſhort continuance. The evening of the 
day in which my lord had given ſuch felicity, by his 
generoſity to the diſtreſſed captain and his family, 
I went to an aſſembly; at my coming from thence, 
my footman was not to be found, and, to avoid the 
trouble of returning into a crowded room, ] got in- 
to my chair, and went away without him. As m 
chairmen were carrying me unger a dead wall that 
was in my road, they were ſtopped by fome men, 


who 
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who pulled me out of my chair, and forced me in- 
to another, which they had brought for that purpoſe. 

The place being little frequented, 'my ſcreams 
were not heard; and what little courage nature had 
beſtowed on my chairmen, was quite overcome by 
the ſuperior number of the enemy, and I was car- 
ried off without reſiſtance. 

Every ſtep increaſed my terror; but yet conſci- 
ous that the ſhrillneſs of a female voice muſt be al- 
moſt as uſeful in populous ſtreets as a weapon of de- 
fence, I endeavoured to let down the windows of the 
chair, that I might the eaſter make myſelf heard. 
But this attempt I perceived in vain ; I then broke 
a pane of glaſs, but inſtead of receving any benefit 
thereby, I found that they were caſed up with wood 
on the outſide, I ſuppoſe to prevent the very thing 
I intended. This diſcovery, however, explained to 
me the ſudden darkneſs which had immediately fol- 
lowed the putting me into the chair, and increaſed 
the terror, which the other circumſtances alone 
would have rendered ſufficient. 

However, unwilling to give up the hope, of 
which I was thus in reafon deprieved, I exerted m 
voice to its loudeſt key, flattering myſelf with a poſ- 
ſibility that it might be diſtinguiſhed by ſome chance 
perſons paſling cloſe to the chair, whoſe compaſſion 
might lead them to enquire the cauſe, But this ef- 
fort only ſerved to ſpend my ſpirits the more entire- 
ly. The men who attended me, I imagined, kept 
every one elſe from coming within hearing, and we 
proceeded without moleſtation till we arrived at the 
houſe where we were deſigned to ſtop. The chair- 
men carried me into the hall; I was led into a dark 
room, and there left to my own thoughts, with ſub- 
je for © meditation even to madneſs.” 

It would be in vain, ſhould I attempt to deſcribe 
my terrors; I had heard of robberies and murders ; 
I was not conſcious of having given ſuch offence 
t9 
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to any one, as ſhould incline them to perpetrate ſo 


horrid an action; but then ſo much ceremony ſeem- 
ed unneceſſary for a robbery, which might have been 


performed with more eaſe and expedition. Thus I 


remained terrified and perplexed," fearing every 
thing, yet fixing upon nothing, till I was almoſt diſ- 
tracted with my apprehenſions, from which, I was, 
at laſt, relieved, by ſeeing the door open. The 
terrors of expeQation were ſo increaſed by the ap- 
proach of the danger which I feared, that, no long- 
er able to ſupport the agonies it raiſed, life forſook 
me, and I fainted away before I could diſtinguiſh for 
whom the door was opened. 


CHAP. XXX. 


JV horrors did not end with the fainting. fit 
they had occaſioned; I came to mylelf in a 
prehenſions no leſs dreadful than if certain death had 
awaited me. Fear paints in very ſtrong colours; 
my imagination repreſented to me armed men, of 
molt tremendous mien and mercileſs behaviour; it 
cloathed them like the murderers in Macbeth, with 


the additional terrors they would wear, when one's 


ſelf was to become the victim of their cruelty. 


I could not immediately venture to look up, and 


when I did, it was not directly that the appearance 
of a fine woman, richly and gaily dreſſed, could 
diſpel thoſe dreadful ideas from my brain. Howe- 
ver, her endeavours to calm the fears ſhe had raiſed, 
at laſt ſucceeded; and when ſhe perceived me, in 
ſome degree, come to my ſenſes, ſhe. ſat down by 


me, with a countenance, which, under a ſmile, 


tried to conceal, dejection, anger, and diſdain; but 
ſo ineffectually, that at any other time, every glance 
would have diſcompoſed and alarmed me; but I 
now beheld her with pleaſure ; for however terrible 
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a woman's rage may be to a mind at eaſe, yet her 
face was more ſweet than mercy and benevolence, 
when compared to the grim murderers my fancy 
had formed. 8 | 
She left me ſome leiſure to recover myſelf before 
ſhe broke ſilence, during which time I recollected 
her to be the marchioneſs of TRENTE, whom I had 
| often met in my viſits, though ſhe had never con- 
1 deſcended to ſpeak to me, and had always caſt ſuch 
5 |  diſdainful glances upon me, as made me not more 
: forward to court her acquaintance than ſhe ſeemed 
1 deſirous of cultivating mine; on the contrary, I 
1 uſed to keep at as great a diſtance as I could poſſi- 
ö bly, flying her as if my mind had ſome knowledge of 
the uneaſineſs I was to ſuffer from her. Pre, 
At length, ſhe began thus: though it may mor- 
< tify my pride to confeſs my love to a ſucceſsful 
© rival, yet my deſign requires I ſhould inform 
© you, that I have long entertained a particular af- 
* feQtion for lord DoRCHESTER, and had once rea- 
© ſon to believe it was not without return; though 
% now his views are more humble, and he confines 
c his deſires to objects eaſier obtained. I cannot 
© longer endure to ſee him thus debaſe himſelf, ne- 
6* gleCting a ſtate of happineſs that might be as laſt- 
6 ing as his life; but, as I don't chuſe to confer fo 
« great an obligation as I ſhould, by declaring my 
„ care for him, I have taken this method of conſult- 
& ing at once his welfare and my own.” 
She then offered me an income ſuperior to that 
he gave me, on condition, I would promiſe, ne- 
« yer, from that hour, to ſee, to write, or ſend 
ce any verbal meſſage to him.” 
With great warmth, I told her, © I would not 
5 ce enter into ſuch an engagement, could ſhe reward 
j „ me with the poſſeſſion of all Europe; no, not to 
U « ſave my life; becauſe, I believed, I ſhould not be 
it ce able to perform it; and I would never make a 
N © promiſe 
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* promiſe ſo contrary to my happineſs, as it would 
be bringing myſelf into an almoſt irreſiſtible temp- 
e tation to break it“ | 
% Wondertully ſcrupulous truely,” replied her 
ladyſhip ; © but how ignorant ſoever moſt people 
* may be, you find my vigilant endeavours to diſ- 
* cover you, have not proved fruitleſs: and I muſt 
* tell you, it would be more wiſe to accept the pro- 
« poſal I have ſo generouſly made you, and te ſpend 
“your time in making peace with heaven, and ren- 
« dering yourſelf fit for death, with which our 
* mortality threatens us every hour, than perſiſt to 
glory in wickedneſs, with ſuch unparalleled im- 
« pudence.“ 
I was ſo ignorant of the marchioneſs's meaning, 
that my anſwer could not be very much to the pur- 
poſe ; but it was ſpoke with that ſpirit which ſuch 
groundleſs, and, to me, unaccountable abuſe, could 
not fail of raiſing in a diſpoſition like mine. Its ef- 
fect was natural; her temper was combuſtible, and, 
conſequently, being kindled by the fire in mine, 
burſt into flame. She roſe from her chair in a vio- 
lent rage, telling me, © ſhe would no longer give 
*© the power of choice to ſo inſolent a creature, but 
by force perform what I would not conſent to; 
* for ſhe would convey me to ſuch a diſtance, that 
“ ſhould no longer ſee and bewitch lord Do- 
4s CHESTER.”* | | | . 

I was very ſenſible of the terrors of this menace z 
but could not ſtoop to one whoſe unworthy treat- 
ment of me gave little hope of redreſs from her 
compaſſion ; what mercy can we expect from thoſe 
who are void even of juſtice? I told her with an air 
of indignation, that niſl rendered me morequalified to 
converſe with her, than I thought I could have been, 
that! I would never conſent to my own unhappineſs, 
<* whatever her power might inflict.” Adding that, 
< it would not redound greatly to the honour of la- 
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* dy TRENTE, to have made a woman unhappy, 
© who deſerved no evil from her.? | 

The marchioneſs did not deign to give me any an- 
ſwer beſide a diſdainful ſmile : then turning to a wo- 
man who was juſt come into the room, but had 
kept a ſtrict ſilence, © HERNER,“ ſaid the, © take 
ce this wretch,under your care. See ſhe is well guarded, 
ce and that ſhe has no means of correſponding with 
ce any one, either before or after ſhe leaves this 
& town. Watch her well on the road, but never 
ce converſe with her; for I could not forgive any re- 
cc lation of mine, who ſhould ſo far debaſe herſelf.” 

The obſequious HERNER curtſied, and promiſed 
exact obedience, and then they both departed, 
leaving me to my own reflections, which were not 
much interrupted for three days; for fo long was I 
locked up in that room, where was no bed, by whoſe 
refreſhment I might alleviate either my mental or- 


bodily uneaſineſs. 
A little fire was afforded me, and a bare ſuffici- 


ency of meagre food, little ſuperior to bread and wa- 


ter. I have ſince had charity 2 to believe, her 
ladyſhip thought —__ and mortification moſt ſalu- 
tiferous for my ſoul ; of whoſe ſtate, it ſeems, ſhe had 
entertained no very favourable opinion. My door 
was never unlocked, but to let in the neceſſary ſup- 
ports of my exiſtence, and all theſe offices were per- 
formed with ſuch ſilent gravity, as gave a greater air 
of melancholy and ſolemnity to a ſituation, which, 
your ladyſhip will allow, was in none of its circum- 
ces, very lively and agreeable. | 
My chief attendant was a little girl of ten or ele- 
ven years old ; who whenever ſhe came in, ſtartled 


at me, as if I had been a monſter. If I ſpoke to 


her, ſhe would run away, and if I offered to 
ſnatch” hold of her, would ſcream as if I was going 
to murder her. If ſhe was obliged to paſs me, ſhe 


would take as large a circumference to avoid me, as 
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if ſhe imagined I had drawn an enchanted circle 
round my chair. I need not ſay, that my mind was 
in a very uneaſy ſtate; I had a love for freedom 
which il agreed with impriſonment; and I hourl 
repined at having exchanged the pleaſures of lord 
DorcHnxsTER's converſation for the moſt odious ſo- 
litude, with no objeQ to entertain my eyes, or raiſe, 
new dess in me; denied the ſound of a human 
voice, or any thing that might in any degree divert 
my thoughts from the pains of my preſent ſituation, 
or from the fears of what farther puniſhment might 
ſtill be in ſtore for me: without even the means of 
repoſing a body fatigued with want of reſt, and worn 
out with grief and terror. A mind leſs painfully 
affected than mine, would have found ſome difficul- 
ty in fleeping in an uneaſy chair; to me, it was ſo 
near impoſſible, that I had but a few moments ref- 
pite from my anxious reflections, the whole time I was 
there. Nothing more diſtreſſed me, than the notion 
of my lord's uneaſineſs at my ſudden diſappearing z 
and I know not how I could have been ſupported un- 
der all the perplexity and perturbation of my mind, 
had I not formed great hopes of making my "elcaps, 
when time ſhould have abated the rigour of their vi- 
gilance. I thought I had ſo much greater reaſon to 
be diligent in diſcovering the means of getting from 
thence, than they could have for keeping me there, 
that, I muſt, at length, be able to effect it. I flat- 
tered myſelf, that my lord's ſearch after me, would 
give me another chance. I imagined he muſt hear 
of the violence with which I had been carried away, 
and could not doubt, but his affection would contrive 

to reſcue me. 

By theſe hopes, I was kept from ſinking into ab- 
ſolute deſpair, and the neceſſity of exerting ſome _ 
command over myſelf, gave me ſpirit to go thro? 
three days of this painful confinement, with more 
fortitude than I could have expected. The third 
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evening of this my enforced reſidence, Mrs. HER- 
NER made her apperance, and told me, we were 
* to go into the country the next morning,” I aſked 
* if the marchieneſs was to be of the party.” To 
my inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, ſhe anſwered in the 
negative, but added, that I was to be guarded as 
carefully as if I was under her ladyſhip's eyes. 
Though, perhaps, ſhe might a little exceed her 
orders in her care for my convenience; for, ſhe 
could not but confeſs, my perſon, and the digni- 
ty which accompanied my grief, without any 
mixture of rage or impatience, had prejudiced 
* her ſo much in my favour, that, ſhe was ſorry 
* ſhe was forbid converſing with me.“ 

I could not help thanking her for her humanity ; 
the leaſt inſtance of tenderneſs was now particularly 
dear to me. The compariſon my mind drew be- 
tween her and her right honourable couſin, repre- 
ſented her in moſt advantageous colours. I immedi- 
ately conceived hopes of finding favourable oppor- 
tunities for my eſape, either in my journey, or in 
my reſidence with one whoſe compaſſion might make 
her leſs deſirous of detaining me, conſequently leſs 
vigilant than the marchioneſs. 

Before ſhe left me, I begged that if I was ſtill to 
live with mutes, ſhe would give me a book; with 
which ſhe readily complied. Her complaifance gave 
me no reaſon to admire her taſte. I ſhould have 
been very ſorry to have had my ſtudies long under 
her direction; however, ſimple as the book was, E 
preferred it to the chaos of my own mind; and was 
leſs offended at the folly of the author, than I ſhould 
have been at my own, in ſo long a ſeries of thoughts, 
as I was not inclined to bluſh for his fooliſhneſs. 
Before the marchioneſs went to bed, ſhe came into 
my dungeon, to renew the offers ſhe had at firſt 
made, in hopes, I ſuppoſe, that my captivity had 
humbled me; but, when ſhe found my refolution 
remained 
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remained unſhaken, ſhe informed me, that, I was 
going to a family manſion, which was ſo very diſ- 
mal and forlorn, that it would make me repent 
my obſtinacy, and I might depend on ſpending 
my whole life there, unleſs I would agree to the 
terms propoſed.” 

My anſwer was, that, nothing could appear ſo 
% dreadful] to me, as loſing the converſation of lord 
* DoRCHESTER, and leaving him in ſuch uncer- 
* tainty, concerning the occaſion of it.“ | 

The marchioneſs replied, that, © my rejecting her 
* offer, would not prevent the thing I ſeemed moſt 
« to fear, ſince ſhe would take care he ſhould never 
* more hear of me.” Without any further dif- 
courſe, ſhe left the room. | 


The End of Vor. I. 


